
IT SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher County, Kentucky,

Barnyard
mean mild

By MABEL KISER

The mild weather we are hav-
ing may not last so long, for the
winter winds will blow and the
snow will fall.

But if the old farmers of yester-
year knew their weather signs,
all the winter will be mild.

There may be many snows for
there were many fogs In August.
(Millstone residents must not
confuse fog with the smoke we
have here on Millstone from the
old slate dump up on the Right
Fork of Millstone).

Old timers always said that if
the shuck on the corn was light,
the winter would be mild, I
don't think I have ever seen a
lighter shucki there was just

to cover the corn ear.
Speaking of harvesting corn,

the few rows we have in the gar-
den now are a far cry from the
acres and acres we had to gather
in when we were children. A
lot of the land we tilled was hill
side. Corn was pulled, after
many frosts, ana piled in several
heaps between the rows. A pile
row was made to about every four
rows of corn. Then it was gath-
ered into a sled pulled by old
Beck and hauled to the crib.

The gathering of corn, cushaws
and pumpkins usually took about
three weeks. It

Before this, when the corn was
green, the corn blades (fodder)
had been stripped from the stalk.
The tassels, or tops, had been
cut. All this was tied into neat
bundles, the blades in one, the
tops in the other. This too was
hauled into the barn. This was
hauled on damp days so as not
to shred the blades to bits. It
was used as silage for the stock.
From the corn we fed horses,
mules, cows, hogs and chickens
and took "turns" of it to the mill
for bread.

We thought we were poor, but
we did not hear so much about
poverty then as now. Everybody
had a mule, many a team of
mules, two cows and a ridhg

The annual elections of com
munity committeemen for the
Letcher County Agricultural Sta-
bilization and Co nservation
Committee will be held during
November.

The committee members who
are elected will have charge of
the ASC program in Letcher
County for the coming year.
The program provides federal
funds to nelp farmers with con-
servation procedures and allo-
cates production quotas of var-
ious farm crops.

Community boundaries and
polling places for the 1965

include:
Community A Sup-

ply Co. , Whitesburg. West
boundary lies on and incl udes
Trace Fork, Colson, Sandlick
Creek, Whitesburg and Cowan
Creek. East boundary lies cn
and includes head of Bottom --

fork, Millstone, Forks of Mill-
stone Creek, head of Rockhouse
and all localities contained
therei n .

Community Food
Market, Neon. From east boun-
dary of Community A to Pike
County and Virginia borders.

Community C---C. B. Caudill
Store, Blackey. From west boun-
dary of Community A, all areas
north of and including UZ, Hot-sp- ot,

Roxana, Blackey and Ul-va- h.

Community D--- J. D. Maggard

signs may

MOUNTAIN EAGLE

winter
horse and many hogs. The hogs,
with an individual split on the
ear, roamed the hills until a
month or so before butchering.
Each neighbor honored the mark
of his neighbor's hog and caught
only his own when ready to butch
er.

There was no electricity. We
salted our meat in the smoke
house, or smoked It with the
smoke from different kinds of
woods. We kept our milk in
the milk house, a house built
over a spring of running water.

Every Friday was mill day,
and treat day. For on mill days
we almost always got some long
sticks of peppermint candy or
long sticks of chewing gum.

Our days were full. They had
to be for there was many a long
weary step between the seeding
and tne harvest, and the finished
product on the table. The shin-
ing stepstove may not look like
much to the generation of the

age, but I have tasted
soma mighty good food from the
old stove.

We ate well, and we slept well
and we were well. There were
deaths, of course, but with all
the modern know-ho- w, there is
still death.

A mild winter may not be so
good as it seems at first glance.

is good for those who have to
drive far to work, but a mild
winter is almost always followed
by a bad crop year.

So it is good for the goers but
bad for the growers.

Meeting postponed
The Letcher County Historical

Society has postponed its OctQ- -
ber meeting for two Weeks to
schedule an out-of-to- speak-
er.

Miss Mae Frazier of Lexington
will discuss the Combs family
at the meeting, which has been
reset for 7:30 p. m. Friday, No-
vember 5, at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Stephen Combs Jr. in
Whitesburg.

Store, Eolia. All tarms lying on
uumDeuand Kiver side ot Pine
Mountain.

Community Co-
rnea's Store, Linefork, All farms
west of Community A boundary
and south of Community C, in-

cluding Linefork, Defeated
Creek, Kingscreek and Kingdom
Come.

Incumbent community com-
mitteemen will select a slate
of 6 candidates for committee-
man. Others may be suggested
as nominees by filing with the
county ASC committee a peti-
tion signed by six or more eli-
gible voters no later than Nov.
1. These names may be add-
ed to the list of nominees if they
are eligible and if they are will-
ing to serve. The county com-
mittee may also make such ad-

ditional nominations as it deems
necessary.

Polls for the community elec-
tions will be open from 8 a. m.
to 4 p. m. on November 22.

After the election in each
community, the ballots will be
tabulated publicly by the poll-
ing place officers. Any ques-

tions on eligibility tc vote or
hold office or on election pro-
cedures will be settled by the
community committee. Ap-
peals to decisions will be han-
dled by the county committee.
All eligible farmers are en-
couraged to vote in the elections.

ASC elections coming

U

IN CASE YOU'VE NEVER HAD TO GO--Th- ls is the "Bull
Hole," the bottomless pit on the top of Pine Mountain
which is the traditional place for defeated politicians to
retire and lick their wounds. This picture was made a
few weeks ago by Frank Majority, who was merely on a
sightseeing expedition.

Indictments
Letcher Circuit Judee J. L.

Hays this week dismissed six
indictments charging Letcher
County residents with operating
Junkyards without permits.

The indictments were dismissed
on motion of Commonwealth's
Atty. Emmett Fields after Paul
Martin, an employee of the Ken-
tucky Department of Highways,
said the persons named had com-
plied sufficiently with the law.

Martin is state highway depart-
ment Junkyard inspector for Eas-

tern Kentucky and appeared be-

fore the July grand jury to seek
the indictments.

The indictments were dismissed
at the cost of the court.

Defendants were Oliver Meade,
Lillian Ison, Lee Gentry, Oliver
Holbrook and Electric and Ma-

chine Co. and Mitchell Wright.
An Indictment was continued

Oliver White, who did not
appear In court.

Also continued to the next term
of court were two charges against
Wafford Bryant. He was Indicted

Methodists buy
Dawahare home
The Whitesburg Methodist

Church is purchasing the S. F.
Dawahare home from the Daw-
ahare heirs.

The property, which is direct-
ly behind the church, will be
used for church expansion.

Martin and Hoover Dawahare,
who have made their home in
the brick residence, moved this
week across the street to the
former home of Dee Dawahare,
which they will occupy.

Funeral services for Ora Dewey
Spears, Seco, will be conducted
at 2 p. m. Saturday at the Seco
Methodist Church.

The Rev. Grant Stallard will
officiate. Members of Lonesome
Pine Lodge No. 884, F&AM, will
conduct Masonic rites.

Burial will be in Thornton cem-
etery.

Mr. Spears, county judge pro
tern for the past four years, died
about 3 p. m, Wednesday at the
Jenkins Clinic Hospital as the
result of injuries received Mon-
day night when he was struck by
a car on US 119 near Seco.

State Trooper Roy Hall said a
car driven by Ralph Niece Jr. of
Seco struck'Spears about 8:15 p.
m, Monday. Hall said Niece,
31, and a passenger, Eugene
Phillips, 1 6, Seco, told him they
were going toward Neon in the
car when Mr, Spears "seemed to
step from the woods in front of
them. "
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Thursday, October 21,

dropped
in July on charges of failing to
carry workm:nrs compensation in-

surance or post bond with the
commissioner of labor and of
conversion.

PTA drive in progress
The Whitesburg Parent-Teach- er

Association is conducting its
annual drive for members.

The elementary classroom ob-

taining the most members before
3 p. m. Thursday, Oct. 28, will
receive a $5 prize. Parents or
legal guardians with more than
one child enrolled in school will
be counted in each child's room.
Grandparents, other relatives and
friends will be counted only in
the room which actually receives
the membership fee. Parents
who join should send their 50-ce- nt

dues with one child and
notes to the teachers of their
other children.

High school rooms will not
take part in the contest, but
parents of high school students
are urged to Join the PTA. Miss
Elizabeth Craft is chairman of
high school faculty member-
ships.

At its October meeting, the
PTA endorsed the $176 million
Kentucky bond issue proposal to
be votea on Nov. 2.

UKREA names Welch
John Welch, a teacher in the

Jenkins school system, was
named president-ele- ct of the
Upper Kentucky River Educa-
tion Association at the group's
annual meeting in Hazard last
week end. He will take office
next year as president.

ine accident occurred at a
curve in the road just in front of
a wooden shelter used by school
children to await school buses.

Mr. Spears received multiple
Internal Injuries. He was tak-
en immediately to the Jenkins
hospital but did not regain con-
sciousness.

Apparently he had walked from
his home at Seco to the top of
the hill to meet the Hazard enkins

bus, on which a relative was
expected to arrive. ' The bus,
contrary to custom', turned down
into Seco and when Mr. Spears
started across the road, he did
not see the oncc-nin- car. Mrs.
Spears was away 'rom home at
the time the accident occurred.

No charges were placed in con-
nection with the accident.

Mr. Spears celebrated his 64th
birthday Sept. 29. He was born
at Florress, Ky. , and was a son
of Thomas and Talitha Helton
Spears.

He came to Seco to work for
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Poverty
elections
planned

The Letcher County Economic
Opportunity Committee has

a set of bylaws calling
for biennial elections which will
permit poor residents of each of
the county's 31 precincts to name
their own representatives to the
committee.

The first election will be held
on the first Saturday in May,
1966.

Candidates for committee posts
will be nominated from the floor
at a community meeting not less
than a month prior to the ballot-
ing.

Candidates may be of any in-

come level but must live In the
precinct and must be legal voters.
Only those residents over 18 who
are in the $3, 000 a year or less
income bracket will be permit-
ted to vote in the elections.

The committee membership,
which will be limited to 40, al-
so will Include representatives
of education, welfare, courts,
health, labor, business, civic
clubs, charitable organizations
and the legal profession.

The present committee will
continue to serve until the new
members are chosen. Details
of election procedure have not
yet been worked out.

The committee runs the war
on poverty In Letcher County.

Meeting Monday
to discuss program
for Whitesburg
A meeting will be held at 8

p. m. Monday at the study hall
room of Whitesburg High School
for the purpose of organizing a
Community Action Program for
the Whitesburg area under the
Economic Opportunity Act.

The meeting is open to resi-
dents of Whitesburg, Marlowe,
Whitco, Sandlick, Ermine,
Cowan, and anyone else who is
interested.

Persons with incomes of $3, 000
or less a year are especially in-

vited to attend so that they may
take an active part in the "war

"on poverty.
Republicans to rally
The Letcher County Young Re-

publican Club, a new organize --

tion, will hold a rally at 7:30
p. m. Saturday, October 30, at
the courthouse in Whitesburg.

South East Coal Co. 33 years a--

He lived at Seco for a time,
then moved to Millstone, then
returned to Seco, where he was
manager of the company store
for 21 years. After the store was
closed several years ago he went
to Craft Funeral Homes as a book-
keeper and then became county
judge pro tern In 1961.

He was a member of the Mason-
ic order.

Mr. Spears is survived by his
wife, Mrs. Ruby Wyatt Spearsi
three daughters, Mrs. Reade A.
Roberts and Miss Janice Sue
Spears, both of Allentown, Pa.,
and Mrs. Gilbert K. Welbaum,
Troy, Ohio i three sons, Chester
Thomas Spears, with the Air Force
In Englandi Dewey WayneSpears,
New Orleans, La., and Stephen
Wyatt Spears, Seco, and six
grandchildren.

The body was taken to Banks and
Craft Funeral Home at Neon, and
will remain there until time of
services.

Spears funeral Saturday at Seco


