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REP. ROLLINS RECOGNIZED FOR WORK WITH STUDENTS
LOCAL     A5

Jim Smith

Swifty station 
robbed again
Clerk threatened, gave up cash

Sex act caused 
car to flip over
Two charged with wanton 
endangerment in Feb. 3 wreck

Plant Board fires manager after 1 year
Manager, assistant manager let go during late-night meeting; board gives no explanation
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WEEKLY POLL: Constables

Has the office of county constable outlived its usefulness?
Yes, 80%  No, 20% Total votes: 165

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>SPORTS, B1
Local swimmers gear up for state.
FHS girls’, WHHS boys’ seasons end.

>>LOCAL, A5
Three Frankfort residents indicted for trafficking 
prescription pills.

TONIGHT’S WEATHER

Rain and storms 
expected 
low around 43
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Gov. Steve Beshear, left, and Sen. Damon Thayer, R-Georegetown, share a laugh Wednesday before a meeting of Thayer’s Senate 
State and local Government Committee that voted 7-4 to send a gambling proposal to the full Senate.

By ROGER aLFORD
AssociAted Press

Casinos could be built in 
Kentucky under a proposed 
constitutional amendment 
that cleared its first legisla-
tive hurdle Wednesday after 
being modified to appease 

reluctant lawmakers.
The Senate State and Lo-

cal Government Commit-
tee voted 7-4 to send the ini-
tiative to the full Senate for 
consideration. If it passes 
there, it would then go to the 
House.

Republican state Sen. Da-

mon Thayer of Georgetown, 
a horse industry consultant 
who is sponsoring the leg-
islation, made some last-
minute changes so that the 
proposal no longer requires 
up to five of the proposed 
casinos to be built at race 
tracks. New language allows 

up to seven casinos in the 
state with no assurance that 
they would be built at horse 
tracks.

“I believe an issue of this 
importance should be put 
on the ballot to let the people 

Sen. Dan Seum, R-Louisville, objected to a guarantee that horse tracks would get casinos, 
arguing that no specific industry should be written into the state’s Constitution.  

Seum said that essentially would give a monopoly to horse tracks.

By KEvIN WHEaTLEy
kwheAtley@stAte-journAl.com

For the second time in less 
than three years, the Frank-
fort Plant Board will look for a 
new general manager after di-
rectors terminated Jim Smith’s 
contract by unanimous vote 
late Wednesday.

The board also voted unani-

mously to fire Assistant General 
Manager Ron Thomas, whom 
Smith hired, but declined to 
say why both men were ousted 
at 10 p.m. after an hour behind 
closed doors at attorney James 
Liebman’s office.

The meeting, held late due 
to scheduling conflicts, fol-
lowed a two-hour closed-door 

personnel session at Liebman’s 
office Monday.

“Effective Feb. 29, 2012, Jim 
Smith will no longer be em-
ployed as general manager of 
the Frankfort Plant Board,” 
board chairwoman Sheila Bur-
ton said in a statement after the 
meeting. “In addition, effective 
Feb. 29, 2012, Ron Thomas will 

no longer be employed as as-
sistant general manager of the 
Frankfort Plant Board.”

Neither attended Wednes-
day’s meeting, and both were 
unaware of their terminations 
Wednesday night, Burton said. 

They won’t be fired until 
Feb. 29 to maintain health in-
surance through the end of the 

month, she said.
“We felt like terminating 

them tomorrow would au-
tomatically shut down Ron’s 
health insurance,” Burton said. 
“However, they will not be ex-
pected to perform any duties 
upon receiving notification to-
morrow.”

Casinos clear 1st hurdle, 
committee sends it on

new language allows 7 casinos, doesn’t mention horse tracks

Space heater sparked fire that killed advocate

see FPB, A7

By KEvIN WHEaTLEy
kwheAtley@stAte-journAl.com

An electric space heater 
sparked the fire that killed 
Charles Wells, a highly-re-
garded advocate for state 
employees, at his Scott 
County home Tuesday.

State police say the fire 

started in a sunroom around 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday at Wells’ 
Scott County home after a 
space heater was placed too 
close to combustible mate-
rials. He was home alone at 
the time, according to po-
lice.

Wells, 52, died of smoke 
inhalation, and his death has 
been ruled accidental, Scott 
County Coroner John Goble 
told The State Journal.

State government and 

political officials mourned 
Wells’ death Tuesday, re-
membering him as an out-
spoken advocate of state 
workers. 

Wells was appointed to 
a non-merit position in the 
Personnel Cabinet by Gov. 
Steve Beshear in 2008 after 
serving as the executive di-
rector of the Kentucky As-
sociation of State Employees 
for 19 years.

“Jane and I were sad-

dened to learn of the death 
of our friend Charles Wells,” 
Beshear said in a statement. 
“Charles was a lifelong advo-
cate for working families as 
the longtime executive di-
rector of the Kentucky Asso-
ciation of State Employees. 

“We extend our condo-
lences to his wife, Sheila, and 
all of their family, and will 
keep them in our thoughts 

By LaUREN HaLLOW
lhAllow@stAte-journAl.com

Two people – including a 
former Lawrenceburg po-
lice officer  – were arrested 
this week and charged with 
wanton endangerment af-
ter allegedly engaging in a 
sexual act that caused the 
car they were riding in to hit 
a guardrail and flip over. 

Former officer Kyle Lucas, 
32, of Lawrenceburg, was 
arrested in Lawrenceburg 
Monday and charged with 
wanton endangerment in 
the second degree, said 
County Attorney Rick 
Sparks, who worked with 
the Franklin County Sher-
iff’s Office on the accident 

investigation. 
Charges were also filed 

against Frankfort resident 
Courtney Chesser, 19, who 
was driv-
ing Lucas’ 
car when 
it hit a 
g u a r d -
rail and 
f l i p p e d 
along U.S. 
127 just 
south of 
Interstate 
64 around 
1:30 a.m. 
Feb. 3. 

Sheriff’s deputies arrest-
ed Chesser Wednesday af-
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His death has been 
ruled an accident
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Swifty Oil gas station, 
on Versailles Road, was 
robbed again around 10 
p.m. Wednesday, according 
to Frankfort Police.

Police say the suspect 
approached an employee 
and asked to purchase a 
pack of cigarettes.  

“When the employee 
turned to bend down to get 
the cigarettes out of a stor-
age container the robber 
pushed an object – believed 
to be a knife – against his 
back and forcibly removed 
money from the pockets of 
the … employee,” accord-
ing to a press release.

The suspect fled on foot 
on Lincoln Drive with an 
undetermined amount of 
cash, the press release said.

Police searched the area 
with a K-9 unit, but the sus-
pect – a white male wear-
ing a blue University of 
Kentucky hooded sweat-

shirt, blue jeans and a 
black “beanie” cap – wasn’t 
found, police said.

Cars filled the Swifty 
parking lot Wednesday af-
ternoon, because it had not 
raised its prices to the $3.75 
at other stations.

Frankfort Police say any-
one with information about 
the robbery should call 
875-8523 or anonymously 
use Crime Stoppers at 875-
8648. Crime Stoppers may 
pay up to $1,000 for infor-
mation leading to an arrest 
in this case.

The gas station has been 
the scene of at least two oth-
er robberies. In January two 
Frankfort teens – the gas 
clerk and the accused rob-
ber – allegedly conspired 
together to rob the station. 
In August, a clerk was hit in 
the face with a wrench be-
fore the unknown suspect 
fled the scene. 

Courtney Chesser

see WRECK, A7


