
A homeowner on Allen
Lane had called, concerned
because he heard sounds in-
side a wall and feared he
might have an electrical or
other fire. No fire was de-
tected at that scene, but it
put firefighters just minutes
away from a fire at a Douglas
Avenue house that might
otherwise have been a total
loss.

“Myself, two officers and
a tanker were on scene in,
literally, two minutes,” Har-
ris said.

An 18-year-old man with
asthma who lived in the
house was transported to
Ephraim McDowell Re-
gional Medical Center as a
precautionary measure.

e Oakley family, which

is renting the house on Dou-
glas Avenue, just off World-
stown Road, already was out
of the smoky house when
firefighters arrived at 11:40
p.m., Harris said.

“Initially, when we got
there, the house was full of
smoke, and there were
flames coming out of the
back,” he said. “Fortunately,
we had enough crew on
scene to keep it down.”

Firefighters kept watch
for three hours before being
satisfied their job was done,
he said.

Two fire investigators also
responded to the scene.

Boyle County Deputy
Sheriff Warren Lanham con-
firmed dispatch received the
initial call about the fire at
11:37.

“Deputy Derek Robbins

and Deputy Chris Stratton
went to Walmart and bought
a bunch of stuffed animals
for the kids,” Lanham said.
“Knowing them, I can see
that this is something they
would do.”

e family, including a
grandmother and two small
children, are staying in a

local hotel, courtesy of the
Salvation Army.

It would have to be a hotel
that accepts pets.

Harris said firefighters
were happy to have found
the family dog, a pug named
Baby.

“It was the cutest little
thing,” he said.

ing at the Boyle County
Courthouse.

e grant has  been used
to replace the 435 lighting
fixtures in the courthouse,
as well as motion sensors
that turn lights on and off
depending on whether
someone is in the room.  

e new, energy-efficient
lighting is expected to cut
wattage use by 25-30 per-
cent and make a serious
dent in the roughly $1,200
per month it takes to light
the aging building. 

Campbell said the idea to
install solar panels at a
county facility was actually
added to the grant later. 

ere was some thought
given to replacing vehicles
in the county fleet with hy-
brid gas-electric vehicles,
but the grant would have
only paid the difference in
cost between a regular gas-
powered vehicle and the hy-
brid. 

Campbell said the solar
panel project is 100 percent
paid for by the grant, and the
recycling center is an ideal
location for the county to get
more environmentally
friendly.

“We thought it would be
the best place to go green
and, with its power usage,
the center perfectly fit with
the size of system we could
afford,” Campbell said. 

e 17,000-watt-per-hour
system is expected to save

an average of about $8,000 a
year in electricity costs.

e energy footprint for
the installation of the panels
also will stay small because
the panels will come from
across the street.

Troy Lay, owner of Alter-
native Energies, said the
county contract will be a
big boost to a relatively
small company that, like
others of its kind, was
deemed guilty by associa-
tion after more than a half-
billion dollars in
government loans went to
the now-bankrupt Califor-
nia solar company Solyn-
dra.

Lay said the Solyndra
story, as well as Chinese
solar products flooding the
market, drove away several
clients who had committed
to purchase solar panel sys-
tems just when the plant
was getting up and running
last September.

While he isn’t sure how
the operation survived, Lay
expects the production floor
to be humming again soon.

e phone started ringing
and Lay said he is lining up
companies and individuals
looking to cuts costs and
their impact on the environ-
ment. He expects the
county’s contract to be part
of a drastically increased
workload in 2012.

“It's definitely a good day,”
Lay said about the news. “It’s
great when your hometown
gets behind you.”
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Come Home To Your
Hometown Bank.

� e minimum balance to open an account and obtain the Annual Percentage Yield is $500.00.
Certi� cates are subject to a penalty for early withdrawal.

Attractive Deposit Rates
Rates e� ective as of 2/2/11

 MMDA Tiers Interest Rate APY
 0-24,999 0.25% 0.25%
 25,000-99,999 0.40% 0.40%
 100,000 and over 0.65% 0.65%

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
91-Day Certi� cates .65% .65%
6-Month Certi� cates .75% .75%
1-Year Certi� cates 1.00% 1.00%
2-Year Certi� cates 1.45% 1.46%
3-Year Certi� cates 1.85% 1.86%
5-Year Certi� cates 2.25% 2.27%
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Rates effective as of 2/29/12

91-Day Certifi cates .30% .30%
6-Month Certifi cates .40% .40%
1-Year Certifi cates .65% .65%
2-Year Certifi cates 1.00% 1.00%
3-Year Certifi cates 1.30% 1.31%
5-Year Certifi cates 1.75% 1.76%

THE AREA’S FINEST FURNITURE OUTLET

WE ARE OPEN
continuously serving you with quality furniture.

Lloyd and Barbara will work to bring you the name brands you trust.
303 N Bragg Street

Perryville, KY

859-332-2161
Open 9-5

Wed., Thurs., Fri., & Sat.
•Credit Cards Accepted
Directions: In Perryville,
turn right at light, look

for red building

RECYCLING, from A1

1 killed as possible tornadoes hit the Midwest

Teen appears in court after
Ohio school shooting

The Unity in the Community worship service
drew 155 people to First Baptist Church of Junc-
tion City on Tuesday night, where the Rev. Joseph
Marshall of Bethel Baptist Church delivered the
sermon. The choir from Christ the Head Mission-
ary Church provided special music, along with
First Baptist. 

The five-night program continues at 7 p.m.
today at First Baptist Church, 200 W. Walnut St. in
Danville. 

The Rev. Bryan Montgomery of Danville Church
of God will deliver the sermon. 

Designed to bring together people across racial
and denominational lines, Unity in the Commu-
nity will conclude Thursday night. Everyone is
welcome to attend. More information is available
at www.danvilleunity.org.

CHARDON, Ohio (AP) —
e 17-year-old suspect in a
deadly shooting rampage at
an Ohio high school ap-
peared briefly in juvenile
court as residents of the
shaken community offered
sympathy and support for
families and friends of the
three students who were
killed and two who were
wounded.

A prosecutor described
suspect T.J. Lane as “someone
who’s not well” and said the
teen didn’t know the victims
but chose them randomly.

Lane admitted taking a .22-
caliber pistol and a knife to
the 1,100-student Chardon
High School and firing 10
shots at a group of students
sitting at a cafeteria table
Monday morning, prosecutor
David Joyce said.

Authorities offered their
own condolences Tuesday
and shared a nugget of wel-
come news, announcing that
an 18-year-old girl who was
hurt in the shootings had been
released from the hospital and
was home with family. e
second injured teen remained
in serious condition at a sub-
urban Cleveland hospital.

ose trying to understand
what prompted the shootings
got few answers from the court
hearing, which came hours
after the death toll rose to
three.

Lane, a thin young man de-
scribed by other students as
extremely quiet, spoke little in
court, where a judge ordered
him held for at least 15 days.

Lane’s grandfather, who
has custody of the teenager,
and two aunts joined him in
court. e women lightly em-

braced the older man as the
hearing began.

Prosecutors have until
ursday to bring charges
and are expected to ask that
Lane be tried as an adult. He
will probably be charged with
three counts of aggravated
murder and other offenses,
Joyce said.

e prosecutor appeared
to rule out rumors and spec-
ulation that the young gun-
man lashed out after being
bullied or that the shooting
had something to do with
drug-dealing.

“is is not about bullying.
is is not about drugs,” Joyce
said. “is is someone who’s
not well, and I’m sure in our
court case we’ll prove that to
all of your desires and we’ll
make sure justice is done here
in this county.”

Joyce would not elaborate.
Both sides in the case are
under a gag order imposed by
the judge at the prosecutor’s
request.

e judge also barred
media outlets from taking
photos of the faces of the sus-
pect and some of his relatives. 

e Associated Press
transmitted photos and video
of Lane that were shot before
the hearing. e AP and at
least one other media outlet,
e Plain Dealer of Cleve-
land, plan to challenge the
judge’s order Wednesday.

Meanwhile, area schools
offered grief counseling to
students, staff and others
shocked by the rampage.

“We’re not just any old
place, Chardon,” Chardon
School Superintendent
Joseph Bergant II said. “is is
every place. As you’ve seen in

the past, this can happen any-
where, proof of what we had
yesterday.”

Authorities said Tuesday
that Demetrius Hewlin, 16,
and Russell King Jr., 17, had
died from their injuries.
Daniel Parmertor, 16, died
shortly after the shooting.

Hewlin attended Chardon
High. King and Parmertor
were students at the Auburn
Career Center, a vocational
school, and were waiting in
the Chardon High cafeteria for
their daily bus when they were
shot.

Lane’s family is mourning
“this terrible loss for their
community,” Lane’s attorney,
Robert Farinacci, said in a
statement.

Fifteen-year-old Danny
Komertz, who witnessed the
shooting, said it appeared
that the gunman singled out a
group of students sitting to-
gether. He said Lane was
known as an outcast who had
apparently been bullied. But
other students disputed that.

Farinacci told WKYC-TV
that Lane “pretty much sticks
to himself but does have
some friends and has never
been in trouble over anything
that we know about.”

Lane did not attend
Chardon High but waited
there for the bus to Lake
Academy, a school for stu-
dents with academic or be-
havioral problems.
Authorities would not say
how and why he ended up at
Lake Academy.

Student Nate Mueller said
he was at the cafeteria table
where the victims were shot,
and a bullet grazed his ear.
Mueller told e Plain Dealer

that King — one of those
killed — had recently started
dating Lane’s ex-girlfriend.

Lane “was silent the whole
time,” Mueller said. “at’s
what made it so random.”

Kala Day, 18, said she rode
the morning school bus with
Lane and knew the victims.

“He always sat by himself
and, like, looked out the win-
dow. So I sat with him a few
times, because I felt bad for the
kid,” she said. “He didn’t talk.
He just stared out the win-
dow.”

e shooting sent students
screaming from the building
in panic, and some of that
chaos and fear was captured
in 911 recordings released
Tuesday.

“We just had a shooting at
our school. We need to get out
of here. Oh, my god,” one cry-
ing female caller told a dis-
patcher.

“Everyone’s running
away,” the caller added.

Another caller, a male stu-
dent, instantly identified the
gunman as omas Lane, a
student, and said he ap-
peared to be shooting at ran-
dom.

“What was his beef with
these kids? Do we know?” the
dispatcher asked. “I have no
idea,” he said, adding: “He’s
very quiet and he doesn’t re-
ally talk to anyone.”

Frank Hall, an assistant
high school football coach
who has been hailed as a hero
by students who say he
chased the gunman out of the
cafeteria, told a Cleveland TV
station that he couldn’t dis-
cuss what happened, but
added: “I wish I could have
done more.”

BRANSON, Mo. (AP) —
One person is dead, dozens
are injured and some are
trapped in their homes after
a powerful storm system
bearing a string of possible
tornadoes battered a tourist
hub and mobile home park
in southwest Missouri.

Rescue crews awaited
sunrise Wednesday to begin
scouring the trailer park
south of Buffalo where at

least one person was killed
after an apparent tornado
slammed the area overnight,
Lt. Dana Eagan of the Dallas
County Sheriff’s Office said.

e storm left another 13
people at the park injured
and knocked out power to
all of Buffalo, Eagan said.
Buffalo is about 35 miles
north of Springfield.

An apparent tornado left
at least a dozen more people

injured further south in
Branson, trapping some
people in their homes, Na-
tional Weather Service me-
teorologist Mike Griffin.

Searchers were going
from house to house early
Wednesday, Taney County
Sheriff Jimmie Russell. 

e National Weather
Service typically sends
teams in the hours and days
following a storm of this size

to determine if a tornado
struck.

Griffin said the storm left
a trail of destruction in
downtown Branson, scatter-
ing the area with debris and
uprooted road signs, and
heavily damaging buildings
in the city’s famous theater
district.

Branson is one of the
Midwest’s major tourist at-
tractions, drawing millions

each year to its theaters and
amusement parks. Enter-
tainers such as Andy
Williams, comedian Yakov
Smirnoff and Jim Stafford
have settled in the city.

In neighboring Kansas,
Gov. Sam Brownback de-
clared a state of emergency
late Tuesday after an appar-
ent tornado struck Har-
veyville.

e declaration covered

Wabaunsee County, south-
west of Topeka. A news re-
lease from the governor’s
office said one person was
critically injured, several
homes and a church were
damaged, and trees and
power lines were down.

Earlier, the National
Weather Service reported
brief tornado touchdowns
southwest of Hutchinson,
Kan.

in 1967 primarily to employ
and rehabilitate individuals
with disabilities, have led to
speculation about money
problems. 

While he didn’t com-
ment on the severity of any
financial struggles, Pitman
said he and others are fo-
cused on putting the organ-
ization on sound footing.

“We are working with
several organizations to get
our finances in line,” Pit-
man said.

Pitman, the former direc-
tor of facilities and pupil
personnel with Boyle
County Schools, was hired
about a month ago follow-
ing the retirement of Ron
Zimmerman, who held the
position since 2006. He said
it became clear that one of
the biggest jobs in Pioneer’s
history has not been the
boon to the bottom line
many expected when it was
announced a year-and-a-
half ago.

In late 2010, Pioneer se-
cured a government con-
tract to do sewing work on
lightweight, cold weather
parkas for the United States
military, which Zimmer-
man told The Advocate-
Messenger was the largest
the company had ever re-
ceived. 

Sixty-five new employees

were required to do the
work at the Corporate Drive
plant.

Pitman said the project
actually was losing money
on a daily basis by the time
he came on board four
weeks ago, and he pulled
the plug on the work soon
after he started in the job.
Current board President
Stephen Toon said fuel and
shipping costs were some of
the reasons the project was
in the red.

Pitman said work is con-
tinuing on some other con-
tracts. Pioneer has done
light assembly and packag-
ing work for many indus-
tries in Boyle and
surrounding counties over
the years, and Pitman
hopes that can be a source
of more work in the future.

Toon, who has served on
the 13-member volunteer
board of directors for three
years and took over as the
body’s president in August,
also declined to comment
on specific financial issues. 

Toon said there are rea-
sons, including Pitman’s
hire, to be optimistic. 

“I’m hopeful,” Toon said
of his outlook. 

“We’re looking forward
to bringing most of these
people (who were laid off )
back to work. We’re not
looking back, we are look-
ing forward.”

FIRE, from A1

PIONEER, from A1

Unity series returns to Danville


