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ST. LOUIS — Since the Iraq
War ended, there has been little
fanfare for the veterans returning
home. No ticker-tape parades. No
massive, flag-waving public cele-
brations. 

So, two friends from St. Louis
decided to change that. They
sought donations, launched a
Facebook page, met with the
mayor and mapped a route.
Today, hundreds of veterans are
expected to march in downtown
St. Louis in the nation’s first big
welcome home parade since the
last troops left Iraq in December.

“It struck me that there was this
debate going on as to whether
there should or shouldn’t be a
parade,” said Tom Appelbaum,
one of the organizers. “Instead of
waiting around for somebody
somewhere to say, ‘Yes, let’s have
a parade,’ we said, ‘Let’s just do
it.’ ”

Appelbaum, a 46-year-old
lawyer, and Craig Schneider, a
41-year-old school technology
coordinator, said they were puz-
zled by the lack of celebrations
marking the war’s end. But, they
wondered, if St. Louis could host

thousands of people for a parade
after their beloved Cardinals won
the World Series, why couldn’t
there be a party for the troops who
put their lives on the line?

The effort got help with dona-
tions from two corporations with
St. Louis connections – $10,000
from Anheuser-Busch and $7,500
from the Mayflower moving
company. Individual donations
have boosted the project’s total
budget to about $35,000. By com-
parison, more than $5 million was
spent two decades ago on New
York’s welcome-home parade for
Gulf War veterans who helped
drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait.

Ticker-tape salutes to returning
troops are part of the American
culture, including parades in
many cities honoring veterans of
World War I and World War II.

Since the end of the latest war
in Iraq, there have only been
small events at military posts,
gatherings of families at airports
and a low-key appearance by
President Barack Obama at Fort
Bragg, N.C., a base that endured
more than 200 deaths from fight-
ing in the war.

In St. Louis, Army Spc. James
Casey appreciates the handshakes

he’s gotten at local and often
informal observances of his 111⁄2
years with the Army Reserve and
three tours in Iraq, which includ-
ed the 2003 invasion. But the 29-
year-old father of a year-old
daughter relishes attending the St.
Louis parade he considers “the
proper welcoming home we all
know we deserve.”

He hopes larger U.S. cities fol-
low suit.

“For the longest time, St. Louis
has been the east-meets-west soci-
ety, so I’m not surprised it’s hap-
pening here. Hopefully, every-
body sees what we’re doing and
grabs onto this,” Casey said Fri-
day. “Something like this – where
it’s showing support for those that
have served – is not just a thank
you. It’s an embracing of the sac-
rifice so many Americans have
made.”

Celebrating the end of the Iraq
War hasn’t been as simple as the
outpourings after the world wars,
said Wayne Fields, professor of
English and American culture
studies at Washington University
in St. Louis. With 91,000 troops
still fighting in Afghanistan,
many Iraq veterans could be rede-
ployed – suggesting to some that
it’s premature to celebrate their
homecoming.

“We’re not celebrating the end
of a war the way we were with V-
E Day or V-J Day (after World
War II),” Fields said. “Part of
what this is trying to do is recog-
nize the special service of those
who were there even though we
can’t declare a victory over a
clearly identified enemy.”

In May 2003, then-President
George W. Bush landed on an air-
craft carrier to hail the end of major
combat operations in Iraq. Behind
him during that speech was a ban-
ner that read, “Mission Accom-
plished,” yet U.S. troops remained
in Iraq for 81⁄2 more years.

Even some of the festivities in
St. Louis will serve as a reminder
that Bush launched the Iraq War as
part of the larger war on terror fol-
lowing the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 

As part of the weekend, a
“Reading of the Fallen” will
begin at 9:11 p.m. Friday at Sol-
diers Memorial downtown. It will
continue until the names of the
approximately 6,500 Americans
killed since the attacks are read.

“Veterans have sacrificed so
much for the safety and well-
being of St. Louisans,” Mayor
Francis Slay said. “This is a
chance to demonstrate our appre-
ciation for them.”
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 Recognizes January as
 School Board Member Appreciation Month

 Meet Becky Evans
 School Board Member

 Becky graduated from Hart County High School and 
 began her career as a nurse after completing Glasgow’s 
 School for Licensed Practical Nurses and then 
 graduating from Western Kentucky University’s nursing 
 program with an associate nursing degree.

 For more than 20 years, Becky has worked as a 
 registered nurse for T.J. Samson Hospital as a pre-
 admissions charge nurse in the surgical department. 
 Prior to that, she worked as a nurse’s assistant and LPN 
 at Caverna Memorial Hospital.

 Becky and her husband, Tristan, are the parents of 
 two Warren East Raiders. Their daughter, Erika, is a 
 junior at Warren East High School and their son, Carson, 
 is in the eighth grade at Warren East Middle School.

 Thank you, Becky!

  From the 14,000 students and 2,000 employees 
 you think of everyday!

 For the last three years, Becky has represented constituents from:
 •  North Warren Elementary
 •  Oakland Elementary School
 •  Areas of Alvaton Elementary School

 •  Areas of Warren East and Drakes 
 Creek middle schools

 •   Areas of Greenwood and Warren East high schools

 Becky said she joined the school board as a way to become more involved in 
 the school system and has found it rewarding to recognize students and their 
 achievements both in academics and atheletics. She said she makes every 
 decision with the best interest of the children in mind.

 “School districts are complex corporations and the decisions we make go a long 
 way. They affect jobs, resources, and most importantly, the education of all our 
 children. We are committed to serving the needs of all students and strive to work 
 as a team with administration to provide a quality public education.” - Becky Evans

“We would like to invite you to be
a part of our family of patients.” 

1901 Scottsville Rd  Bowling Green 270-393-0005

405 S.L. Rogers Wells Blvd  Glasgow  270-651-0439 

877-51-FOCUS

Specialists in Cataracts, LASIK, Glaucoma, & Routine Eye Care

www.DrEyeInstitute.com

Dr. John Downing and Dr. James Rynerson
are excited to announce their new partnership.

Exceptional Eye Care.

By PAUL FOY
and JENNIFER DOBNER
The Associated Press

ROY, Utah — Authorities on Friday
charged an 18-year-old man with posses-
sion of a weapon of mass destruction
after they say he and another teenager
planned to bomb a Utah high school.

Dallin Morgan and a 16-year-old were
arrested Wednesday at Roy High School,
about 30 miles north of Salt Lake City,
after police were alerted to the plot by a
fellow student who received ominous
text messages from one of the suspects.

“If I tell you one day not to go to
school, make damn sure you and ... are
not there,” the message read, according to
court records.

Authorities said the pair had detailed
blueprints of the school and had planned
to try to steal a plane at a nearby airport
after their attack. The students told police
they had been learning to fly on a flight
simulator program on their home com-
puters.

Investigators were trying to determine
just how close the two suspects were to
pulling off an attack they say was
inspired by the deadly 1999 Columbine
High School shootings in Littleton, Colo. 

Authorities say the younger suspect
visited the school last month to interview

the principal about the shootings and
security measures. 

Morgan was released on bond, pend-
ing arraignment Wednesday. The 16-
year-old, whom The Associated Press
isn’t naming because he’s a minor, had

been held at a juve-
nile facility, but
authorities declined
to immediately say
whether he remained
in custody Friday.

The FBI is exam-
ining the suspects’
computers. Local and
federal authorities
searched the school,
two vehicles belong-
ing to the suspects
and their homes but

found no explosives.
The 16-year-old suspect’s father

declined to comment Friday, and no one
answered the door at Morgan’s home. 

The charge filed Friday includes con-
spiring to use a weapon of mass destruc-
tion, not necessarily possessing one. Pros-
ecutors are considering additional charges.

The suspects told authorities they were
inspired by Columbine, but were offend-
ed when compared to them because
“those killers only completed one percent

of their plan,” according to a probable
cause statement.

Roy High School sophomore Bailey
Gerhardt told The Salt Lake Tribune she
received text messages from one of the
suspects and alerted school administrators.

“I get the feeling you know what I’m
planning,” read one of the messages,
according to court records. “Explosives,
airport, airplane.

“We ain’t gonna crash it, we’re just
gonna kill and fly our way to a country
that won’t send us back to the U.S.,” read
one message to the girl.

Royal Eccles, manager at the Ogden-
Hinckley Airport, about a mile from the
school, said Friday it would have been
nearly impossible for the students to steal
a plane or get the knowledge to fly one
using flight simulator programs.

“It’s highly improbable,” Eccles said.
“That’s how naive these kids are.”

While authorities are still working to
determine a motive, one text message
noted the suspects sought “revenge on
the world.”

Police credit the girl with helping foil
the plan, though authorities said the
school didn’t have any assemblies set,
and the suspects revealed no specific
dates to pull off the attack. 

“It could have been a disaster,” Roy

police spokeswoman Anna Bond said.
The juvenile suspect also told investi-

gators he was so “fascinated” by the
Columbine massacre that he visited the
school and interviewed the principal
about the shootings. 

Columbine Principal Frank DeAngelis
confirmed Friday that he met with the 16-
year-old student Dec. 12 after the teenag-
er told him he was doing a story for his
school newspaper on the shootings.

DeAngelis told the AP he frequently
gets requests from students doing
research on the shootings, and the request
from this one wasn’t unusual.

“He asked the same questions I get
from many callers and visitors asking
about the shooting,” DeAngelis said. He
said the student wanted details about the
shooting, the aftermath and the steps
taken since then to protect the school. 

Police said the student told them Roy
school officials would not allow him to
write the story.

DeAngelis said he was shocked when
he got a call from Utah police on
Wednesday asking if he had met with the
youth. He said the interview raised no red
flags but that he would do things differ-
ently with future requests.

“This was definitely a wake-up call.
This is the first time this has happened,”

DeAngelis said.
The Roy High School plot “was

months in planning,” said Roy police
Chief Gregory Whinham, and included
plans for a device designed to “cause as
much harm as possible to students and
faculty” at the school.

Morgan told police the 16-year-old
had previously made a pipe bomb using
gun powder and rocket fuel. 

“Dallin told me that (the juvenile)
bragged about using a bomb to blow up a
mail box and having three handguns in
his house,” according to a police affi-
davit. The 16-year-old boy “claimed that
he did not have the guns but Dallin was
the source of the guns because he is 18
and can purchase a gun.”

The two students prepared by logging
hundreds of hours on flight simulator soft-
ware on their home computers, Bond said.

Both students had “absolute knowl-
edge of the security systems and the lay-
out of the school,” Bond said.  “They
knew where the security cameras were.
Their original plan was to set off explo-
sives during an assembly. We don’t know
what date they were planning to do this,
but they had been planning it for months.”

The parents of both students “woke up
in the middle of a nightmare,” Bond said.
“They’ve been very cooperative.”

Jeff Roberson/AP
Ross Elementary fifth-graders Juilanna Bell (clockwise from left), Mollie Weinberg, Courtney Turner and
Mckenzie Thompson work Wednesday on a hand-made sign in Creve Coeur, Mo. The sign will be used
at today’s parade to welcome home Iraq War veterans.

St. Louis hosting parade
for veterans of Iraq War

Finance
chiefs try
to assure
business
By NIKO PRICE
and PAN PYLAS
The Associated Press

DAVOS, Switzerland —
Leading finance chiefs sought to
reassure anxious global business
leaders Friday that Europe is on
track to solve its crippling debt
crisis before it drags the world’s
economies down. Europe’s top
banker said investors, burned
after trusting the region’s govern-
ments too much, now trust them
too little.

The finance chiefs said the
picture in Europe has changed
over the past two months as the
European Central Bank has
loaned billions of euros to fragile
banks, indebted countries have
pushed through convincing
reforms and EU leaders have
come near to building a closer
fiscal union that would make
their common currency stronger.

Several also signaled Friday
that Greece is close to clinching a
crucial debt-reduction deal with
private bondholders – a key ele-
ment in Europe’s efforts to stem
a two-year debt crisis that is
causing ripples around the globe.
The crisis is a central topic at the
World Economic Forum, a gath-
ering of government and busi-
ness leaders at the Swiss ski
resort of Davos.

“They’re making progress on
reforms, they’re changing the
institutions of Europe to put bet-
ter discipline on fiscal policy,”
said U.S. Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner. “You have
three new governments doing
some very tough things. You
have an ECB doing what central
banks have to do. You see them
move to try to strengthen the
financial sector.”

Mario Draghi, head of the
European Central Bank, said a
combination of actions – includ-
ing super-cheap, long-term loans
to shaky banks on the continent
and a couple of interest rate cuts
– have helped Europe avoid
deeper financial trouble.

“We have avoided a major
credit crunch, a major lending
crisis,” he said.

Draghi said borrowing rates
would remain high “for quite a
while” because bond markets are
overestimating the risk involved
in holding European government
debt after years of underestimat-
ing it. But he called market pres-
sure “the most potent engine for
reform in different govern-
ments.”

Geithner said the fate of the
U.S. economy – and by exten-
sion of the rest of the world –
hinges on Europe’s debt crisis,
along with potential tensions
with Iran. He said the main piece
of unfinished business for
Europe is building a bigger fund
to help troubled economies sur-
vive.

But while French Finance
Minister Francois Baroin said
that fund needs to be increased to
calm markets, his German coun-
terpart, Wolfgang Schaeuble,
indicated that his government is
not prepared to do so. Germany,
as Europe’s biggest economy,
would face the biggest bill.

“We must not give the wrong
incentives,” Schaeuble said.
“You can make any figure. It will
not work if the real problems will
not be solved.”

Student charged in Utah school bomb plot

DALLIN MORGAN
Released on bond

DEBT CRISIS
IN EUROPE


