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it was sometimes tough
to tell who was teaching
lessons and who was on
the receiving end during
Wednesday’s annual Heart
of Kentucky United Way
Day of Action.

“i’ve never done any-
thing like this before,” said
Frances Lackney, who was
tutoring Hogsett Elemen-
tary School students in
reading. “i honestly don’t
think a lot of people from
our school have done
something like this. it’s
been great. it’s a good way
to be able to get out in the
community and know you
are helping.”

Stephanie Blevins,
United Way chief operating
officer, said the more than
200 students from Boyle,
Garrard, Lincoln and Mer-
cer counties were the
largest youth turnout for
the event in recent mem-
ory. “it’s wonderful to have
them involved from such a
young age,” Blevins said.

Danville juniors rolled
up their sleeves for service
projects across Boyle
County on Wednesday to
benefit  United Way and to
kick off their project for a
new initiative at the school
called the “X-Factor.” With
each class — from fresh-
men through seniors —
charged with coming up
with a project, the juniors
chose community service.

in addition to helping
the elementary schools in

the Danville system, the
DHS students also volun-
teered at the Salvation
Army thrift store and com-
munity garden, the
Danville-Boyle County
Senior Citizens Center,
Batewood Homes and La-
timer Apartments. 

First-year DHS Principal
Aaron Etherington said the
massive service initiative is
in keeping with the
school’s graduation re-
quirement to perform
some kind of service. “it fits
really well with the service
piece in our Danville
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Shaken baby case 
waived to grand jury

STANFORD — The case
against a man accused of shak-
ing a 6-week-old baby has been
waived to a Lincoln County
grand jury.

Lucas Vinyard, 29, of Star Av-
enue, waived his preliminary
hearing last week.

Vinyard allegedly shook the
daughter of Kisha Gosser on
Aug. 17. Gosser’s daughter suf-
fered broken ribs and hemor-
rhages in her skull and eyes,
according to an arrest citation.

When Gosser took her
daughter to Fort Logan Hospital,
police were notified an injured
infant had been admitted. After
investigating, state police ar-
rested Vinyard on Aug. 24.

Vinyard has been held with-
out bond at the Lincoln County
Regional Jail since his arrest.

The next Lincoln County
grand jury meets later this
month.

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

WEDNESDAY
MIDDAY

Pick 3: 0-4-8
Pick 4: 3-9-7-5

EVENING
Pick 3: 1-9-6
Pick 4: 2-5-3-4

Powerball: 24-33-36-48-56
Powerball 6

Cash Ball: 12-20-23-26
Cash Ball 28

Kicker 2-1-8-6-1
5 Card Cash:

2C, 10D, 3D, JC, 10S

By BEN KLEPPINGER

ben@theinteriorjournal.com

StAnFORD — A Lincoln
County Regional Jail pris-
oner has been indicted for
allegedly attempting to dig
his way through a shower
wall and escape.

Andrew Scott Conner of
Stanford has been
charged with second-de-
gree attempted escape for
“digging a hole through
the outside wall of the de-

tention center” and first-
degree criminal mischief
for doing more than
$1,000 of damage to the
jail.

Conner originally was
arrested May 28 and
charged with manufactur-
ing methamphetamine
after police found meth
labs at his residence. He
currently is being held on
a $50,000 cash bond.

Jailer David Gooch said
Conner allegedly at-

tempted to dig through a
wall with a piece of a shelf.

“He appeared to have
taken apart the shelf that
holds the television that

was bolted to the wall,”
Gooch said.

Staff members were
able to detect Conner’s es-
cape attempt before he
got out but not before he
did substantial damage.
Because it cost more than
$1,000 to fix the damage,
Conner’s criminal mis-
chief charge is a felony,
Gooch added.

Conner has been

By BEN KLEPPINGER
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LAnCAStER — Lincoln
and Garrard counties are
preparing to find out if a
plan to fund 911 service
through water meter fees
will hold up in court.

Garrard County magis-
trates have passed the sec-
ond reading of an
ordinance implementing a
25-cent monthly fee on all
water meters in the
county.

Judge-Executive John
Wilson said the plan is to
have Garrard County mag-
istrates formally ask the
city of Lancaster to file
suit, challenging the ordi-
nance’s constitutionality.

Wilson said the
“friendly lawsuit” is so the
counties can be sure the
new water meter fees will
stand up before they com-
mit fully to implementing
them.

State law appears to be
written to allow 911 fund-
ing through “any special
tax, license, or fee not in
conflict with the Constitu-
tion and statutes.”

But because 911 service
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Andrew Conner
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Danville High School juniors Jennifer Turpin, from left, Emma Tobe, Kimberly Velasco and Taylor Walker-Smith sort through shoes Wednesday
at the Salvation Army while helping with the United Way Day of Action.
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Boyle County High School junior Alyssa Porter works on the tent Wednesday for United Way Day of
Action at Millennium Park. Porter was one of the members of the Y club and National Honor Society who
helped at the park.
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Frances Lackney, a junior at Danville High School, reads a book to
second-graders Gabriel Bond, left, and Ethan Ellison at Hogsett Ele-
mentary School during the Day of Action.

PitCHinG in
Students get in on United Way Day of Action

By TODD KLEFFMAN
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HARRODSBURG — Ed-
ward Johnson claims the
video machines confiscated
from his store are like the
Monopoly game offered by
McDonald’s, a promotional
sweepstakes entertainment
legal under Kentucky’s
“vague” gambling statutes.

Mercer Circuit Judge
Darren Peckler didn’t buy
that argument, however,
and on Wednesday denied
Johnson’s motion to dismiss
the 16 counts of felony pro-
moting gambling against
Johnson stemming from a
raid on his Pioneer Market
store in March. e store is
on U.S. 127 in Harrodsburg.

e case is now sched-
uled for a pretrial confer-
ence Oct. 9, at which
Johnson will decide
whether to accept a plea
offer from prosecutors or go
to trial.

Acting on complaints,
Harrodsburg police sent an
undercover officer into the
store with marked bills. e
officer gave cash to an em-
ployee to load money onto an
electronic chip, or e-token,
which was then used to play
games in the back two rooms
of the store. After the gam-
bling sessions, the officer re-
turned to the employee to

Gambling
case 
moves
forward
Business owner seeks
dismissal of 16 counts
of promoting gambling
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Motor malfunction
sets off alarms
at judicial center
HARRODSBURG — Fire alarms

rang out at the new Mercer
County Judicial Center about 8
a.m. today after a motor in the
basement quit functioning.

“It caused a lot of activity,”
Mercer County Judge-Executive
Milward Dedman said. 

The malfunction has not
caused other problems within
the judicial center, according
to Dedman, who says offices
are working as normal.

“It turned out to be nothing
serious. That’s a very good thing,”
he said.

The motor helps run the cool-
ing system, but there is a backup
motor.
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