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A Bowling Green man whose
DNA helped police link him to a
rape nearly 10 years after it was

c o m m i t t e d
was sen-
tenced Mon-
day.

Bobby Joe
Jones, 32,
was sen-
tenced in
Warren Cir-
cuit Court to
10 years in
prison on
charges of
first-degree

rape and second-degree burglary.
The sentence imposed by War-

ren Circuit Judge John Grise was
recommended by prosecutors after
Jones accepted a plea agreement
in December that reduced one of
the counts from first-degree bur-
glary.

Jones, who has multiple previ-
ous felony convictions for bur-
glary and drug charges, had a first-
degree persistent felony offender
charge dropped in the agreement
as well.

The persistent felony offender
charge could have enhanced pos-
sible sentences Jones would
serve.

He was arrested in 2010 on
the incident, which occurred in
2001. 

Jones broke into a stranger’s

Catherine Drive apartment, bran-
dished a knife and raped the
female occupant, according to
court records.

He came to the attention of
police in 2010 when he was
required to provide a DNA sample
upon being released from the Ken-
tucky Department of Corrections
after serving a prison sentence for
an unrelated offense.

The sample Jones provided at
that time matched DNA collected
by investigators from the 2001
rape case, according to court
records.
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The Daily News
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A Scottsville Road beatification project is
being blighted by the actions of one nearby
business, according to Ray Lackey, executive
director of Operation P.R.I.D.E.

While P.R.I.D.E. doesn’t enforce codes
within city limits, Lackey said it’s his under-
standing of the regulations that a panel truck
parked near Operation P.R.I.D.E.’s fence near
the entrance ramp to Interstate 65 is in viola-
tion of at least three city codes.

Photographs show the panel truck, painted
with an advertisement for Trailer World with
directional arrows, is parked on the grass
beyond Hayes Shoes in plain view of
motorists. Lackey said he thinks the arrows
should be considered an unpermitted direc-
tional sign and the fact that the truck is not
actually on the premises of Trailer World
should be considered an unpermitted off-
premise sign.

Lackey previously complained about the
truck, which used to be parked at the corner of
Three Springs and Scottsville roads at the for-
mer Texaco station. He filed another complaint
Monday after snapping pictures of it Sunday
after church.

“It was parked on the grass (a violation) and
we asked them to move it,” said Brent
Childers, director of Neighborhood and Com-
munity Services for the city of Bowling Green.
“They moved it, but parked it on the grass
again, so we have asked them to move it
again.”

Childers said the vehicle in question is
owned by Trailer World owner Richard Feld-
man, who also owns the former Texaco station.

At least initially, it appeared that parking on
the grass was the only violation.

“But we are reviewing the sign ordinance to
see if there are any additional violations,”
Childers said.

At this point, no notices of violations have
been given to Feldman.

“It’s all been conversation up to this point,”
Childers said.

Feldman said he will move the truck to a

paved location. The vehicle was still in the
grass late Monday afternoon.

“I am going to comply with the city of
Bowling Green,” he said. “They have certain
things that they want done ... and everybody
needs to do what they can to comply.”

Feldman said he doesn’t believe the city
will find him in violation of the sign ordinance.

“And if they do, there are other things that I
can do to advertise the business,” he said.

Feldman said the sign is painted on a classic
1963 Chevrolet step van.

“It’s the nicest one that I’ve seen,” he said.
“That being said, I thought it would make
beautiful signage. It gets people’s attention. ...
It brings business to the company, the compa-
ny hires people and everybody pays taxes that
go into the city coffers.”

Feldman said he appreciates the work that
Operation P.R.I.D.E. is doing.

“But I don’t want to end up like the Repub-
lican and Democrat parties,” he said. “We all

need to work together.”
Childers said if Feldman is found to be in

violation of other regulations, it will be up to
code enforcement inspectors to handle the
matter.

“It will be at the discretion of the code
enforcement director and inspector,” he said.
“Actions can range from a notice of violation
up to a citation that is appealable to the code
enforcement board.”

Lackey said he still intends to place the van
on P.R.I.D.E.’s Top 10 Eyesores list, particu-
larly because it is so near a beautification pro-
ject that P.R.I.D.E. has spent more than
$93,000 on, including the nearby fence, plant-
ing beds and other materials.

The group solicited a $44,400 grant from
the Bowling Green Area Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau to install the decorative metal
fencing and has solicited Partners with
P.R.I.D.E. to help pay for and maintain the
multiple landscaped beds in the vicinity.
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OFF DRY CLEANING
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 • Up to $3,350 in incentives *

 • Reduce heating & cooling costs
 • Tilt in for easy cleaning
 • Professionally installed

 *See store for details

 202 STATE STREET 
 BOWLING GREEN 

 270-842-9421   

 Thank You 
 Bowling Green

 Voted  BEST
 for 

 Replacement 
 WIndows in 

 2008, 
 2009, 2010

 “A Trusted Name To Improve 
 Your Home Since 1956”

 Rated A+

 www.CapitolWindowandDoor.com

 Bowling Green based 
 Christian children’s ministry 

 seeks to pay down higher interest mortgage, 
 and use the savings to get out of debt. 

 Seeking $50-500K and will pay 3% interest. 
 Loan secured by real estate 
 at 50% loan to value ratio.

 For more information call 270-784-8231

 Earn 3%

Pete Rodman/Daily News

A Valentine’s Day gift
Ashanti Johnson, 7, of Bowling Green, makes a Valentine’s Day box for her mother Monday during an after-school program at the
F.O. Moxley Community Center at 225 E. Third Ave.

Joe Imel/Daily News
A panel truck parked Monday off Three Springs Road is in violation of at least three city
codes, according to Operation P.R.I.D.E. Executive Director Ray Lackey.

By BRETT BARROUQUERE
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE — Those who contend a judge should not have
struck down redrawn district maps for Kentucky legislators are
seeking a ruling by the state Supreme Court.

An appeal filed Monday with the Kentucky Court of Appeals
asks that it be sent directly to the high court. It seeks to overturn
a ruling last week that invalidated the district maps.

In the appeal, the Legislative Research Commission said
Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd effectively drew a new
map when he tossed the bill that set redrawn lines for the 2012
elections. The lawmakers say drawing districts is a power
reserved solely for them.

Susan Clary, a clerk at the Kentucky Supreme Court, con-
firmed the case had been filed with the state’s highest court.

Shepherd ruled last week that the new districts are out of bal-
ance and needed to be redrawn to comply with the “one person,
one vote” mandate in federal and state law.

“While adherence to one person, one vote presents a justiciable
controversy, the actual drawing of the lines in an apportionment
plan is a quintessential political question,” Snyder wrote in the
research committee’s appeal.

Kentucky Secretary of State Alison Lundergan Grimes has not
yet decided how to handle the appeal, spokeswoman Lynn Zellen
said.

Drawing the new lines consumed more than a month of the leg-
islative session. Unhappy with the outcome, House Republicans
sued in January challenging the constitutionality of the new
boundaries. 

A Senate Democrat displaced in the process joined the lawsuit,
which contends that the new districts could have been better bal-
anced by population and redrawn in such a way that fewer coun-
ties would have been split among districts.

Snyder argued that the new districts comply with population
requirements set by federal law and earlier court rulings, while
the old districts did not.

By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
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Facing reduction in state funds
beyond what had been anticipat-
ed, Bowling Green Independent
Schools dealt with distributing a
portion of those funds to schools
at Monday’s monthly board
meeting.

The board approved tentative
Site-Based Decision-Making
allocations for staffing at schools. 

The allocations approved by
the board do not include funding
for new discretionary staff posi-
tions. The funding is allocated to
SBDM councils at each school to
determine how it shall be distrib-
uted.

District Finance Director Jeff
Herron said he and Superinten-
dent Joe Tinius met recently with
the principals from schools with-
in the district to go over SBDM
allocations at each school.

State law requires tentative
allocation of funds for the next
budget year to be decided by
March 1 and a final allocation
draft to be approved by May 1.

District officials had expected
a loss of Support Education
Excellence In Kentucky, or
SEEK, funding heading into the
current year.

SEEK money is the main
source of state funding for public
schools, and although officials
were told to anticipate a $200,000
decrease in those funds for this
school year, the cuts ended up
totaling more than $400,000.

Herron said SEEK funding,
which is allocated based on the
number of students in each dis-
trict, factors into the SBDM allo-
cations. 

The school board will later
have to approve a final budget for
the upcoming fiscal year. A tenta-
tive budget that the board earlier
approved takes into account the
reduction in SEEK funding,
though officials continue to go
over where to make cuts in the
hopes of avoiding staff losses.

Herron said school buses could
end up being the focus of one
cost-cutting measure. Rather than
buying two or three buses, the
district might buy only one, or
even elect to maintain older buses
in the fleet at the expense of buy-
ing new ones.

Officials will be making deci-
sions on the budget based on the
state budget that emerges from

the current session of the General
Assembly.

Gov. Steve Beshear has pro-
posed a budget that includes a 4.5
percent cut for the Kentucky
Department of Education.

District gets high marks 
from students, parents

Board members also viewed
the results of a survey Monday
that was given in December to
students in the district in grades
four through six, and eight, nine
and 12.

The survey, part of the dis-
trict’s accreditation process with
the state, asked students to assess
their overall experience at school.

The results showed, among
other things, that 90.8 percent of
students were satisfied with their
schools and 93 percent were sat-
isfied with their principal.

Among the other disclosures
were that 27 percent of students
disagreed or strongly disagreed
that students were supportive of
one another and 17.3 percent
either disagreed or strongly dis-
agreed that they were recognized
for something positive at school.

Similar surveys sent to parents
of students in the district showed
very high approval for the dis-
trict’s practices, with 96.5 percent
saying they were satisfied overall
with city schools and 96.8 percent
responding in agreement that the
schools provided an academically
challenging environment for their
children.

Comprehensive
improvement plan approved

The board also passed a Com-
prehensive District Improvement
Plan for the 2012-13 school year.

Associate Superintendent
Vicki Writsel said the plan to
improve student performance and
close achievement gaps in state
standardized testing for math and
reading among students of differ-
ent ethnic and economic back-
grounds is based on more rigor-
ous academic standards adopted
by the state.

Writsel said it is important for
teachers to act as filters of infor-
mation for students and help them
develop critical thinking skills.

“If we only provide informa-
tion, our role is obsolete because
kids can obtain information any-
where, anytime, about anything,”
Writsel said.

School board
OKs tentative
funds for staff

P.R.I.D.E.: Trailer World violating codes

BOWLING GREEN 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Bowling Green man handed
10-year sentence for 2001 rape

BOBBY JOE JONES
Accepted plea deal

Appeal seeks ruling
from Ky. high court
on redistricting case

Company’s panel truck in dispute


