
CHRISTMAS EDITION

Good Luck Charm
Is Ancestor Of
Christmas Cards

Our modern Christmas cus-

toms all have a history that
seems both fabulous and in-

credible when traced from
their origin to the 20th cen-

tury America. Yet, few if
any among them have changed
more in appearance, and less
m purpose, than the tradition
al custom of wishing loved
ones 3 happy holiday season

A'-e- n centuries before there
va.-- a Christmas, people rele-brat- fd

the crying of a new
year, and favored this season
for exchanging friendly gree-
tingsjust as we do with
Christmas cards.

New Year" mes-
sages scrawled on papyrus
have been found in Egyptian
tombs of the 6th century B. C-B-

the first ready-mad- e holi-
day greetings were copper
pennies sold as good luck
charms in Rome during the
1st century A. D.

These curious tokens of
friendship and esteem carried
Latin inscriptions wishing. "A
happy and prosperous New
Year to me" (the recipient,
that is) Usually they pictur-
ed the (Roman god, J'anus,
whose twin faces looked onto
the past and into the future.

After Roman times, there
is no record of ready-mad- e
holiday greetings until 1450,
when woodcut New Year's
cards appeared in Germany.
Though medieval in style, the
design motifs were often sim-t- o

medern Christmas
cards. Scenes of ;he Chrio"
Child and gift-beare- rs wero
especially popular.

Their greetings ranged from

crude. German rhymes to ele
gant Latin verse. Gradually,
other European countnes
adopted the greeting card cus
tom. But another 400 years
breezed by before England
shifted the emphasis from
New Year s Day to Christmas,

By 1700, however, English
school children were bringing
gay "Christmas Pieces" home
to delighted parents. The
"Christmas Piece" was a les-
son in penmanship, with good
wishes carefully inscribed and
engraved pictures dramatizing
important events of the year.

Ilt's qufite likely, in fact,
that the world's first Christ
mas card was conceived by
William Maw Egley, Jr., while
performing this scholarly
Yuletide chore. A 16 year old
engraver's apprentice, Engley
printed 100 copies of his card
in 1842, one of which has been
preserved by the British
Museum in London.

Like so many today, it was
actually a combination Christ-
mas and New Year's card,
carrying what was to become
the most famous of all holi
day greetings "A Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year to you."

NUDIST CAMP
Fayeteville, Ark., An un-

employed Fort Smith auto
mechanic said he is the leader
of a northwest Arkansas nud-
ist group and that he sees
nohtine wrong with this
method of pursuing better
health. Both Preston A.
Dunn, who said he owns the
land on which the nudist col-
ony is situated and Dr. Brax-
ton Sawyer, Fort Smith radio
preacher who wants the camp
closed,, testified at a three- -
hour hearing
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PETRILLO ASKS IKE
FOR MUSIC SUBSIDY

Washington James C. Pe-tril- lo

called at the White
House today to urge another
lover of good music to come
to the aid of little symphony
orchesrtas.

The head of the American
Federation of Musicians ap-

pealed to President Eisen-
hower for federal subsidies
to save serious music in the
smaller cities. Petrillo told
the President that otherwise
they face extinction.

Petrillo commented after

his visit: "He's an
awfully nice man. He cer-
tainly listens."

He also urged upon the
President repeal of the 20 per
cent federal amusement tax
on hotel and night club en
tertainment.

OBSCENE MATERIAL
Ithaca, N. Y. Two Cor

nell University student-ed- i
tors of a campus publication
will appear before faculty
committees for hearings on
charges that their magazine
contained obscene material.

GREETINGS OF THE

AND BEST WISHES FOR
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Christmas Cards Open Door to Gay Yuletide )
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C Timeless scenes and symbols link new designs to the Spirit ol Christmas Past.

MOST OF U.S. PREFER DESIGNS
WITH FAMILY, SPECIAL TITLES

"May Christmas be mirthful
and happy for thee." "

So said a typical Christmas card
of the late 1880's. And believe-it-or-no- t,

the design pictured a
little girl gathering Spring flow-
ers in her apron from a meadow.

lit fact, most Christmas cards
of that era had little in common
with Christmas or the winter sea-
son, except for their quaintly-worde- d

greetings.
Styles have changed greatly

since then. The 1953 designs por-
tray a colorful Yuletide heritage
almost 2000 years old.

Holy Land scenes are especially
popula" ' 1- - vear. A rhinestone
syxt Star of Bethle

Birth Announcement
S. Sgt. and Mrs. Billy Ray

Ritchie are the proud parents
of a son born December 8, at
the Fleming Hospital. They
have chosen Michael Ray as
its name. Mrs. Richie is the
former Audrey Hughes. S.
Sgt. 'Rifchie is stationed in,
Kitzingen, Germany. Mrs.
Richie and baby son, plan to
join him in July.

Pontiac Releases
1954 Car Prices

Pontiac, Mich. Dec. 17
Prices for the 1954 Pontiacs
were announced today by R.
M. Cntchfield, general man- -
gaer of the Pontiac Motor
Division.

The new, bigger and longer
Star Chief Series will sell for
approximately $90 over the
comparable car in the Chief
tain line, Mr. Cntchfield

At the same time, he said
station wagons in the Chief- -
ta'm line have been reduced
approximately $90. List

prices on all other models in
the line remain unchanged.
atThe 1954 models are now on
display at Pontiac dealers.-Pric- es

for the four models
in the Star Chief series, all on
a 124-inc- h wheelbase and al-

most a foot longer than Chief
tain models, were announced
as follows:
Deluxe Four-Do-or Sedan 2,097
Custom Four-do- or Sedan 2,184
Custom Catalina 2,355
Deluxe Convertible 2,403

List (prices for comparable
cars in the Chieftain line on a
122-in- ch wheelbase are: Cus-
tom Catalina $2,244 and
DeLuxe Four Door-Seda- n

$2,009.51.
The Chieftain Specail

Station Wagon with eight
cylinder engine has been re-
duced $91.61, from $2,317.61 to
$2,226. The Chieftain Deluxe

Station Wagon has
been reduced $91.61 from
$2,447.61 to $2,356. Prices for
other station wagon models in
the eight and six-cylind- er

lines were similarly lowered.
lit was also announced that

power steering, which is avail
able as optional equipment on
all mbdels has been reduced
$40, from $165 to $125.

Prices for new accessories
in the 1354 line are as folows:
power brakes, $33.50; Comfort
Control front seat, $39.80;
electric window lifts. $49.50

Edward Amburgey, U. S
Army, stationed at Fort Knox,
Ky., is on furlough visiting
relatives and friends in
Whitesburg. He has been in
service six months.

hem flickers over ragged shep-
herds guarding their flock. The
Three Wise Men come bearing
gifts for the Infant Jesus on an-
other attractive, card.

Modern reproduction processes
lend freshness and originality to
such beloved Christmas symbols
as church bells, scarlet poinsettia
prints and brightly glowing can-
dles. The season's gaiety is per-
sonified by jolly Santa's impish
grin, or a whimsical top-hatt-

snowman with a gift package
tucked under one arm.

Christmas card verses, nowa-
days,- often blend their warm-
hearted wishes with just a touch
of holiday humor. Like this .

PIKE 'MAN SENTENCED
FOR MURDER OF WOMAN

Pikeville, Ky.-Shir- ley Da-

vis, 46, of Huddy, was sen-

tenced to life in prison last
week after his conviction of
the wilful murder of Anne
Mae Johnson, 48, August 14.

The woman was identified
at the trial as Davis common-la- w

wife- - She was stabbed

NEW DAILY PAPER TO
SERVE TRI-STA- AREA

Frankfort, The Secretary
of State's office approved &

charter for a new Republican
newspaper in Southeastern
Kentucky the Tti - State
Morning Herald, Middlesboro,
with a capitalization of $100,--
000- - The paper would serve
Bell, Knox, Harlan, Whitley,
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May Christmas and
The year that's coming
Find you Merry, Happy
And Humming!

There are other trends, too.
Christmas cards designed for spe-
cific friends and relatives have
multiplied to a point where they'
outnumber all others by a 2-- 1

ratio. Publishers say it's the most
popular development' in Christ-
mas card history.

Those pictured above are typi-
cal. Teachers, neighbors, nurses,
sweethearts, your baby-sitte- r,

postman, boss and many others
also rate their own special cards.
You can even send one that's ad-

dressed "From One Christmas
Card Sender to Another."

Incidentally, to insure deliv-
ery by Dec. 25, the Post Office
Department, asks that all out-of- -'

state cards be mailed by Dec. 15!
and those for local delivery at
least a week before Christmas;

with a pocket knife during an
argument while the two were
drinking at their home in
Huddy.

The woman was examined
by Dr. W. J. Smith, Belfry, af
ter the stabbing. Dr. Smith
testified the wound appeared
to be superficial and he treat-
ed and released her. She
died shortly thereafter.

and Leslie Counties in Ken-
tucky; Claiborne and Han-
cock Counites, Tenn., and Lee
and Wise counties, Va. In-
corporators included a num-
ber of present and former
public officials including for-
mer Gov. Flem D. Sampson,
Barbourville; Whitley County
Judge Pleas Jones, and State
Senator A. E. Cornett, Hyden.
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j I
j As little as

7.6

PER WEEK

after down payment

EASY BUDGET TERMS

A brand-ne- model! Completely little floor space! Famous
' design and styling to add to General Electric dependability!

tike beauty of your And at a price you can easily

Heaty of food-ctorm- ge space in affbedf

SUIE TO STOP IN TODAY!

WILLIAMS ELECTRIC
SALES AND SERVICE

(LOCATED ACROSS STREET IN JTtONT OP
BANK OP WHITESBURG)

A,

$229.95

kitchen!

IgeneialI
electric
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