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In 1888, “Honest Dick” Tate, the 
state treasurer, embezzled $247,000 
and fled the state.
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Three Frankfort resi-
dents have been charged 
with trafficking in pre-
scription pills, a prosecutor 
says.

Kristy Chipman, 27, of 77 
Lawrence St., sold two Opa-
na tablets for $65 each to a 
confidential witness, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Larry 
Cleveland said Wednesday. 
Ralph Rhody, 29, answered 
the phone call from the wit-
ness and set up the deal.

“Rhody sent Chipman to 
do the delivery and sale,” 
Cleveland said.

Rhody, also of 77 Law-
rence St., is charged with 
first-degree complicity to 
trafficking in a controlled 
substance for orchestrating 
the Jan. 31 deal, while Chip-
man is charged with first-
degree trafficking in a con-

trolled substance, accord-
ing to the indictment.

Rhody was also charged 
with trafficking in the first 
degree after he sold three 
Opana tablets for $210 to a 
confidential witness Feb. 9, 
Cleveland said.

 Also indicted by grand 
jury Wednesday was 44-
year-old Janet Huelette, of 
615 Millie Drive.

Huelette was charged 
with first-degree trafficking 
in a controlled substance 
after she sold two Perco-
cet pills for $60 to a confi-
dential witness, Cleveland 
said.

“Percocet is what every-
body seems to want,” he 
said.

The incident took place 
March 5, 2011, but she 
hadn’t been charged before 
now, because the sale was 
part of an ongoing investi-
gation, Cleveland said.

Court indicts 3 
for trafficking 
prescription pills 

state journal staff report

Rep. Carl Rollins was one 
of two state lawmakers to 
gain recognition Wednes-
day for his public policy 
work on behalf of Kentucky 
students.

Rollins, a Midway Dem-
ocrat, and Sen. Vernie Mc-
Gaha, a Republican from 
Russell Springs, received 
the Kids First Advocacy 
Award from the Kentucky 
School Boards Association. 

The award, presented 
during the association’s an-
nual Advocacy Conference, 
is given annually to a law-
maker from each chamber. 

Rollins chairs the House 
Education Committee and 
also sits on budget review 
subcommittees on primary 
and secondary education 
and postsecondary educa-
tion. 

A state representative 
since 2007, he is the mar-
keting manager for the 
Kentucky Higher Education 
Student Loan Corporation. 
Among his key pieces of leg-
islation are a bill that made 
changes in dealing with 
low-performing schools 
and a law that gave super-
intendents a greater role in 
principal selection.

Rollins also is known 
for his attendance at KS-
BA events, where he helps 
school board members and 
superintendents better un-
derstand education issues.

Rollins has had a long 
career in public service. 
He has been a city council 
member and mayor of Mid-
way, magistrate on Wood-

ford Fiscal Court and mem-
ber of the Woodford County 
Health Department Board.

Rollins’ education expe-
rience includes stints as di-
rector of community edu-
cation for Woodford Coun-
ty Schools and director of 
admissions at Midway Col-
lege. 

He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from Morehead State 
University and master’s 
and doctoral degrees from 
University of Kentucky, the 
latter in educational policy 
studies and evaluation. He 
is a U.S. Air Force veteran.

McGaha, who began his 
service in the state Senate 
in 1997 and recently an-
nounced he would retire 
this year, is vice chairman 
of the Senate Education 
Committee and a member 
of the Budget Review Sub-
committee on Education. 

A retired educator, he 
was the original sponsor of 
the legislation that revised 
the principal selection sys-
tem. This year, he is the pri-
mary sponsor of a bill to im-
prove the due process pro-
cedure for certified employ-
ees, streamlining the tribu-
nal system and making it 
more fair and equitable.

McGaha takes time to 
discuss legislation with KS-
BA members and has been a 
regular speaker at associa-
tion conferences.

He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from Campbellsville 
University and a master’s 
degree from Western Ken-
tucky University as well as 
Rank I teaching certifica-
tion.

PHoTo submITTeD by KsbA

Rep. Carl Rollins, D-midway, accepts the 2012 Kentucky 
school boards Association Kids First Advocacy Award from 
KsbA President Tom blankenship of Lincoln County, right, and 
Ambrose Wilson IV, a member of the Woodford County board 
of education and a KsbA regional chairman.

Rollins honored for work 
on behalf of Ky. students
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The Office of the Attor-
ney General has ruled that 
the Kentucky State Univer-
sity Board of Regents erred 
in closing a meeting to the 
public to discuss an audit re-
port.

In a decision handed 
down this week, the office 
determined that the board 
failed to comply with the 
Kentucky Open Meetings 
Act during a retreat in Lex-
ington last month.

KSU spokeswoman Feli-
cia Lewis had no comment 
on the decision or whether 
the university plans to ap-
peal it in circuit court.

State Journal reporter Ka-
theran Wasson filed a com-
plaint with KSU after she 
and other members of the 

public were asked to leave a 
committee meeting on Jan. 
27. 

Regent Charles White-
head, who presided over the 
meeting, said he wanted to 
discuss the report with au-
ditors “so they can say any-
thing they might want to 
say.”

State law allows pub-
lic agencies to meet behind 
closed doors for a limited 
number of reasons, like dis-
cussions about property, liti-
gation or the hiring and fir-
ing of employees. 

But first, they must tell the 
public what they plan to dis-
cuss in general and the pro-
vision of the law that permits 
the meeting behind closed 
doors. Members must then 
take a formal vote to begin.

Whitehead skipped over 

citing the provision of the 
law that permits the meet-
ing and taking a vote, and 
though KSU publicly an-
nounced a legal exemption 
later that afternoon, the At-
torney General said it was 
too late.

“Referencing a statutory 
exemption four hours later 
during the Board’s regular 
meeting did not remedy this 
error, as ‘belated notification 
is an oxymoron,’” the deci-
sion says.

The Attorney General al-
so determined the exemp-
tion given by KSU didn’t fit 
the situation at hand. The 
decision has the force of law 
if KSU doesn’t file an appeal 
in court.

The incident happened 
one day after KSU regents at-
tended  training with Assis-

tant Attorney General Amye 
Bensenhaver about the Ken-
tucky Open Meetings and 
Open Records acts.

In their report, auditors 
from Lexington-based Dean 
Dorton Allen Ford said they 
faced “significant delays” 
getting the data needed to 
complete the 2011 audit, in-
cluding information about 
monthly cash transactions, 
capital assets, accounts re-
ceivable, grants and liabili-
ties during their examina-
tion.

Officials blamed tech-
nical difficulties that have 
since been fixed.

The audit also cited sev-
eral issues with KSU’s han-
dling of federal programs 
and grants.

AG: KSU shouldn’t have closed meeting 
Board of Regents asked public to leave without appropriate reason, notice

Chris Bischoff, center, and Deborah Payne, right, hold up their hands in support at the Fairness Coalition rally held 

Wednesday. The rally was held to lobby for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender anti-discrimination laws and to 

strengthen the anti-bullying statute.

Carol and Darryl Denham stand beside Chris Hartman, executive director of the Fairness Coalition, as they are intro-

duced. The Denhams’ 13-year-old son committed suicide in October of last year due to bullying at school.

Charlena Andrews, a transsexual from Louisville, holds up 

her hand as she prays.
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