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Kentucky guard Doron Lamb (20) shoots during the Wildcats’ win over Mississippi on Saturday. 

e Centre College
men and women lost to
Rhodes in their final regu-
lar-season games Sunday
at Alumni Gymnasium.

Rhodes rallied to defeat
the Centre women 58-56,
and the Centre men at-
tempted their own rally
but came up short in an
83-74 loss.

Both teams begin play
in the Southern Collegiate
Athletic Conference tour-
naments Friday in Birm-
ingham, Ala.

Women
Rhodes 58, Centre 56

— Centre (21-3, 14-2
Southern Collegiate Ath-
letic  Conference) held a
16-point lead early in the
second half, then went
cold and saw Rhodes (17-
7, 10-5) rally behind furi-
ous second-half shooting.

e Colonels, who had
already clinched their first
SCAC regular-season
championship since 2001,
hit just seven of 24 shots
from the field in the sec-
ond half, while the Lynx
went 15 for 29.

In the final home game
for its eight seniors, Centre
led 47-40 with 9 minutes,
3 seconds remaining and
53-50 with 4:21 left, then
went scoreless for four
minutes while Rhodes
went in front.

“Rhodes shot extremely
well in the second half,
and we shoot poorly,”
Centre coach Wendie
Austin-Robinson said. “I
think we got a little tired in
the second half and really
didn’t find that toughness
to push through like we
had been doing in the past
few games.”

e Colonels’ only
points in the final 4:20
came at the free-throw
line — all in the last 20
seconds. ey went 0 for 3
from the field with three
turnovers.

“We had opportunities
to win; the ball just would-
n’t go our way,” Austin-
Robinson said.

Rhodes took a 54-53
lead with 2:58 to play on a
layup by Sharwill Bell and
went up 57-53 on Bell’s
jumper with 39 seconds
left.

Maggie Prewitt hit two
free throws for Centre at
:20, and the Colonels had
to foul three times before
Rhodes reached the
bonus. Bell hit one free
throw with 3 seconds left
to make it 58-55, and Pre-
witt was fouled with 1 sec-
ond left before she could
get off a 3-point shot.

She made the first free
throw and missed the sec-
ond intentionally, and
Centre’s Lauren Huter was
pulled down by Rhodes’
Mary Barber during the
scramble for the rebound.
e ball was never
touched, so 1 second still
remained on the clock.

However, Rhodes play-
ers argued that Benham,
not Huter, was fouled, and
Benham was sent to the
line. Her first free throw
bounced off the rim and
she then missed the sec-
ond intentionally, but the
Colonels could not come
up with the rebound.

Huter led Centre with
22 points and 12 re-
bounds, going 10 for 14 at
the free-throw line. Pre-
witt had 21 points, seven
rebounds and three steals,
but no other Colonel had

Rhodes
sweeps
Centre

in finales
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LEXINGTON — Terrence
Jones might have been the
only one surprised that it
took him until Saturday to
get his first double-double
this season.

e Kentucky forward
regularly had double-dou-
bles last year when he was
the Southeastern Confer-
ence Freshman of the Year,
and many more were ex-
pected this season when he
was named the Preseason
SEC Player of the Year. How-
ever, his 15-point, 11-re-
bound effort in Saturday’s
win over Mississippi was his
first this season.

“I said earlier this year
that rebounds were going to
be more spread out with
everyone on the team so
long and every guy crashing
the boards with me, Mike
(Kidd-Gilchrist), Anthony
(Davis), Darius (Miller) and
even Marquis (Teague) get-
ting seven rebounds some
games,” Jones said Saturday.
“Last year for me it was more
if I didn’t get it, we might lose
the game. I just think there is
not as much pressure on me
to get it, and I can just box
out who is the best re-
bounder for the other team,
and it’s fine if somebody else
on our team gets the re-
bound.”

Scoring has been the
same way for the Wildcats

(26-1, 12-0 Southeastern
Conference), with different
players leading the team in
scoring in different games.

“My role doesn’t change
from game to game. It’s like
that for everyone when it
comes to scoring,” Jones
said. “Whoever has it going,
it could be their night. It was
Kyle Wiltjer’s night to score
and not Mike’s. Next game it
could be Mike going for 20
(points) and Kyle not scoring
or Anthony could go off for a
big amount. It changes for
everyone every game.”

Guard Doron Lamb says
that is why Kentucky is better
this season than last year’s
Final Four team.

“Last year it would have
really  hurt us if somebody
was in foul trouble or having

an off game,” Lamb said Sat-
urday. “is year if some-
body is off, we have a strong
eight players and it is way
easier on us. We don’t have
to do that much. If we are
having an off game, some-
body will pick it up for us like
Kyle did for AD (Davis
against Mississippi).

“We have a full team, even
if some people don’t think
so. When Kyle comes in and
gives us points and re-
bounds, we are way better
and he did that today. He hit
3-balls he needed, and we
need that from here on. We
never know when Anthony
or anyone else will get in foul
trouble. He might get in foul
trouble in the (NCAA) tour-

Cats say balance makes them better
Players
happy

to share
the wealth
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Kentucky forward Terrence Jones tries to shoot over Mississippi’s Mur-
phy Holloway on Saturday. Jones had his first double-double of the year.
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Dee Bost does not know
Kentucky coach John Cali-
pari personally. However,
the Mississippi State guard
senses why he’s been suc-
cessful bringing talented
player to UK and winning
so many games.

“From what I see, he is a
great coach. He uses play-
ers to their max potential. I
can see why guys want to
play for him. He puts guys
in the pros and lets them
make plays. Who wouldn’t
like that?” Bost said.

Reeling Mississippi
State, which has lost three
straight games to drop to 6-

6 in Southeastern Confer-
ence play, hosts No. 1 Ken-
tucky on Tuesday night.
Bost averages 15.8 points
and 3.3 rebounds per game
and leads the Bulldogs
with 135 assists and 55
steals.

Bost knows many NBA

MSU guard grasps Calipari’s appeal
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LEXINGTON — Anthony
Davis is the nation’s leading
shot-blocker and has already
shattered the single-season
blocked shots record at Ken-
tucky. Yet if Scout.com re-
cruiting national analyst
Evan Daniels is right, Davis
was not even the best shot-
blocker in Rupp Arena on
Saturday when the Wildcats
beat Mississippi.

Instead, it was prep phe-
nom Nerlens Noel, a 6-foot-
10 center from Everett,
Mass., who is ranked as the
nation’s top player in the
2012 recruiting class. 

“I am a huge fan of An-
thony Davis, but Noel is the
best shot-blocker I have
seen since I have bene eval-
uating prospects,” Daniels
said. “Why he is so special,
and what differentiates him
from Davis, is his ability to
block shots with both hands
equally well. Now obviously
it's splitting hairs, as they are
both ridiculous talents, but
Noel has terrific timing, is
quick off his feet and has
similar length.”

Davis is not only a top
candidate for national player
of the year honors, but he’s
also considered the likely
No. 1 pick in the June NBA
draft.

“Where Anthony is better
than Nerlens is on offense
because of the time Anthony
was a guard (before his
growth spurt). He’s more
fluid with the way he runs
and moves,” Daniels said.
“But Noel is gaining confi-
dence. He has developed a
hook. He moves up and
down the floor better now.
He can handle the ball, but
in college playing in the post
is where he will make his
money even as his skills con-
tinue to improve. He’s the
best high school defensive
player in America right now
and the confidence he has

gained on offense is why he’s
No. 1 in our rankings.”

Daniels feels Noel, who
originally was in the 2013 re-
cruiting class, has the poten-
tial to be the No. 1 pick in the
2013 draft. He has already
visited Syracuse, and Provi-
dence, Georgetown, North
Carolina and Florida all re-
main on his college list.

“Based on the conversa-
tions I have had with Ner-
lens, I think he will take all
his visits. I don’t see a deci-
sion in the next couple of
weeks, but he can be hard to
read,” Daniels said. “He’s not
real outgoing. He’s a quiet
kid that is not wrapped up in
all the recruiting hype. I
think at the end of the day
playing style, playing time
and how he relates to the
coach are things that will de-
cide where he goes.”

Question: Do you think
Davis' success could have
influenced his decision to
reclassify?

Daniels: “No, I think Ner-
lens Noel made his decision
to go to the 2012 class be-
cause he felt like he was
ready to go to college and
didn't need another year of
high school ball.”

Question: How would
you describe his game?

Daniels: “Noel is a domi-
nant defensive player. He
changes the game when he's
on the floor because of how

Recruiting analyst says
Noel an even better

shot-blocker than Davis
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