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Cemetery prices are on
the rise.

Bardstown City Council
approved the first reading
of an ordinance that will
increase the cost of plots
and the opening and closing
of graves.

If approved on second
reading, the cost for plots
near the front of the ceme-
tery, near North Third
Street, will increase from
$400 to $500. The cost for
plots farther back into the
cemetery will increase from
$350 to $450. The price
increase would allow the
city cemetery costs to be
similar to those at St.
Joseph Cemetery, which
sits next to the Bardstown
Cemetery. St. Joseph raised
its prices in October from
$350 to $500.

Other increases include
the opening and closing
cost for graves from $250 to
$400; opening a grave for
an urn would increase from
$100 to $150; the cost of a
baby grave would change

from $50 to $150; and the
cost of opening a baby
grave would increase from
$100 to $150.

The first reading passed
unanimously with City
Council member Tommy
Reed making sure the ordi-
nance still must pass a sec-
ond reading before it
becomes official.

“That still gives the pub-
lic two weeks to interject,”
Reed said. “I just wanted to
make sure the public has
plenty of time.”

The number of cemetery
plots being sold lately has
increased, according to City
Clerk Bobbe Blincoe. But
that usually happens when a
price increase is on the hori-
zon, she said. The Council
approved 11 cemetery plots
at Tuesday’s meeting and
Blincoe said Thursday she
is continuing to sell plots at
an unusual rate.

The ordinance that
changes the price of the
plots also changes the title
of the public works director
to the public works superin-
tendent. It’s strictly a
change in title, Bardstown

Mayor Bill Sheckles said.
The duties and salary
remain unchanged.

While on the topic of the
cemetery, Council member
Bobby Simpson took the
time to mention that
cleanup at the cemetery is
taking place before the
mowing season begins in
the spring.

Many people will put
memorabilia on their loved
ones’ gravestones but
sometimes those items can
interfere with the mowers.

“We don’t want to throw
it away, but we can’t leave it
sitting there on account of
the mowers,” Simpson said.

He urged family mem-
bers to check their loved
ones’ gravesites for any-
thing that needs to be
picked up or that could be
hit by mowers.

Cable for Chaplin
City Engineer Jeff Mills

said the city will soon acti-
vate the cable lines for the
downtown area of Chaplin.
This will enable 240 houses

TOM DEKLE
Nelson County Schools

Shawn Robinson, an
accomplished musician,
music teacher and conduc-
tor, will be the first leader
for the Thomas Nelson High
School music program, the
high school announced
Thursday.

“He’s a very successful
conductor. He’s a very dedi-
cated musician, and first and
foremost, he is intent on
making great things happen
for kids,” said TNHS
Principal Wes Bradley in
announcing the selection.

For Robinson, the posi-
tion will amount to some-
what of a homecoming.

A Kentucky native,
Robinson is director of
bands for Mesilla Valley
Christian Schools in Las
Cruces, New Mexico, and
music sirector and principal
conductor for New Horizons
Symphony Orchestra and
Las Cruces City Youth
String Ensemble.

“The position is such an
exceptional opportunity. As
a first, I’ll get to set a stan-
dard of excellence” for the
program, said Robinson,
who grew up in
Elizabethtown and is a grad-
uate of Central Hardin High
School. His wife, Stephanie,
grew up in Nelson County
and is a graduate of Nelson
County High School.

Robinson said he is most
excited about the opportuni-
ty to build a program from
scratch, while returning to
Kentucky adds icing to the
cake.

Robinson earned a
Bachelor of Music
Education at Western
Kentucky University and
went on to earn a Master’s in
Instrumental Conducting
from New Mexico State
University.

A versatile musician and
instructor, Robinson has
experience working with
musicians of many ages,
currently including a nine-
year-old trumpet player and
an 89-year-old cello player.

Robinson also has experi-
ence building band and

music programs, including
the New Horizons
Symphony, which started as
a small community group
that has grown to become a
full-fledged and well-
respected orchestra.
Robinson also grew the
Mesilla Valley music pro-
gram to include a marching
band, jazz band, wind
ensemble, a beginning band
and a seventh- and eighth-
grade concert band.

As the first band leader
for TNHS, Robinson is
happy he will have the
opportunity to “do it right
from the beginning,” by
doing everything from over-
seeing the purchase of
appropriate band equipment
to “making sure my people
make the right sounds with
their instruments” by build-
ing up their technique and
making sure they can “play
deftly and accurately.”

Robinson keeps an active
performance schedule and
has a long-term goal in
Nelson County to “create a
symphony and have it per-
form excellent music.”

For the first year though,
Robinson’s goal will be to
“create a piece of work the
kids can be proud of. I want
them to be able to look back
on their work and be proud,”
Robinson said.

Among his own accom-
plishments, Robinson is
proud to have won a con-

ducting concerto while at
Western, and to have been
the principal tuba player for
a WKU band that toured
Russia that year (spring,
2005). 

“My principal instrument
is an ensemble. It is a diffi-
cult instrument to play but
very rewarding when it
comes together,” Robinson
said.
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Thomas Nelson HS names its band director

Shawn Robinson conducts the New Horizons Symphony
Orchestra in rehearsal, playing George Bizet’s Symphony
in C. An accomplished musician, music teacher and con-
ductor, Robinson will be the first leader for the Thomas
Nelson High School music program.

Biography of Bardstown native
draws nationwide attention
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A biography of
Bardstown native Daniel
Rudd, a devout Catholic and
former slave who founded
the American Catholic
Tribune, has drawn nation-
wide attention. 

Author Gary Agee will
return to Bardstown
Saturday for a signing at
Bardstown Booksellers on
North Third Street. The sign-
ing will be 1-4 p.m.

Agee spoke about the
book, “A Cry for Justice:
Daniel Rudd and His Life in
Black Catholicism,
Journalism, and Activism,
1854-1933,” at the Nelson
County Public Library Jan.
28.

“Though it was a small
crowd the discussion was
engaging,” Agee wrote in an
e-mail. “There were ques-
tions about Rudd’s time in
Bardstown, his owners,
Charles and Matilda
Haydon, a discussion of
Bardstown and the activity
of Jesuits during the Civil
War years.”

Agee’s return to
Bardstown offers him more
of a chance to share Rudd’s
story. 

“I am going back to
Bardstown because I am
aware that there are still
many people in Bardstown
who know little about
Rudd,” Agee said. 

But more people are find-
ing out. Book sales in
Bardstown have been good,
he said. 

“As it turns out the book-
store who carries the book
has already sold more copies
than I sold at the signing.”
Agee said he wasn’t sure
how many books have been
sold but it will go into a sec-
ond printing. The book was
released in January. 

And media sources

around the country have
picked up on the story. Agee
has recorded interviews with
two National Public Radio
affiliates, WYSO in
Springfield, Ohio, and
KUAF in Fayetteville, Ark.,
both scheduled to air in the
next few days. Agee wrote a
guest column for the Feb. 12
edition of The Cincinnati
Enquirer, and a positive
review is featured on the
blog for The Catholic Spirit
at the website
www.CatholicHotdish.com,
with the possibility of being
featured in the print edition,
as well. The Catholic News
Service based in
Washington, D.C., may also
distribute an article to its
Catholic newspaper clients
throughout the country,
Agee added. 

“I didn’t really expect to
get all of the attention the
book is getting,” Agee said.
“But I think Rudd deserves
the attention. I think the peo-
ple who have read the book
realize just how difficult it
was for African-Americans
in the U.S. during (the) Jim
Crow era. Moreover, some
who have read the book feel
as though there are some
parallels between what
African Americans faced
during this period of
American History and what
minorities still face in
America today.”

Agee believes attention
for his book may also shine a
spotlight on Bardstown. 

“I do think Bardstown
will be getting some atten-
tion,” he said. “Rudd’s time
in Bardstown deeply shaped
Rudd. … From his editorials
he had very fond memories
of John S. Verdin S.J. and the
Jesuits who worked with
him as a young boy (in
Bardstown). It must have
been they who helped him
with his early education.
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