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DEATHS

n Joetta Logan, 80, of
Kelly Ridge Road, died Sat-
urday. Arrangements are
pending at Spurlin Funeral
Home, Lancaster.  

nAnna Mason, formerly
of Danville, died Sunday.
Arrangements are pending
at Stith Funeral Home,
Danville.

n Jere McCumber, 76, of
Stanford, died Sunday.
Arrangements are pending
at Stith Funeral Home,
Danville.

n Stanley Wayne
Stevens, 61, of Parksville,
died today. Arrangements
are pending at Stith Funeral
Home, Danville.

n John Vincent omp-
son, 79, died Sunday.
Arrangements are pending
at Preston-Pruitt Funeral
Home, Danville.

FUNERALS

Mildred Jean Pruitt
1932-2012

Mildred Jean Bullock
Pruitt, 79, of Perryville, died
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2012.  

Born June 10, 1932, in
Rockcastle County, she was
the daughter of  the late Taft
and Dessie McKinney Bul-
lock. She was a retired
seamstress at Palm Beach
Co. and a homemaker. Jean
was a member of Doctor’s
Fork Baptist Church for
more than 40 years.  Her
husband, children and
grandchildren were the
center of her life and she
loved to garden and cook

for them.
Jean was survived by

her husband of 64 years,
J.C. Pruitt, and together
they raised their family of
three children, Jenny
Reynolds and her hus-
band, John, of St. Louis,
Mo., Wesley Pruitt and his
wife, Toni, of Perryville,
and the late William Clif-
ford “Bill” Pruitt and his
wife, Marlene, of Per-
ryville; nine grandchil-
dren, Marty Pruitt, Jason
Pruitt, Bobby Reynolds,
Timothy Reynolds, Eliza-
beth Foushee, Suzanne In-
gram, Mollie Lanham, Ben
Pruitt and the late Rebecca
Reynolds; and 19 great-
grandchildren, J.D., Clara,
Moses, Maria, Max, Seth,
Reagan, Collins, Olivia,
Callen, Zakary, Austen,
Lucas, Ethan, William,
Nikki, Trent, Chase and
Lane.

e funeral will be 11
a.m. Tuesday at Doctors
Fork Baptist Church. Bro.
John D. Lane, the Rev.
Bobby Reynolds and the
Rev. Doug Davis will offici-
ate. Burial will be in Hill-
crest Cemetery.

Pallbearers will be Marty,
Jason, Bobby, Timothy, Ben
and Zakary.

Honorary pallbearers
will be Elizabeth, Suzanne,
Mollie and caregivers Jayne
Lynn, Angela and Teresa.  

Visitation is 4 to 8 p.m.
today at Doctor’s Fork Bap-
tist Church and Tuesday
until time for the service.  

e family requests me-
morials be sent to the
Gideon’s International or
Doctor’s Fork Baptist
Church.  

Stith Funeral Home pro-
vides an online guestbook
at stithfuneralhome.net.

CASEY

Richard Marrapodi
1988-2012

LIBERTY — Richard
Fiore “Podi” Marrapodi, 23,
died Saturday at his home
in Knifley.

Born Oct. 12, 1988, in  Ar-

cadia, Fla., he was the son of
Richard Marrapodi of Kni-
fley and Sharon Brucker
(Stephen) Peyton of
Louisville. 

Other survivors include
his wife, Sonya Marrapodi
of Somerset; his children,
Ian and Sydney Marrapodi;
a stepdaughter, Madison
Bertram; a brother, Michael
Marrapodi; two sisters,
Cheryle Propes and Helena
Propes Johnson; his grand-
parents, Margaret Mar-
rapodi, Daniel and Cheryle
Brucker and Virginia Mc-
Farland.

He was preceded in
death by a son, Jaxon Mar-
rapodi.

Funeral will be 11 a.m.
Tuesday at McKinney-
Brown Funeral  Home.

Visitation is 6-9 p.m.
today.

LINCOLN

Annetta Hodge
1921-2012

STANFORD — Annetta
Viola Hodge, 90, of Stan-
ford, died Friday, Feb. 17,
2012, at her home. 

Born Oct. 17, 1921, in
Judyville, Ind., she was a
daughter of the late William
Clyde and Lucy Drucella
Barwick Auter. She was the
widow of Hulon Hodge. She
was a homemaker and a
member of Bethel Ridge
Methodist Church in Casey
County.

Survivors include her
children, Billy Hodge (spe-
cial friend Myrtle Edwards)
of Somerset, Ky., Allen
Hodge of Monticello, Ind.,
Jerry Hodge of Stanford,

Ky., Elizabeth Trosper of
Stanford, Hazel Mosley of
Somerset, Betty Adams of
Stanford, Nadine Warren
(Ralph) of Somerset, Al-
berta Lawson (Fred) of
Lafayette, Ind., Wilma Har-
ness (Warren) of Danville,
Ind., Mary Slone (Billy) of
Mount Salem, Ky., Sarah
Vangordon (Gary) of Stan-
ford, Josephine West
(Bobby) of Nancy and June
Payton (Chuck) of Middle-
burg, Ky.; two sisters, Violet
Brown of Lafayette, Ind., and
Verna Bartlett of Muncie,
Ind.; 24 grandchildren; 39
great-grandchildren; 33
great-great-grandchildren;
and several nieces and
nephews. She was preceded
in death by a sister, Betty
Overley; and 10 grandchil-
dren.

e funeral service will
be 11 a.m. Monday at
Spurlin Funeral Home by
the Rev. Kevin Pittman.
Burial will be in Bethel
Ridge Cemetery.

MERCER

Calvin Lee Wiley III
1957-2011

HARRODSBURG —
Calvin Lee Wiley III, 54, of
Harrodsburg, died Sunday.

Born Oct. 16, 1957, in
Harrodsburg, he was the
son of the late Calvin Lee
and Lurleen Morris Wiley.
He was an electrician with
National Construction
Workers. He previously was
employed by Horn Electric
of Harrodsburg.

Survivors include an
uncle, Louis “Van” (Car-
olyn) Wiley of Louisville;
two aunts, Nancy (Don)
Catlett of Wash., and Jean C.
Wiley of Lexington; and
many loving cousins. 

Funeral services will be
11 a.m. Friday at Ransdell
Funeral Chapel. Burial will
be in Spring Hill Ceme-
tery.

Memorial contributions
may be sent to Harrodsburg
Christian Church.

w w w . r a n s d e l l f u n e r
alchapel.com.

By BRENDA S. EDWARDS

Contributing writer

Boyle Landmark Trust
will host an open house 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday at Willis Russell
House on East Walnut
Street.   

Information will be
available about Russell,
who opened the first
school in the early 1800s
for black children in
Danville.

Charles Gray of Danville,
who has been researching
the life of Professor John
Bate, will talk about Bate’s
life as an educator. 

Other history and ex-
hibits of the period will be
on display, said Barbara
Hulette, president of the
Landmark Trust, which
owns the Russell House.
Landmark Trust was estab-
lished in 1971 by Cecil
Dulin Wallace.

In 1984, the Willis Rus-
sell Historical Society was
formed by Wallace for the
purpose of renovating the
historic Willis Russell
school property and even-

tually opening the house as
a museum. This was the
first black historical society
in Boyle County. Renova-
tions began in June 1984
with a matching funds
grant of $10,000.

The house looks like it
did when Russell had the
school. It is a two-story log
house with a stone chim-
ney on the west side and
fireplaces on each floor.

“Our mission is to use
the house and reveal his-
tory about Russell and
other early educators, and
to further education,”
Hulette said. “We want to
portray education as it was
in the early 1800s.”

Russell and Bate were
slaves before they became
educated. Russell was a
slave to Lt. Robert Crad-
dock, who served in the
Revolutionary War before
he came to Kentucky.
When Craddock died, his
will included Russell, who
got the land, house, out-
house and additional
acreage along Rolling Fork
River. Craddock also
emancipated all his slaves

and left them land.
Gray has been research-

ing Professor Bate more
than six years. He will tell
Bate’s story during the
open house.

Bate grew up as a slave
on a plantation in
Louisville. He left the plan-
tation when he was nine
years old and began school
at the age of 10. He entered
Berea College in 1873 and
graduated in 1881.

He came to Danville in
1882 at the age of 26 and
established a one-room
school for black children,
according to Gray. 

The classes included
eight grades from 1890 to
early 1900s. The first grad-
uating class was in 1917.

A new two-story build-
ing was constructed in

1912 on the same site.  The
school was enlarged in
1946 and again in 1950. 

The school closed in
1964 when schools were
integrated to include all
students in the district. It
became Bate Middle
School. 

A few years later, the old
school was razed and a
new school was built
nearby. A portrait of Bate is
displayed in the school.

Bate was 85 years old
when he retired in 1943
after teaching 59 years. 

“Bate left a wonderful
legacy in Danville,” Hulette
said. “We hope to do more
educational activities at
the Russell House in May
during National Preserva-
tion Month.”

Willis Russell House event
offers education, history

“Our mission is to use the house and
reveal history about Russell and other
early educators, and to further educa-

tion. We want to portray education as it
was in the early 1800s.”

Landmark Trust President Barbara Hulette

“

“Exhibits, info give glimpse
into early Danville schooling

Artists sought for
summer gallery hop

e Arts Commission of
Danville/Boyle County is
looking for local artists in-
terested in exhibiting at its
next Gallery Hop Stop set
for 5:30-8 p.m. June 7 in
downtown Danville. is
will be the first ursday
evening Hop in the seven
year history of the event.

All Danville and Boyle
County artists, as well as
artists who have Arts
Commission member-
ship, are eligible to exhibit
and sell their work com-
mission free at the Hop.  

Artists who want to ex-

hibit their art and busi-
nesses that want to be Hop
Stop locations can stop by
the Arts Commission of-
fice in the McClure-Bar-
bee House, call (859)
238-0063 or email
arts@betterindanville.co
m to be added to the ros-
ter.

Meetings
Danville/Boyle County

Convention and Visitors
Bureau Board of Direc-
tors — 4 p.m., Tuesday at
Hampton Inn. Items on
the agenda include re-
ports from chairman, ho-
tels/restuaurants and new
and old business.

Appalachia home
to top Kentucky
legislative leaders

FRANKFORT (AP) —
Coal isn’t the only Ap-
palachian resource that
keeps Kentucky heated. Po-
litical leaders raised in the
mountains have been doing
their part for years, stirring
hot debate in Frankfort.

Democratic House
Speaker Greg Stumbo and
Republican Senate Presi-
dent David Williams both
are from small towns in the
federally designated Ap-
palachian region. So are
House Democratic Floor
Leader Rocky Adkins and
Senate Republican Floor
Leader Robert Stivers II.

e list of Appalachia’s
political elite has included
several former governors,
including Bert Combs,
William Fields, Edwin Mor-
row, Paul Patton, Flem
Sampson and Simeon
Willis. It also includes the
former Republican Na-
tional Committee Chair-
man Mike Duncan, who
has been a confidant of five
former presidents, and U.S.
House Appropriations
Committee Chairman Hal
Rogers who has repre-
sented Kentucky’s Ap-
palachian region in
Congress for some 30 years.

Appalachian expert Ron
Eller, a University of Ken-
tucky professor, said he be-
lieves the rise of mountain
politicians to leadership
positions over their peers in
other parts of the state has
to do with the cultural im-
portance of politics in the
region.

“What makes Ap-
palachia different, I think, is
the fact that in the moun-
tains there are very limited
opportunities for men to be
successful, other than the
coal industry or in politics,”
Eller said. “In many cases,
over the years, your most
aspiring energetic men
have used the political sys-
tem as the way to rise to the
top, the way to be successful
in competing in the larger
arena. at’s very typical of
places where economic op-
portunities have produced
limited social opportuni-
ties.”

Despite their shared ge-
ography, these political
powerbrokers often are at
odds among themselves,
battling it out on con-

tentious issues of the day.
Case in point: Patton
stepped forward in Decem-
ber with a plan that he be-
lieves could lift the state’s
Appalachian region out of
an economic and educa-
tional deficit, and it still isn’t
known whether Stumbo,
Williams, Adkins and
Stivers would be able to
push aside their differences
for the good of their region.

Reopening of I-64
span brings cheer
to businesses

NEW ALBANY, Ind. (AP)
— e reopening of the
Sherman Minton Bridge has
business returning to nor-
mal and people cheering
more than five months after
a steel crack prompted its
closing.

Crowds gathered at a
New Albany Waffle House
to cheer workers as the
bridge carrying Interstate 64
traffic over the Ohio River
reopened late Friday more
than a week ahead of sched-
ule, e Courier-Journal re-
ported.

Later, at Keg Liquors on
Market Street in New Al-
bany, manager Charity
Cochran was happy to find
Kentucky driver’s licenses
among those she was
checking to make sure cus-
tomers were old enough to
purchase alcohol. She could
recall seeing only one other
Kentucky license since the
store opened in November.

“I don’t know if it’s the
weather or the bridge, but it
is a lot busier down here this
Saturday than typical Satur-
days,” Cochran said.

Gov. Mitch Daniels or-
dered the closure of the
nearly 50-year-old steel
span connecting New Al-
bany and Louisville, Ky., on
Sept. 9 after an inspection
turned up the crack in a
load-bearing beam. e
bridge had been used by
more than 80,000 vehicles
per day, but traffic diverted
to two other Ohio River
bridges, causing longer
rush-hour delays.

e shutdown slowed
southern Indiana com-
merce near the bridge, af-
fecting hotel bookings,
restaurant meals and other
business. Traffic congestion
and delays became so bad
that universities in both
states reported enrollment
declines.


