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I
t has been a different kind of Derby Week for Louisville
trainer Dale Romans.

He has seen plenty of them, growing up in the shadow of
the Twin Spires around the very barn in which he stables

Dullahan, his fourth Kentucky Derby horse and perhaps his most
serious contender.

But Romans will tell you this Derby experience has been any-
thing but normal.

“For some reason, it’s been more stressful,” he said. “I don’t
know if it’s because we’ve got a lower-priced horse or I haven’t
handled it as well this time. Last Saturday I couldn’t sleep. I was
(still) up at 4:30 in the morning. Anybody that knows me knows
that’s not my style.”

Nor is it business as usual for Jerry Crawford, founder of
Donegal Racing, the Iowa-based partnership that owns Dullahan.

Trainer Jerry Romans said Dullahan has “proven he can run with anybody. We feel like he’ll be running at the end.” COURIER-JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

THE 1¼-MILE
STRESS TEST
Romans, Crawford counting on Dullahan

Eric
Crawford

See CRAWFORD, Page C8

Dullahan, a half-brother to 2009 Derby
winner Mine That Bird, is coming off a
Blue Grass win. BILL LUSTER/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

ON THE WEB
Find out what's happening on the backside
and around the track with our racing
coverage at www.courier-journal.com/
kentuckyderby. Follow us on Twitter at
www.twitter.com/kentuckyderbycj.

Six weeks after pledging to
fulfill a promise to coach Chris
Mack and lead Xavier to the Final
Four, Mark Lyons is courting
three other colleges in hopes of
playing point guard in his final
season of eligibility.

Kentucky, Arizona and Kan-
sas are on his short list following
his departure from Xavier’s pro-
gram.

The 6-foot-1 guard said he vis-
ited UK on Monday, will be at Ari-
zona on Friday and plans to round
out his search at Kansas once a
date is set.

“I’m looking for a program
that wins where I could play a ma-
jor role,” Lyons
said.

Xavier an-
nounced April 23
that Lyons would
not return next
season. Mack said
in a release that
Lyons did not rec-
ognize outlined
expectations as
important and
“ultimately it was
decided that a
change of scenery
would be in his
best interest.”

Lyons said he
“wanted the keys
to the car” as the
Musketeers’ point
guard but didn’t
see an extensive
opportunity with
Dee Davis and Se-
maj Christon in
line for the role.

“After the Bay-
lor game, I want-
ed to come back
and finish (at Xa-
vier) with my
brothers, but I
had to do what
was best for my
family financially,” he said. “It
was a business decision.”

Lyons averaged15.1points, 3.2
rebounds, 2.8 assists and 1.3
steals last season and finished his
Xavier career with 1,194 points.

Considering his size and skill
set, he believes he’ll have better
professional prospects as a point
guard. He considered entering
his name in the NBA draft but
said he was advised to stay in col-
lege.

Xavier’s
Lyons
has UK
on list
Wants to play final
year at point guard
By Shannon Russell
The Cincinnati Enquirer

Lyons

POWER
MOVE
How Mark
Lyons fared
last season at
Xavier:

15.5
Points per
game

.761
Free-throw
percentage

29
Games out of
34 played in
which he
scored double
figures

The University of Kentucky
basketball team is headed to the
White House, by invitation of
President Obama, and the Wild-
cats had better hurry up and
pack. Word of the invitation came
Tuesday — with the visit sched-
uled for Friday.

UK’s players and coach John
Calipari will be honored by the
president at 4:50 p.m. Friday for
winning this year’s NCAA cham-
pionship, the program’s eighth.

“The amazing thing is the first
thing that was said when the horn
sounded in New Orleans was,
‘We’re going to the White House,’
Calipari said in a release.

“It’s one of those moments for
these players that they have
probably thought about without
us even knowing that it was im-
portant to them. So I’m excited
about the opportunity for them to
meet the President of the United
States, the leader of the free
world and someone who is trying
to make a difference in their
lives.”

UK invited
Friday to
White House
By Kyle Tucker
ktucker@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

The field for Saturday’s 138th

Kentucky Derby will be set dur-
ing a nationally televised broad-
cast at 5 p.m. today at Churchill
Downs.

Only 20 three-year-olds can
run in the race, but more are ex-
pected to be entered, for a cost of
$25,000 apiece to enter and anoth-
er $25,000 to start.

For the first time since 1984,
the Derby will have an “also-eligi-
ble” list where up to four horses
can compete if there are any
scratches before 9 a.m. Friday,
when advance wagering for the
Derby begins.

My Adonis currently is the
only horse expected to be on the
also-eligible list, though others
could be entered by the time en-
tries close at 10 a.m. today.

Courier-journal.com will have
live streaming of the post-posi-
tion draw starting at 4:30 p.m.,
with commentary by Jennie Rees
and Jody Demling. Go to
www.courier-journal.com/
livesports.

The draw is not open to the
public.

Jennie Rees

Derby field
to be set in
draw today

DERBY DRAW
When: 5 p.m. today
TV: WAVE-3, NBC Sports Network

Trainer Doug O’Neill says
if he could design a horse for
the Kentucky Derby, it would
be a lot like Santa Anita Derby
winner I’ll Have Another,
whom he just happens to train.

“You’d want something
that’s good mentally,” he said
recently at Churchill Downs.
“You want something that can
get over the ground well, just
in case you get a different sort
of footing, sloppy or whatever.
This horse just scoots over the
ground. And you want a horse
that has good air, good breath-
ing and can get the mile and a
quarter. He’s got great cardio,
great lungs. He’s drawn up as

the horse I’ve always wanted
to have.

“And he has enough tacti-
cal speed to stay out of the
chaos that often goes with a 20-
horse field.”

I’ll Have Another, owned
by Paul Reddam, is a striking
chestnut bought for a bargain-
basement $35,000 as a 2-year-
old. He is beautifully bred for
1¼ miles, being by Travers
winner Flower Alley and out
of an Arch mare. He has speed

but will rate behind horses, as
he did in winning the Robert
Lewis and Santa Anita Derby
in his two starts this year.

I’ll Have Another has be-
come a “buzz” horse on the
Churchill backstretch, his gal-
lops almost resembling work-
outs and his coat shining like a
penny.

O’Neill has been in the Der-
by once before, finishing 13th

“We’re pumped up and excited,
but at the same time trying to keep an even keel.”

DOUG O’NEILL

I’ll Have
Another
dream for
O’Neill
Trainer says horse
perfect for Derby
By Jennie Rees
jrees@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Kentucky Derby contender I’ll Have Another trains at Churchill
Downs on Monday. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHURCHILL DOWNS
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