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Southern Indiana:
Sunny, breezy, warm
today. Partly cloudy
tonight. Thundershow-
ers, showers tomorrow.
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An accomplished deer hunter, Kara Mellick has
felled a 7- and 10-point buck. The antlers hang in her
living room.

A motivated student, she graduated from Fair-
dale High School with perfect attendance and is put-
ting herself through college.

But as a devoted mother, Mellick, 23, couldn’t pre-
vent her infant daughter’s violent death from abuse
three years ago at the hands of a man living in her
home.

“It kills me every time I think about it,” said Mel-
lick, whose 9-month-old baby, Karlie, was fatally bat-
tered while Mellick was at work. “I don’t understand
how can you take out that much frustration on a baby
that’s totally innocent.”

Now, Mellick has decided to talk publicly about
her story in hopes of preventing other such deaths.
It’s part of a regional public service campaign, led by
Kosair Children’s Hospital in Louisville, that is ded-
icated to ending child abuse deaths.

Mellick, who lives in Southern Indiana, will be-
come the face of that campaign, along with Ebony
Carson, 23, a Louisville mother whose son, Cornell,
now almost 2, survived a beating in late October that
left him disabled with a severe brain injury. They
will appear in videos, advertisements and in other
material promoting the effort.

“Reducing child abuse is not a very good goal,”
said Dr. Stephen Wright, medical director at Kosair

Kara Mellick visits the grave of her 9-month-old daughter, Karlie, in Crestwood in March. Karlie
suffered a fatal head injury inflicted by Mellick’s housemate. KYLENE LLOYD/THE C-J

TO REPORT ABUSE
In Kentucky, anyone who suspects a
child is being abused or neglected is
required by law to report it to authori-
ties. To report suspected abuse, call the
state hotline operated by the Cabinet
for Health and Family Services. The
toll-free number is (877) KYSAFE1 (877-
597-2331).

2 area mothers hope that sharing their
painful stories will spare others the

By Deborah Yetter
dyetter@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See MOTHERS, Page A6

GRIEF
GUILT
of having a child abused while in

the care of someone they trust

AND

Matthew Vaughn told police he shook
Karlie and slammed her on the floor.
SCOTT UTTERBACK/THE C-J

ON THE WEB
To see videos of Kara Mellick and
Ebony Carson, find this story online at
courier-journal.com

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE

It was hailed as a landmark funding agreement
when signed in 1983, the first of its kind in the na-
tion, and it relieved local government of the threat
posed by the mounting cost of hospital care for
Louisville’s uninsured poor.

But nearly 30 years later, the indigent-care con-
tract known as the Quality and Charity Care Trust is
in danger of unraveling, leaving a gaping hole in the
city’s health-care safety net.

Under the agreement, University Hospital’s op-
erator guarantees medical care for all uninsured lo-
cal residents who qualify, in return for a fixed annu-
al payment from state and local government. If that
care costs more than the government aid, the hospi-
tal must provide it anyway.

State government paid $25 million into the fund
last year. Louisville Metro Government paid anoth-
er $9.6 million, but reclaimed $2.6 million of that
under a years-old rebate arrangement prompted its

Safety net
of caring
for needy
imperiled
Officials look at unusual way
University Hospital gets paid
By Patrick Howington
The Courier-Journal

See CARE, Page A12

Love UofL and hate Big Blue?
Or can’t stand Big Red? Go to
RedNBlueFans.com and let
everyone know.
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DULLAHAN WINS
BLUE GRASS STAKES
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BLUE GRASS STAKES

CARTAGENA, Colombia — An embarrassing scan-
dal involving prostitutes and Secret Service agents
deepened Saturday as 11 agents were placed on
leave, and the agency designed to
protect President Barack Obama
had to offer regret for the mess
overshadowing his diplomatic mis-
sion to Latin America.

The controversy also expanded
to the U.S. military, which an-
nounced five service members
staying at the same hotel as the
agents in Colombia may have been
involved in misconduct as well.
They were confined to their quar-
ters in Colombia and ordered not to
have contact with others.

All the alleged activities took
place before Obama arrived Friday
in this Colombian port city for
meetings with 33 other regional
leaders.

Put together, the allegations
were an embarrassment for an American president
on foreign soil and threatened to upend White
House efforts to keep his trip focused squarely on
boosting economic ties with fast-growing Latin

Scandal
widens to
military
Secret Service agents, 5 others
relieved over prostitution ties
By Libardo Cardona
Associated Press

Obama

INSIDE
» President
Barack Oba-
ma’s ap-
proach gar-
ners mixed
results. A3

See AGENTS, Page A14
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Yield To Maturity GMAC
issued by

!Offered at 99.888

5.5 Year Corporate Bond issued by

!Matures - June 1, 2019

!Offered at 86.643

7.1 Year Corporate Bond

® !Matures - November 15,2017

!Callable 6/1/17 @ 100
!Monthly Interest

!Callable @ 100

Yield To Maturity

These announcements don’t constitute a solicitation of an offer, nor do they constitute an offer in any jurisdiction in which, or to any person to whom, it wouldn't be lawful to make such offers.
An investment advisory account is required and the quoted yields do not reflect deduction of investment advisory fees disclosed in Form ADV Part 2. The GMAC security is a 8.125% coupon rate General Motors Acceptance Corp smartnote and interest is paid
monthly. The Kindred Healthcare security is a 8.25% coupon rate Kindred Healthcare Inc. senior note and interest is paid semi-annually. Prices and yield to maturities (YTM) are as of April 13, 2012 and subject to availability. Minimum overall account balance applies.
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Get the latest traffic info on
your smart phone to help with
your commute.
Scan this code with a QR
Code reader or go to
www.bit.ly/cjtraffic

HELP IS AT HAND
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