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BIG BLUE SUNDAY

Kentucky forward Alex Poythress, left, Archie Goodwin, center, and Ryan Harrow sat quietly in the final minutes of Friday’s 64-48 loss to Vanderbilt in the Southeastern Conference Tournament. 
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NASHVILLE — In the old movie 48 
Hours, cop Nick Nolte has to meet and be-
friend convict Eddie Murphy. Nolte needs 
Murphy’s help to find a killer. The two 
must bond, navigate the nightlife of San 
Francisco, dodge bullets and, in Nolte’s 
case, a girlfriend that feels neglected. All 
in a two-day period.

Piece of cake compared 
to what Kentucky faces 
until the Selection Sunday 
show.

A 64-48 loss to Vander-
bilt on Friday night in the 
Southeastern Conference 
Tournament quarterfinals 
left UK with 48 hours to 
fill. The Cats had time 
to ponder a trouble-filled 
season, their failure in a 
must-win game and the 
possible ignominy of not receiving a bid to 
the NCAA Tournament.

To help fill the time, Julius Mays said 
he’d do homework rather than watch other 
so-called “bubble” teams influence Ken-
tucky’s post-season fate. So, homework, 
the bane of a college student’s life, is bet-
ter than basketball?

“I wouldn’t say it’s better,” he said. “But 
I’ve got quite a bit to get done.”

It was widely believed that Kentucky 

Cats left in NCAA limbo
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See UK MEN, D3

SUNDAY
NCAA  
Tournament 
Selection Show
When: 6 p.m.
TV: CBS-27

NIT  
Selection Show
When: 9 p.m.
TV: ESPNU

NASHVILLE — If an  NCAA Tourna-
ment bid is not extended Sunday, Ken-
tucky would be obligated to accept an in-
vitation to play in the National Invitation 
Tournament.

C.M. Newton, a former UK director of 
athletics and a member of the NIT Selec-
tion Committee, said that schools must 
decide how they feel about playing in the 
NIT long before Selection Sunday.

“The rule is, if they turn down (the 
NIT), they turn it down at the start of the 
year,” Newton said Saturday.

All Southeastern Conference teams 
have agreed to play in the NIT if they get 
passed over by the NCAA Tournament, 
Newton said before adding, “Quite frankly, 
I don’t know of any school” that has de-
clared it will not play in the NIT.

When asked if teams were obligated to 
play in the NIT, Newton said, “Yeah. Un-
less they let you know (otherwise at the 
beginning of the season).”

A 64-48 loss to Vanderbilt on Friday 
in the SEC Tournament made playing in 
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If NIT invite 
comes, Cats 
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Kentucky guard Archie Goodwin (10), Kyle Wiltjer, and Jarrod Polson scrambled for a loose ball 

with Vanderbilt forward Shelby Moats (34) on Friday night.
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To be blunt, Kentucky 
isn’t tourney-worthy.

As we await the (bad) 
news to be delivered on 

Sunday night’s selection 
show after Kentucky did a 
dead-man’s float Friday night 
in Nashville, let’s run some 
numbers:
■ This Kentucky bas-

ketball team has lost seven 
games by double digits, and 
just one (Florida) was to a 
team that currently has a 

home in the RPI’s top 30.
■ This Kentucky basket-

ball team scored 48 points 
in its Friday night loss to 
Vanderbilt, the fewest points 
scored by the Cats since Jan. 
7, 2006, when Tubby Smith’s 
team lost 73-46 at Kansas.
■ This Kentucky basket-

Numbers don’t lie: Cats are bad

See CLAY, D2
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