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CONTINUE TRAINING
One of the really bright spots in the war on poverty in Eastern Ken-

tucky during the past year has been the vocational training taught
would-b-e automoDile mechanics here In Whitesburg.

It has been a wholly successful venture. The men who have been
enrolled have been studying something they knew probably would lead
to a' well-payi- ng job, and they were taught by instructors who held
their respect, in fact, we haven't heard a single word of adverse crit-
icism of the program. The only gripes we have heard have come from
the many Letcher Countlaiu who wanted in the course but couldn't get

, in because the classes were full.
But now it has all come to a halt. The course which was taught dur-

ing the past year has been completed. No new class is being unde-
rtakenand so far as we can discover, none is planned.

Spokesmen from the Hazard Area Vocational School, which admin-
istered the course, say they would like to have another one here some-
time. But they have no definite plans for new courses. In fact, they
have notified their Whitesburg landlord that they have no plans for fu-

ture use of his building.
We don't know where the trouble is whether it is with faulty plan-

ning and administration in hazard, or whether the holdup is with the
State Department of Education in Frankfort, or whether the delay is
caused by some sleepy Washington agency.

But we would like to sec responsible local, state and federal offi-

cials look into the situation.
The vocational courses that have been offered here, cou-

pled with similar courses elsewhere in Eastern Kentucky, have been
one of the truly meaningful steps taken to help the distressed of the
area find new means to be It is unthinkable that these
efforts should be abandoned. Instead, they should be multiplied and
we should have vocational training available for everyone who wants
or can be persuaded to take part in it.

It makes no sense to abandon the present school, to disband the staff,
to disappoint many men who had looked forward to the start of new
classes in anticipation that they would be enabled to do something to
support themselves and their families. It makes even less sense to let
the issue remain in a state of suspension for an indefinite period of
time, with no clear answers from anyone to questions being asked by
would-b- e trainees and by staff members at the school who need to be
able to make plans for their futures. Instructors like John King, who
can command the respect of the men he teaches, arc hard to find.
Shall we lose him while Hazard, Frankfort and Washington engage In
weeks and months of buck-passi- ng and paper-shufflin- g?

Incidentally, on another page of this issue there is a story concern-
ing vocational training to be given to inmates of Kentucky State Re-

formatory at LaGrange who are from Eastern Kentucky. We think it
Is fine that the young men at that institution will be given training.

But It certainly maKes little sense to train our prison Inmates while
we deny training to well behaved citizens outside prison. If poverty
is a major cause of crime, then it makes more sense to train the pov-
erty stricken before they are forced to become criminals, not after.

Eastern Kentucky husbands learned long ago that they could get
their families on the welfare rolls by committing the crime of deser-
tion, and many of them left home in a last desperate attempt to pro-
vide for their wives and children. As matters now stand, Eastern Ken-tuckia- ns

who want training for a career will have to learn to commit
crimes also then they can be sent to prison and trained for jobs.

THE FANTUS REPORT
It is fortunate that Whitesburg Attorney Harry M. Caudill stands six

feet tall and has broad shoulders. For there is a growing trend with
certain groups and individuals to put on his back all the sins and trou-
bles of Eastern Kentucky.

If Mr. Caudill just wouldn't write about Eastern Kentucky problems,
they would all go away. If he wouldn't talk about poverty, poverty
would disappear tomorrow. Everybody knows there is not a single
jobless person in Eastern Kentucky, not a single crooked politician,
not a single strip mine, not a single dirty stream, not a junked auto
along the roadside, not an illiterate teacher, nor a maimed miner nor
a hungry child. Harry Caudill dreamed them all up, and if he would
Just shut up, all our problems would be solved . . . that is, we nev-
er had any problems anyway, except Mr. Caudill.

All this is by way of comment on the report from Fantus Area Re-

search, Inc. , on the Industrial prospects of Eastern Kentucky. The re-

port was, on the whole, a realistic appraisal of the area, its problems
and Its opportunities. But since the report makes Mr. Caudill a whip-
ping boy, the tendency Is to judge it on the basis of personal feelings
about Mr. Caudill ana so to ignore the real substance of the report It-

self.
Fantus found several things going for Eastern Kentucky In the question

of whether factories shouldcome here. Perhaps most importantly, it
found that with new road developments and because of Kentucky's gco-grap- hlc

location, industrialists can find numerous factory sites In the
area that are both accessible and close to major national markets. Fan-
tus also found a number of improving population centers, mostly county
seat towns such as Paintsville, Whitesburg, London and Somerset, with
Improved basic community facilities making the towns better places to
Hve - and better homes for future industries.

fantus also found that the area has a substantial reservoir of labor, in-

cluding many individuals with adequate training, and found further that
the Eastern Kentucky labor force is a good labor force, giving the em-
ployer just due for nis wage dollar.

Fantus found, however, a shortage of immediately available plant
sites, with but few communities In a position to give a prospective man-
ufacturer an immediate option upon a tract of land. It found local and
state public and private efforts to recruit industry to be weak . It found

, problems with schools.
Fantus was troubled by the filth and litter of the area, commenting it

sees no reason why the mountains can't be cleansed of filth through wise
usage of the large unemployed fathers labor force.

On balance it was a good report, far more hopeful In tone than had
been anticipated, but not really rose-color-

Now that the report has given Eastern Kentucky business a reason to
hope for better days ahead, we hope that the State Department of
Commerce, which commissioned It, will make an all-o- ut effort to
put it to use and campaign harder than it has before to show Industrial
prospects the opportunities in the mountains. It is a standard joke that
about the only time industrial location representatives come to Eastern
Kentucky Is just before elections.

The department will need help also lrom local businessmen, many
of whom are willing but don't know what they should do. The state
might do well to spend some more money with Fantus for a detailed
plan of how local leaders should go about courting Industry.
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JAMES CAUDILL,
1753-18- 40

By LARRY CAUDILL

Digging Into genealogical data
on an ancestor who took part in
the War of the Revolution reveals
that James Caudill (1753-184- 0)

took years to collect his vouchers
for his fightin' clothes.

In the memorabilia of the late
R. B. Caudill of Blackey is a cer-

tification from the North Carolina
Historical Commission that "The
United States Army paid to North
Carolina per John Brown, treasurer
of the Morgan district, to James
Caudle for cloathing (sic) certified
May 1781. "

The record was sent to Uncle R.
B. with a letter dated March 19,
1927, Indicating his interest in
family genealogical matters over
a long period.

Accompanying the certificate 1

was a letter from Sophie D. Bus-b- ee

of the North Carolina Histor-

ical Society, who researched the
records, who noted the discrepan-
cy in the spelling of the name
Caudill. She said there was no
doubt it was the James Caudill who
was buried in 1840 on Rockhouse
Creek in Letcher County.

The payment for James Caudlll's
military equipment recorded in
the certificate was 11 shillings and
4 pence, according to the comp-
troller's office at Kingston, N. C.

Historian Busbee's letter to Uncle
R. B. noted that keepers of public
records in those days were rather
freewheeling with their spelling,
and that she had found the same
name spelled three different ways
in the same document. James
Caudlll's name appears in some
Letcher County documents, along
with that of his brother Ben, as
Cordill.

As chairman of a committee of
the Letcher County Historical So-

ciety, Mrs. Lundy Adams has sent
data to the Kentucky Historical So-

ciety from which to establish a
highway marker to the. James Cau-

dill graveyard on Ky 7 between
the twin bridges.

Included in the data is the fact
that James Caudill was a member
of a force of less than 900 coloni-
als which defeated and captured a
British force of 1004. Not an en-

emy soldier escaped in the Battle
of Kings Mountain in North Caro-
lina, which is regarded by histor-
ians as one of the critical fights of
the War of the Revolution.

Other North Carolina records of
the war mention the names of Ben
Caudill, John Caudill and Caesar
Caudill.

James and Ben Caudill needed
many years to collect their pen-
sions from the Revolutionary War.
Uncle R. B. 's records Included
photostatic copies of awards of
their pensions at Lexington in
1832. James then was 75 years
old. The pension was a handsome
$20 a year.

The brothers came to Letcher
County and settled soon after the
war and were literally "early set-

tlers" when the county was cre-

ated and named for Governor
Letcher in 1848.

PORK: 6 A POUWD

By WILLIAM T. CORNETT

Last Friday while visiting the
record room of the courthouse I
took down the folder which con-
tains' Marriage Book Number One
and began flipping through the
pages.

After passing the pages which
contain the entries ofthe first re-

corded marriages in the county,
I came upon what appeared to be
several bound sheets of very old
blank paper.

I began looking through this and
found several pages of notations,
somewhat surprising to me, enti-
tled "Memorandum of Events, by
Ezekiel Brashear. " This I founa
to be a sort of diary and list of
weather conditions recorded ir-

regularly between 1875 and 1880.
Then I discovered the following
record written on a separate sheet
of paper stuck between two of the
bound pages which describes mall
arrivals, prices and trial dates for
the courts at Whitesburg 90 years
ago.

'Dec. 17th, 1875.
Price ot corn in Whitesburg from

40 to 50 co. per bushel.
Pork $6. 00 per hun. lbs.
Beef 3 and 3 12 cts. per lb.

ThURSHAY. AUGUST

Fess Whitaker Says

SOME VERY, VERY; STRANGE PEOPLE

WERE RAISED IN LETCHER COUNTY

"There nas oceu some great men and women raised in Letcher Coun-

ty, " said Fess Whitaker, "and they have been some very, very strange
people raised in Letcher County and some very bad men and done some
awful crimes, but what more could be expected of some people who

have had such a poor chance as men and women bom in the mountains

AndhJs' autobiography, "History of Corporal Fess Whitaker, " pub-

lished in 1918, he proceeded to describe some of them:
"One of the most peculiar men ever Letcher County had was old

fighting George Ison, on Line Fork ... In the time of the Civil War

the Yankees had stolen all of Uncle George's horses and cattle except
one old black and white pided cow. When spring came he would have
one of His Negroes, named Wesley, to plow the old cow and cultivate
the land. He would put one-ha- lf yoke on the old cow and a home-

made plow stock and plow from one-ha- lf of an acre to one acre per
day. He would milk his old cow every morning and evening and make
gravy for his slaves.

"He stayed full of moonshine whisky very near all of the time after
he lost his first wife. He left Line Fork to go courting above Whites-

burg to see Aunt Vina Adams. He had a brinnal cow winging to
Whitesburg to be shot for and the old cow would not lead very well
and he wanted to get up to Aunt Vlna's home before dark, so he tied
his cow to hi" old horse's tail and put the spur to his old horse, which
was well known In Letcher County oy the name of Blue Jack, and
just as he crossed the river at Whitesburg the old cow got stuck up in
the quicksand, and the old man feeling so good and his mind on nis
'sweetheart', then about fifty years old; he looked back to see his cow
about the time he hit the main street of Whitesburg and he noticed
that his cow was gone and old "Blue Jack" had lost his tall complete-
ly.

"He got James H. Frazlcr to look after his cow and he got one quart
as he went through Whitesburg and went on to see Aunt Vina. The
next day he came back to Whitesburg and some man had heard of
him being such a fighter and told him that he had come over two hun-

dred miles to fight him. So he got down off of "Blue Jack" and in
about fifty minutes old man Ison had him- well whipped. That was
the biggest fist and scull fight that was ever fought in the mountains
of Kentucky. After the fight was all over old man Ison set his op-

ponent up a glass of good apple brandy and they drank friendly and
shook hands and parted ...""... I will try and describe one of the most peculiar men that
was ever raised in the mountains, Elisha Ingram. Elisha Ingram was
bom at the mouth of Kingdom Come Creek in the year of 1865.
When a boy he was a peculiar turned boy. When he was about twen-
ty years old he could eat more than ten men. He wore number thir-
teen shoes. He lived in the woods most of his time and was reported
one time to the revenue people to be a moonshiner and there were
seven marshals who came from down in the State and made the raid.
He hid in one of those big caves in the head of Line Fork. The mar-
shals went In the cave at 8 o'clock in the morning and came out about
2 o'clock In the afternoon with Mr. Ingram.

"They foond that he was not a moonshiner, but a merchant or a hard-
ware man. When they came out they brought twenty-thr- ee big guns
and thirty-on- e trunks full of old rags. Mr. Ingram had been seen with
as many as three trunks on his back at the same time, bringing them
across the Big Black Mountain and taking them to his cave or store,
as it may be called, in the top of Cumberland Mountain, which is one
of the world's great sceneries, as well as the Mammoth Cave down in
the State. "

Whitaker's wife was an attractive women, from the picture of her
which appears in the remarkable history he wrote, but a reader would
never know it from his description of her:

"Soon as I got home (from the Spanish-Americ- an War) all of the
girls began to come in to see me and I sure could court some. All the
girls were struck on me because I was a soldier, and after a man has
been a soldier for four or five years and gets back home and there be- -'
lng so many pretty girls he wants to marry. So I got struck on four
real pretty girls, .Susan Comett, Tina Breeding, Mary Amburgey and
the one that made the winning, Mantle Ison. When I made up my
mind which one I loved best I sure set in to courtin'.

"I first got struck on my wife it was down on Caudlll's Branch to "old
Stiller Bill" Caudlll's funeral. He had made so much moonshine that
he bore the name of "Stiller Bill. " He had been dead ten years and
had 12 grown children, 187 grandchildren and 91
to mourn his death. His funeral was preached by the old Regular Bap-

tist and Ira Combs was up preaching. It was then that I looked under
a big beech tree and I saw a big, fine looking country girl. She
weighed about 160 pounds, had blue eyes, black hair and big, fine,
red, rosy checks that God had given her and she had a nose as large
as a banana.

"Something went down in my heart and it really smothered me so I
kept my eyes on her, and the more that I looked at her the prettier
she got. "

CURRENT COMMENT . . .

"Go placidly amid the noise and
the haste and learn what peace
there may be in silence . . .
Speak your truth quietly and clear-
ly; ana listen to others, even the
dull and ignorant; they too have
their story . . . If you compare
yourself with others you may be-
come vain and bitter: for always
there will be greater and lesser
persons than yourself.

"Enjoy your achievements as
well as your plans. Keep Inter-
ested in your career, however
humble; It is a real possession in

Butter from 12 12 and 15 cts.per lb.
Flower (sic) from $5 and $6 per

hun. lbs.
Fodder per hun (stacks) $1.25
Chicklns (sic) from 10 to 15 cts.a piece.
Male ("mail) arrivals each week

from Plketon (Plkeville) Sun.
from Perry (Co.) Wed.
from Harlan (Co.) Thurs.
County Courts meet 1st Mon. of

Each Month.
Circuit Courts meet in May and

Oct. (on 4th Mon.)"
Ezekiel Brashear was bom in 1807and died about 1885. He servedfor many yean as clerk of the '

Letcher County Court.
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the changing fortunes of time.
Exercise caution In your business
affairs; for the world is full of
trickery. But let this not blind
you to what virtue there is; many
persons strive for high Ideals; and
everywhere life is full of heroism.

"Be yourself. Especially do not
feign affection. Neither be cyn-
ical about love; for in the face of
all aridity, and disenchantment it
is as perennial as the grass. Take
kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things
of youth. Nurture strength of spi-
rit to shield you in sudden misfor-
tunes. But do not distress yourself
with Imaginings. Many fears arc
born of fatigue and loneliness.

"Be gentle with yourself. You
are a child of the universe no less
than the trees and the stars; you
have a right to be here. And whe-
ther or not it is clear toyou no
doubt the universe Is unfolding as
it should.

"Therefore be at peace with God,
whatever you conceive Hra to be.
And whatever your labors and as-

pirations in the noisy confusion of
life keep peace with your soul.
With all its sham, drudgery and
broken dreams, it Is still a beau-
tiful world. "

ADLAI E. STEVENSON


