
Green Police Department
spokesman Officer Ronnie Ward
said.

Officers originally were headed
to answer a call involving Richard
Ferguson, 38, of Bowling Green,
who was one of the drivers
involved in the collision, Ward
said. Before they could answer the
disturbance call, however, Fergu-

son, who was driving north on the
bypass, rear-ended a 2001 GMC
pickup truck driven by Richard
Hackworth, 60, of Bowling
Green.

Ferguson’s two-door Chevrolet
veered off the road, became air-
borne and struck a utility pole
about 3 feet up, severing the pole,
Ward said. Ferguson was taken to
The Medical Center, where he
was treated for minor injuries and
released into the custody of
police, who charged Ferguson
with operating a motor vehicle
under the influence of alcohol or

drugs. 
He was lodged in the Warren

County Regional Jail, where he
posted a $1,000 bond and was
released Monday, according to
online jail records.

Hackworth and his two passen-
gers were not injured.

The wreck caused a power out-
age to 1,100 city utility customers,
Bowling Green Municipal Utili-
ties spokesman Miles McDaniel
said. Within 30 minutes, all but 50
customers had power restored.
Within about 90 minutes, all but
two customers – Arby’s and Great

American Donut Shop – had the
lights back on.

Those two businesses receive
their power feeds through the
transformer on the severed pole
and were without power until
about 8 p.m., McDaniel said. By
8:30 p.m., electric utility crews
had completed their work and
cleared the road for traffic.

At 8:30 a.m. today, telephone
utility workers were at the scene
working on the lines. 

A new $600 utility pole
replaced the pole that was dam-
aged in the collision.

“If these days are cut, we’ll
have to do that during school
time,” McCubbins said. “It con-
cerns me that we’ve spent mil-
lions of dollars on technology that
students can no longer use until
after school starts.”

She said she knows that less-
than-ideal decisions have to be
made during hard financial times,
but she urged the board to recon-
sider.

Board member Garry Chaffin
expressed frustration with state

legislators. He said lawmakers
don’t raise taxes, but then school
districts don’t get the money they
need, leaving boards to make
tough decisions.

Chaffin said nobody wants to
make cuts, but it comes down to
the students.

“We’re going to do everything
we can to hurt them the least,” he
said.  

Board member Kerry Young
said the decisions made by the
board were difficult, but a lot of
thought went into them. He makes
every decision based on what’s
best for the students, and after
that, how best to use taxpayer
money.

“I think what’s best for the dis-
trict is what’s been done tonight,”
Young said. “And I know it
hurts.”

Board chairman Mike Wilson
said board members are sympa-
thetic, but in light of budget cuts,
the district has to figure out the
best way to educate students with
available resources.

“I wish the news were better,
but it’s not,” Wilson said.

Superintendent Tim Murley
said the budget situation is what it
is. He wishes the district wasn’t in
this position, but he knows some-
times things that are needed still
have to be cut. 

“It’s the hardest thing I’ve ever
dealt with, this budget, because it
cuts people,” Murley said.

He said it makes him sick to cut
staff, because after the students,
staff are his priority.

“I love my staff,” he said.

Guthrie added that the message
he heard from Obama aides
through the media over the week-
end was that Obama didn’t want to
address short-term spending issues.
Guthrie took that to mean Obama
wants to wait until after Novem-
ber’s presidential election before
making short-term decisions.

“The longer you put it off, the
more expensive it is to solve,”
Guthrie said.

Guthrie said he’s concerned
about Obama’s lack of commit-
ment to making tough decisions
on spending. “If we’re not willing
to make tough decisions, we’re
not going to have a country for
our children and grandchildren,”
Guthrie said.

Guthrie also fears what could
happen to Social Security,
Medicare and Medicaid programs,
which he said are staring at rising
costs as baby boomers retire.

U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis.,
chairman of the House Budget
Committee, said he expects the
Republican-controlled House in
coming weeks to pass an alterna-
tive to the Obama budget, the AP
reported. Ryan said the House pro-
posal would gain control of the
deficit, not by raising taxes but by
curtailing Medicare and Medicaid.

“President Obama’s irresponsi-
ble budget is a recipe for a debt
crisis and the decline of America,”
Ryan said.

Obama’s cuts in Medicare and
Medicaid avoid cuts in benefits
and instead make modest trims in
payments to health care providers.

In contrast, the GOP-controlled
House last year approved Ryan’s
plan, which would essentially
transform Medicare into a vouch-
er system in which future seniors
would get a fixed amount to buy
medical insurance.

U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield, R-
Hopkinsville, also raised concerns
in a statement about the lack of
attention on debt reduction in
Obama’s proposal.

“It is appalling that President
Obama wants to continue with his
same failed policies of taxing and
spending, and nothing for job cre-
ation,” Whitfield said.

Whitfield said the GOP-con-
trolled House has passed 30 bills
in the last year that Republicans
believe would create jobs, boost
the economy and reduce the debt.

“The president needs to tell
Senator Harry Reid to bring these
bills to the floor of the Senate and
pass job creating bills, and then
the president needs to sign them
into law,” Whitfield said.

Guthrie also raised concerns
about the Pentagon’s $614 billion
budget, wondering if that’s
enough to maintain national secu-
rity at an appropriate level.

Because the budget was just
released, Guthrie said it’s
unknown what effect the Penta-
gon’s smaller budget might have
on Fort Knox.

“I just want to make sure that if
we’re going to ask our soldiers
what we have of them the last 10
years, we need to be able to sup-
port them,” Guthrie said.

Jason Price of
Bowling Green
Municipal
Utilities works
Monday on
utility lines after
an accident
at the U.S. 31-W
By-Pass and
Collett Avenue.
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For more information on Jagoe Homes 
communities in Bowling Green, please contact 

Jagoe New Home Consultant
Debbie Willis 270-782-3133
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A New Jagoe Home is an 
Energy Smart Investment!

The new homes in these beautiful 
Jagoe communities earn an 
Energy Smart rating of 68 on 
the US Home Energy Rating 
System (HERS) Index. That means 
new Jagoe homes are at least 
30% more energy efficient than 
standard new homes with a HERS 
rating of 100! 

Visit www.JagoeHomes.com
to chat live with Jennifer and get 
your questions answered!

 Dishman-McGinnis Eagle Flight
 5K and 1 Mile Walk

 Saturday, March 3, 2012 at Kereiakes Park

 The 5k begins at 9:00 a.m.
 & 1 Mile Walk at 9:45 a.m.

 To register online, visit  onestoprace.com
 or print a registration form from

 www.bgreen.kyschools.us

 For more information, contact
 Jennifer Johnson at 

 jennifer.johnson@bgreenkyschools.us
 or call 270-746-2250.

 All proceeds benefit Dishman-McGinnis 
 Elementary School PTO.
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Event focused on mosque dedication will draw thousands
NORTH AMERICAN BOSNIAK CONVENTION

By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The 17th annual North Ameri-
can Bosniak Convention is expect-
ed to bring 10,000 to 15,000 visi-
tors to Bowling Green in May.

The convention, scheduled for
May 25-28, will be centered
around the formal dedication of
the Bosnian Islamic Center of
Bowling Green on Blue Level
Road, said Vicki Fitch, executive
director of the Bowling Green
Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau, in remarks to her board
Monday.

The convention typically is
held in much larger cities but is
coming to Bowling Green for the
dedication of the mosque, which

is only the second of its kind in the
country, she said.

Organizer Gina Dzelil of Bowl-
ing Green said today that conven-
tions in larger cities such as
Phoenix and Seattle have drawn
as many as 25,000 people. 

“We should know more in the
next few weeks how many people
will be coming for sure,” Dzelil
said. “Within a six-hour drive of
Bowling Green, there are 160,000
Bosnians. St. Louis alone has
80,000.”

Dzelil estimates there are about
5,000 Bosnians in Warren County.
She said the convention is primar-
ily a meeting of Bosnians whose
religion is Islam.

“But all Bosnians are invited
and we want Americans to come

as well,” she said.
Many people will be staying

with families, but others will
camp and stay in hotels. The
event’s website – www.bosnian
convention2012.com – provides
information about local hotels.

Events the general public might
be interested in include a large
soccer tournament, watching folk-
life dance competitions, a concert
or even a large dinner.

“We’ve invited the president of
Bosnia,” Dzelil said. There’s no
word, however, on whether he
will attend.

There also will be a meeting of
U.S. Bosnian imams – Islamic
leaders – and an educational com-
ponent so that non-Bosnians can
learn more about the country and

its people.
The convention also is a time to

celebrate accomplishments of
Bosnian-Americans, Dzelil said.

On May 26 in the area of the
Islamic Center, there will be a
large picnic with free food and
activities for all children in the
community, she said.

“We also will showcase local
art,” Dzelil said. “And our hope is
that after this year, we will contin-
ue to have a Bosnian festival one
weekend in May.”

Fitch and CVB staffers are try-
ing to help organizers get room
blocks and with other logistics of
the convention.

In other matters, Fitch told the
board she had a conversation with
marketing specialist Tim Earnhart

about the need to brand Warren
County tourism.

“It may be that we don’t need to
just brand tourism but the whole
community,” Fitch said. “And I’ve
already had a conversation with the
(Bowling Green Area) Chamber of
Commerce about the possibility.
It’s not something that we have
budgeted for, so we would have to
take it out of reserves.”

While no vote was taken, Fitch
asked if it was the general consen-
sus to see if she could request pro-
posals for such a service.

Board member Larry Bailey
asked Fitch if there is a list of
companies from which to seek
proposals. Fitch said she does not
have one.

Fitch also told the board she

was exploring the possibility of
contracting for a study that would
profile the typical Bowling Green
visitor. “I think that is useful
information to have,” she said.

A company that did similar pro-
filing for the state provided a pro-
file for visitors to each region.

“But I think we all know that
the Bowling Green tourist would
not be the same as one in the other
counties,” Fitch said.

At least initially, the company
wanted $26,000 for the study.

“But I thought that was high,”
she said.

Fitch said she has asked the
company to reconsider how it
would perform the study and see
if it could lower the cost. No vote
was taken on the issue.

casino-style gambling. And in the
Bible Belt state, many lawmakers
have been reluctant to vote to
change it, knowing they may face
un-approving constituents in
upcoming legislative elections.

To get through the General
Assembly, the proposal has to be
approved by a supermajority of
lawmakers. That means 23 of the
state’s 38 senators and 60 of the
100 representatives must vote in
favor.

Beshear said Kentuckians now
are wagering hundreds of millions
of dollars in casinos in neighbor-

ing states. 
“That money is being used to

pay for all kinds of services and
public infrastructure in those other
states,” Beshear said. “As it
stands, we might as well be back-
ing trucks up to the Ohio River
and dumping our people’s money
into the water. We need to keep
that money at home.” 

That money, he said, could bol-
ster key government services and
support the horse industry.

“As we all know, Kentucky’s
horse industry, one of our signa-
ture industries, is under attack by

other states,” he said. “Other
states are using gaming revenue to
boost purses and breeders’ incen-
tives to lure race horses, brood
mares and stallions away from the
Bluegrass State.”

Thayer said he believes Ken-
tuckians should have the right to
decide the gambling issue this
November in an election that will
draw a large turnout because the
presidential race also will be on
the ballot. “The time is right to put
this issue on the ballot this
November, and let the people
vote,” he said.


