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Court to consider
landowners' rights

Hindman--Kno- tt Circuit Judge
John Chris Cornett opened the
door this week to a court deter-
mination of the rights of owners
of surface land in Eastern Ken-
tucky vs. the rights of mineral
owners.

At the heart of the issue is the
question of whether strip mining
is lawful under the old long-for- m

mineral deeds of the 19th and
early 20th centuries. Mining com-

panies have contended, with court
backing, that the deeds give them
the right to strip mine without com
pensation to the landowner and
without his consent.

For the past several years, Ken-

tucky circuit judges have been
dismissing court cases raising the
strip mine issue. They have ex-

plained that the controversy al-

ready had been decided by the
state Court of Appeals, and that
they were required to follow the
high court's ruling.

Judge Cornett ruled this week,
however, that he will hear the
entire issue on Its meritsthe
facts and the law presented by
the respective sides. His deci-
sion came in a suit for a declar-
ation of rights filed by Leroy and
Helen Martin against Kentucky
River Coal Co.

Martin, of the Ap-

pal achian Group to Save the Land
and People, complains that he.
owns land on which Kentucky Ri-

ver has the mineral rights and that
Kentucky River is about to enter
the land and strip mine it, there-
by destroying his property without
his consent and without compen-
sation.

Judge Cornett, in a verbal rul-

ing on a motion to dismiss Mar-

tin's suit, commented that "Af-
ter due consideration, the court
is of the opinion that those who
believe they have been or ire

to be wronged are entitled
to bring this claim into" a court.
The court is the place to settle
confusions. "

Cornett said the case presented
a "highly controversial issue" and
that everyone connected with the
case must be careful and reasona

Chickens in
Egg production offers the chief

hope for increasing farm income
in Letcher County, in the opinion
of the Governor'' Commission on
Agriculture.

The Commission has been mak-
ing extensive studies of all aspects
of Kentucky's agriculture In an
effort to find ways to build the
farm economy of the state to $1
billion annually.

A report on Letcher County, pre- -

fared oy the Production Potential
Committee of the Universi-

ty of Kentucky Ex-

tension Service, estimates that
Letcher County has a potential
gross farm income of $1,395,100
in the year 1970, several times
the gross of $273, 900 In the year
1963.

Poultry accounted for most of
the county's agricultural Income
in 1963. when 38,000 layers pro-
duced 9,310,000 eggs with a to-

tal value of $232, 000. Beef pro-
duction was valued at $10, 000;
brood sow production at $28,400;
tobacco production at $1,800;
corn at $1,100; corn silage at
$1,500; clover, grass and hay at
$1,800 and other pasture at $3,400.
Forestry production, mainly saw-log- s,

was valued at $12,800.
The study predl cted that by 1970

forestry production could climb to
$14,300; tobacco to $2,500; corn
grain and silage to $4, 500; hay and
pasture to $4,000; beef production
to $21,000; brood sow production
to $33, 500 and poultry production
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ble with due respect lor the law "

jo that "we may pass on to future
generations benefits of a greater
democracy. "

Both sides involved in the suit
have some rights and privileges
as well as obligations, the judge
said. "The surface owners have
some rights and privileges. The
mineral owners and the miners
have some rights and privileges."
Both parties, Judge Cornett add-

ed, have obligations and duties
"not to infringe on and abuse the

- privileges" of the others.
Cornett then directed that the

case be set for trial as soon as
the attorneys have taken the ev-

idence and have completed their
pleadings.

This is the court case in which
Edward F. Prichard is expected
to intervene in behalf of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky on
the side of the surface owners.
Gov. Edward Breathitt last month
directed Prichard to join the land-
owners of the Clear Creek section
of Knott County in their effort to
save their lands and homes from
what they claim would be certain
destruction through strip mining.

Land'development
plans due Dec. 15

Frankfort - Planned land develop-
ment projects in Eastern Kentucky
to be financed under Section 203
of the Appalachian Regional De-

velopment Act of 1965 should be
submitted by Dec. 15, William
C. Gayle, Frankfort, has announ
ced.

Gayle is chairman of the State
Appalachian Land Development
Committee. He said the actual
deadline for the submission of
plans to be considered during the
current fiscal year is Feb. 1. He
pointed out, however, that spon-
soring groups of planned projects
should allow time for a five -- man
subcommittee to visit and inspect
each proposed roject.

Under the Act. $747. 000 was
(Continued on Page 14)

our future?
to $1,350,000.

The report was based on a study
of commercial farmsthose with
a gross income of $2, 500 or more
in farm sales, with emphasis on
good land use, efficient farm or-

ganization, good management
practices and use of approved pro-
duction practices.

Governor Edward T. Breathitt
said it should be remembered that
the potentials listed are only pos-
sible production levels and that
they are not forecasts, projections
or goals .

New technological changes are
causing farmers to make rapid ad-

justments, .the report said. Fewer
commercial farmers will be need-
ed in the future.

In 1963, 42 per cent of Kentucky
farms were that
is, they were part-tim- e and part-retirem-

farms.
These farms contributed an esti-

mated 10.9 per cent of the total
value of Kentucky's farm produc-
tion. It is estimated that almost
half the state's farms will be non-
commercial in 1970, contributing
only 7.8 per cent of the total farm
production value.

It was estimated that the num-
ber of commercial farms in Letch-
er County would decline from 120,
with an average of 53 acres each,
in 1960 to only 60 farms In 19 70,
with an average acreage of 106.
It was further estimated that by
the year 2000 there would be only
30 farms in the county, averaging
212 acres in size.
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Library will hold
open house Dec. 11

The Letcher County Public Li-

brary will hold open house in its
new quarters from 9 a. m. to 2
p. m. Saturday, December 11.

The library Is located in the
Letcher County courthouse at the
ground level on Broadway,

No formal program has been
planned, said Herman Hale, li-

brary board chairman, but re-

freshments will be served and the
library will be open for inspection.

Miss Margaret Willis, state li-

brarian, and other out-of-to-

visitors are expected.

School site
optioned
The Letcher County floard of

Education has taken an option on
property owned by C. B. Clay at
old Pine Mountain junction as a
site for the new county vocation-
al high school.

The purchase price will be
$20,000. The site Includes 3.2
acres of land, but board mem-
bers said only about one and
three fourths acres will be usable.
The rest is hillside or flood plain,
they said.

The board took a 60-d- ay option
to hold the site while Harry Cau-dil- l,

the board's attorney, checks
the title to the property.

At an earlier meeting the board
has employed Perkins and Thread --

gill of Harlan as architects for the
school and F. L. Dupree as fiscal
agents for the $80, 000 worth of
bonds the school system will
have to issue to qualify for a fed-

eral grant of $400, 000 to build
the school. The money will be
made available to the county un-

der the Appalachian Development
Aciu

The board discussed but did not
act on a proposal to buy land at
Roxana owned by Miss Blanche
Hogg as a site for a proposed new
grade school there. Board mem-
bers said Miss Hogg had requested
$21,000 for the land, which is

three acres. They indicated
they felt the price was too high
ana asked Supt, of Schools Dave
L. Craft to ask the state Depart-
ment of Education to look at oth-
er possible sites in the area.

Training course set
The Office of Health Mobiliza-

tion in the State Health Depart
ment will sponsor a training pro-
gram at City Hall In Whitesburg
from 2 to 4 p. m. and from 7 to
9 p. m. Wednesday, December
8.

The program Is designed td show
assembly and use of a packaged
disaster hospital such as the one
now stored here.

Byron R. Simpson, training of
ficer in health mobilisation, will
teach the course, which is de-

signed to familiarize medical,
and allied medical personnel
the capabilities and limitations
of the nospital.

The training will cover three of
the nine sections In the hospital

operating, central supply and
admitting and sorting. All of
the equipment pertaining to
these will be assembled and ex-

plained.

Council to meet
The Whitesburg Community Ac-

tion Council will meet at 7 p. m.
Monday at the Cowan Elementary
School.

The meeting is open to the pub-

lic.
The council Is attempting to or-

ganize a community action pro-
gram under the war on poverty
program.
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Schools
classroom relief

The Letcher County Board of Ed-

ucation has asked the State Depart-
ment of Education to approve a
$60, 500 plan for reducing sizes
of overcrowded classes in several
county schools.

The proposal calls for purchase
of five mobile classroom units
and addition of 12 teachers.

Three mobile units and three
teachers would go to Whitesburg
Elementary Schoolone for use
in the fourth grade, one for use
in the second grade and the oth-

er for a use in an as yet undeter-
mined grade.

Two mobile units and two teach-
ers would go to Kingdom Come
Settlement School.

Three teachers would go to the
new Martha Jane Potter Elemen-
tary School, and one each to
Pine Creek, Upper Colly, Cow
Branch and Upper Cumberland
Schools.

Columbus Sexton, whom the
school board has named to co-

ordinate federal aid to education
programs, said these are the areas
where the need is greatest for ad- -

Board sets
meetings
on Fridays
The Letcher County Board of

Education has changed its meet-
ing date from the second Satur-
day of each month to the second
Friday.

The board said too many people
attend the Saturday meetings.

The motion to change the meet-
ing day was approved at a special
called meeting of the board last
Friday afternoon.

The motion was made by Kern
Whitaker and seconded by Gobel
Adams.

In answer to a reporter's ques-
tion as to the reason for the
change, Dr. B. F, Wright, chair-
man of the schoohboard, replied:

"They crowd in on us too much
on Saturdays, and we feel like .
. . Isn't that about the reason we
did it? Might as well let 'em
know. A lot of people got nothing
to do except come to the board
meetings and they come. Just as
well tell the truth."

Thus the next regular meeting
af the board, its December meet-
ing, will be held at 5 p. m. Fri-

day, December 10, instead of
Saturday, December 11.

Board member Bert Banks com-
mented after the meeting that
the board may have to meet in
the gymnasium If news of its
reason for changing is made

Funeral services were held at
the First Baptist Church in Jenkins
Monday for Shafter Davidson, 64,
who died November 27 after a
long illness.

The Rev. Guy Deane officiated.
Burial was in Green Acres Ceme-
tery at Whitesburg.

Mr. Davidson was born in Ows-

ley County and was a son of the
late Allen and Armanda Moore
Davidson. He was graduated
from Berea College and came
to Letcher County to teach school
about 40 years ago. After several
years of teaching he went to work
for Consolidation Coal Co. in
Jenkins and later became head of
the accounting department there.
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request
ditional teachers now.

The money would come to the
school system under provisions of
Title 1 of the Federal Elementary
and Secondary Education Act. It
rould permit teachers to work

more effectively with deprived
children. (Help under this por-

tion of the act is based on the
number of children from families
with Incomes of $2, 000 a year or
less enrolled in the Schools. The
act is designed to provide better
school facilities for children of
poor families.)

The school board's proposal calls
for salaries totaling $32, 668 for
instructional, administrative and
maintenance workers for the rest
of the school year; expenditure of
$28, 358.08 for purchase of the
five mobile classrooms, construc-
tion of three "study corrals" at
the Potter school and maintenance
expenses.

The state is expected to act on
the application snortly, and the
project will be put into effect in
a short time after it is approved.

Supt, of Schools Dave L. Craft
said the school system already
has submitted and received ap-
proval of an "umbrella" plan
the basic data showing school
problems and possible solutions
and Riving statistics to justify
the proposals.

Letcher County's was the first
overall plan submitted t o the
state. The request for the 12
additional teachers is the first
project submitted by the coun-
ty under the overall plan.

Sexton said work is now under
way on a proposal for a remed-
ial reading project which will
be submitted soon.

Lack of quorum
prevents E0C

from meeting
A .special called meeting of the

Letcher County Economic Oppor-
tunity Committee could not be
held last Friday night because not
enough members appeared to make
a quorum.

Only 11 members showed up; a
majority of the committee mem-
bership of 25 is required for a quo-
rum.

The regular November meeting
of the committee also had been
postponed because not enough
members attended to make a quo-
rum, and the special meethghad
been called to take up important
business not transacted then.

Those who went to the Friday
meeting were not the same ones
who attended the November meet-
ing, and members said they were
inclined to blame complications
of a holiday week end rather than
lack of interest for the small at-

tendance.

He retained the job after Consol-
idation sold its Jenkins holdings
to Bethlehem Steel Corp. andat
the time of his death was head of
the accounting department for
Beth-Elkho- rn Coal Corp.

He was a member and deacon of
the First Baptist Church, a mem-
ber of the Jenki ns Kiwanis Club,
a member of the Boy Scout coun-
cil.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs.
Yonts Davidson, Jenkins;

and two sisters, Mrs. Ruby Den-ha- m

of Peoples, Ky. , and Mrs,
Flora Ward of Tyner.

Polly and Craft Funeral Home
had charge of funeral

Davidson rites held


