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an obligation to pick a Derby winner,” 
Doug told me. “You have to tell your 
readers who you think is going to win. 
It’s part of your job!”

Over the years, I’ve followed Doug’s 
orders and used many different schemes 
and formulas to choose my Derby fa-
vorite. I’ve looked at bloodlines, train-
ers, color, past history and tail length. 
I’ve talked with breeders, a fortune teller 
and even Steve Cauthen, who is the last 
jockey to win the Triple Crown, in my 
attempts to predict the outcome of the 
most important horse race of them all. 
Unfortunately, my track record is rather 
disappointing.

I’m not discouraged, though. In fact, 
this year I’m more determined than ever 
to foretell the future and correctly pre-
dict which horse will win Saturday’s 
Run for the Roses.

Some of my friends think no one 
should have to work this week.

“Derby Week is sacred,” Doug Terry 
told me soon after I moved here. “The 
whole week should be a national holi-
day. No one should have to work when 
the Kentucky Derby is on the horizon.”

Although I agree with Doug, I have 
a feeling Congress isn’t going to add a 
national holiday to the calendar for the 
Derby. Doug also thinks it’s my respon-
sibility to pick a winner for the big race.

“Every newspaper in the state has 

My fi rst step was to ask my friends 
and neighbors what they think. Laura 
Hansen, who lives across the street from 
the newspaper, says she knows who the 
winner will be.

“It has to be Hansen,” she said about 
the white horse from Northern Ken-
tucky. “Not only is he a local horse, they 
spell his name just like mine. How could 
he lose?”

“I’m going with Dullahan,” our 
sports writer Mark Gray said. “I made 
money on him when he won the Blue 
Grass Stakes and I’m sure he’ll be good 
to me again this Saturday.

My brother thinks Bodemeister is the 
best horse in the race. Carol Spitzer, who 
owns Pier 99 Marina on Craigs Creek 
Lake, likes Gemologist because of her 
penchant for diamonds. 

Our delivery man says it’ll be Union 

See Neil Miles, page 3

This and That

See Stephenson, page 3

Rags, my barber thinks El Padrino can’t 
be beat and the reporter who writes 
about horse racing for the Louisville 
Courier Journal also likes the prob-
able favorite, Union Rags.

I’ve been told Creative Cause can’t 
win because his trainer has decided to 
take off his blinkers. Saber Cat is sup-
posedly too slow, I’ll Have Another is 
too tipsy, Alpha is too afraid of crowds, 
My Adonis is too conceited, Done Talk-
ing is too shy and Daddy Long Legs is 
too tall.

David Booth, Gallatin County’s 
handicapper extraordinaire, hasn’t told 
me what he thinks yet but that’s okay 
because I have my mind made up. I’m 
putting my money on Take Charge Indy 
this Saturday. That’s because he has 14 
letters in his name and that’s as good a 
reason as I can fi nd.

It’s time to pick a winner

Lady Wildcats advance to Elite Eight- page 5

Circuit Judge J. R. 
Schrand refused last week 
to reduce the $50,000 
cash only bond of Charles 
“Steve” Stephenson.

Stephenson, 58, lives in 
Walton but is well known 
in Gallatin County. He’s 
charged in Boone County 
with tampering with evi-
dence and possession of 
a controlled substance 
(Oxycontin). Police be-
lieve he may be respon-
sible for far more serious 
crimes and hope to keep 
him in jail until they can 
prove it.

At last Wednesday’s 
bond hearing, Common-
wealth Attorney Linda 
Tally Smith said police 
offi cers have confi rmed 
Stephenson was the last 
person to be with Au-
rora, Ind., resident Leigh 
Jennings before she was 
brutally murdered in her 
home, on March 29. Jen-
nings called Stephenson 
her “companion” and had 
lent him money. She was 
found dead with multiple 
head fractures.

Shortly before his 
arrest, Stephenson at-
tempted to commit sui-
cide on April 9, by slash-
ing his wrists after police 
searched his home for evi-
dence. His life was saved 
when police returned to 
the home to interview 
him.

Police have not con-
fi rmed it but he may also
be a suspect in the mur-
ders of his uncle and aunt,
Billy and Peggy Stephen-
son, both 74, of Boone
County who were also
well known here. They 
were found brutally killed 
in their home last May.
No one has been arrested
for the murders. Police 
have said little about their 
investigation except that 
they’ve devoted thou-
sands of man-hours in the
attempt to fi nd the killer.

At last week’s hearing,
Commonwealth Attorney 
Smith also told Judge
Schrand she plans to seek
an indictment against 
Stephenson this week on
fi nancial fraud charges.
The charges are “related 
to a series of fraudulent
transactions that have 
taken place over a number 
of years which total in ex-
cess of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars even by
Mr. Stephenson’s admis-
sion,” Smith said.

Stephenson has a histo-
ry of fi nancial problems, 
including a $2,000 judg-
ment against him from
a credit card company.
Also last December, a
judge ordered him to re-
pay $3,000 he borrowed
from his aunt, Fay Parks, 
in 2007. Stephenson was 

Six people were ar-
rested and a juvenile was 
taken to the hospital early 
Saturday morning, April 
28, after offi cers from the 
Gallatin County Sheriff’s 
Department and the State 
Police found a metham-
phetamine lab in a Glen-
coe home.

Facing a variety of 
charges inclduing manu-
facturing methamphet-
amine, unlawful posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
precursor, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of marijuana and 
engaging in organized 
crime are: Florence Hale, 
24, of Verona; Linda Har-
ris, 37,of Warsaw; Brian 
Rowe, 42, of Glencoe; 
Adam Bailey, 19 of Spar-
ta and Katlein Woodward 
23, of Glencoe. In addi-
tion, a 14 year-old juve-
nile found at the home 
was taken to St. Elizabeth 
Medical Center in Flor-

ence for evaluation.
The arrests were made 

at Rowe’s home located at 
114 Main St. in Glencoe 
at about 1:30 a.m., Satur-
day morning.

“This concludes a six-
month investigation,” 
said Sheriff Josh Neale. 
“We’ve had the house un-
der surveillance. We regot 
our search warrant from 
the county attorney about 
9 p.m. Friday and took ac-
tion when we knew every-
one would be there.”

There were no injuries 
but Neale said there was 
one close call.

“We found one of the 
women in the back seat 
of a car looking very un-
easy,” he said. “It turns 
out she had a bottle under 
her shirt that was a one-
step meth lab. If those 
bottles aren’t burped or 
opened up regularly they 
will explode. Luckily, the 
bottle fell out when she 

got out of the car and we 
were able to defuse the 
situation.”

All six suspects are 
now at the Carroll County 
Detention Center.

Neale also said one of 
the reasons his depart-

ment has been conduct-
ing roadblocks in recent 
weeks is to fi nd meth labs.

“People are driving 
around in cars making 
meth,” the Sheriff said. 
“We’ve found road blocks 
are a good deterrent.”

Last week, a Kentucky 
parole review board de-
nied parole for Neil Miles, 
29, of Warsaw. Miles 
was convicted in May, 
2009, of killing Samantha 
Spade in a drunk driving 
accident.

During his trial a re-
morseful Miles admit-
ted he was driving drunk 
when he ran head-on into 
Spade’s car on Nov. 3, 
2007. He received a sen-
tence of 20 years in pris-
on. Court records show 
Miles’ blood alcohol level 
was .23 percent at the 
time of accident, which is 
nearly three times the le-
gal limit of .08.

Spade was 18 when 
she died and had recently 
graduated as Valedictori-
an of her Gallatin County 
High School Class.

Miles was not allowed 
to speak to the parole 
board at the hearing but 
Spade’s mother, Debbie 
Powers, was. Powers now 
lives in Pennsylvania and 
was accompanied to the 
hearing by several family 
members and friends.

She told the board that 
Miles should remain in 
jail because she believed 
he was a threat to society 
due to his record of drink-
ing and driving.

“My daughter was a 
wonderful, intelligent 
and compassionate young 
lady,” Powers said after 
the hearing. “She did not 
deserve to be killed like 
this.”

Miles won’t be eligi-
ble for parole again until 
2014. Powers said she 

The Gallatin County 
News welcomes your let-
ters about candidates and 
issues in the upcoming 
primary elections that will 
be held Tuesday, May 22.

Letters will appear in 

a special Election Issue 
published on Wednesday, 
May 16.

We must receive letters 
by Friday, May 11. Letters 
may be edited for content 
and length.

Judge won’t
lower bail for
Stephenson
Financial fraud, murder
charges may come next

Greening up the greenhouse
Rufi no Santos sprays young tobacco plants at Vic Satchwell’s farm on Johnson Road with in-

secticide Monday afternoon. The plants, which came from Brazil, will be transplanted into fi elds 
as soon as the possibility of frost is gone. Photo by Kelley Warnick

Six busted on meth charges

Neil Miles denied
parole for drunk
driving death
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Happy 90th, Captain!
Al Bernstein (left) of B&B Riverboats

brought his Belle of Cincinnati stern-wheeler to 
Warsaw on Sunday so he could throw Russell
“Bubby” Hall of Warsaw (right) a grand 90th
birthday party. About 250 people enjoyed a lav-
ish feast and a two-hour cruise. Hall worked
as a riverboat captain for Bernstein for many
years and is credited with navagational inova-
tions that are still in use. Bernstein said he’s
looking forward to helping Hall celebrate his 
95th and 100th birthdays on the boat. Photo by 
Kelley Warnick

‘Fan Day’ Fun
Addy Sparks, 4, and her brother, A. J., had 

fun doing a victory dance on the Kentucky 
Speedway’s fi nish line during Fan Day on Sat-
urday. Tram Tours of the track and its many 
improvements went on during the day as did 
live music and safety demonstrations. Photo by 
Kathleen Niece


