
In honor of President’s
Day, meet Jody A. Las-
siter, president and

chief executive officer at
the Danville-Boyle County
Economic Development
Partnership.

Lassiter laughed when
asked to be fea-
tured today,
deferring to a
few other area
“presidents.”

He would
know all the
other presi-
dents in town.
If there is one
thing Lassiter
knows about
Danville and Boyle County,
it is everything.

Lassiter came to the EDP
in 2007. He and his wife of
15 years, Kelley, live in the
Old Bridge community with
their two children, Jacob,

11, and Alana, 9.
Lassiter is a Kentucky

man, born and bred. He
grew up on a farm in Almo
in Calloway County that
was a wedding present to
his parents. e farm had
been part of and was adja-
cent to his grandparents’
farm that went back at least
eight generations — farm-
ing cattle and corn and
meat goats.

By the time Lassiter
came along, farming was by
necessity a part-time job
and many in the family
held jobs at the local Tap-
pan Manufacturing Co. His
mother and her mother
were both teachers who
came from a family of
teachers that included two
headmasters.

Lassiter’s family placed a
tremendous amount of
value on education, he

says.
ey also knew how to

operate and negotiate to
get things done, even if it
took a great deal of time.

“Patience,” Lassiter says.
“I learned that from my
grandparents. It took a lot

of patience and probably 13
years of lobbying but, fi-
nally...”

e family farm was on a
gravel road. Red clay gravel
dust coated everything in
summer and trucks some-
times mired up to the axles

in winter. His grandparents
took him to the courthouse
many, many times over the
years, he says, while they
worked through the system
to get their road paved.

EDP president learned valuable
lessons growing up in Kentucky
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Lisa Johnson, a teacher at Lincoln County Middle School, will fly to Los Angeles on Feb. 29 to compete on the CMT show, “The Singing
Bee.”

By JOANNA KING

jking@amnews.com

If Lisa Johnson brings home
$10,000 for winning CMT’s “e
Singing Bee,” it won’t be the first
time she has been paid to sing.

“I was 3 years old,” Johnson says.
“An older man at church, Highland
Methodist, gave me a silver dollar to
stand up in the front of the church
and sing ‘I’ve Been Redeemed!’ I’ve
been singing ever since.”

Johnson surely has told this story
a thousand times to explain why she
loves singing in front of a crowd, but
she likely will tell it again as the be-
ginning of the story about her trip to

appear on Country Music Televi-
sion’s game show.

ere are a whole bunch of folks
excited to see how the story turns
out.

Johnson, 43, married her high
school sweetheart, Bobby, 25 years
ago and still lives in Lincoln County
where she was born and raised. e
couple have three children, “Little”
Bobby, who at 20 is not so little any-
more; Jarred, 18, and Dusty, 9. But
besides her own children, Johnson
has hundreds of other children in-
terested in the outcome of her TV
appearance. She has taught five
years at Lincoln County Middle
School and at Highland Elementary

School before that. Not only the kids
but also parents, faculty, friends and
neighbors will be keeping tabs on
her adventure from her flight to Los
Angeles on Feb. 29 until the show
airs at a yet unknown time.

All of this interest may take the al-
ready popular show into mega-rat-
ings due to a Lisa Johnson bump.

LCMS music teacher Carlee Cor-
nett may have said it best: “We are
all so proud of her! Everybody is.
e kids at school are so excited be-
cause Mrs. Johnson is going to be fa-
mous!”

e show, which combines

Mercer
crash
claims
driver

STAFF REPORT

SALVISA — A Harrods-
burg man died early Sunday
morning in a single-vehicle
crash on U.S. 127, according
to the Mercer County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Calvin Lee Wiley III, 54,
lost control of his vehicle
near the Family Affair
Restaurant in Salvisa near
Anderson County, Mercer
County Chief Deputy Scott
Elder said this morning. 

Wiley’s vehicle ran off
Louisville Road and into a
concrete culvert. Elder did
not know what type of vehi-
cle Wiley was driving. Ander-
son and Mercer county
officials responded to a
passerby’s 911 call about 3:20
a.m. Sunday. Wiley was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Officials are investigating
the cause of the accident,
which may be alcohol-re-
lated, Elder said.

Obama takes
tougher stance
on higher ed
WASHINGTON (AP) —

Access to college has been
the driving force in federal
higher education policy for
decades. But the Obama ad-
ministration is pushing a
fundamental agenda shift
that aggressively brings a
new question into the de-
bate: What are people getting
for their money?

Students with loans are
graduating on average with
more than $25,000 in debt.
e federal government
pours $140 billion annually
into federal grants and loans.
Unemployment remains
high, yet there are projected
shortages in many industries
with some high-tech compa-See JOHNSON, on A6

Teacher has a knack 
for remembering lyrics

The kids at school are so excited because 
Mrs. Johnson is going to be famous.

Carlee Cornett, Lincoln County Middle School music teacher
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LOTTERY

SATURDAY
EVENING
Pick 3: 1-6-1
Pick 4: 8-5-6-4

Powerball: 23-28-50-56-59
Powerball 5

Cash Ball: 1-6-9-23
Cash Ball 5

Kicker 0-6-3-7-1
5 Card Cash: 

QD, 2D, 7S, QH, 2C

SUNDAY
EVENING
Pick 3: 9-5-1
Pick 4: 2-6-0-0

Driver faces
charges after

car hits building
An attempt to stop an er-

ratic driver early Sunday
morning in Danville ended
with the driver taken into cus-
tody and charged with fleeing
and evading police, resisting
arrest, driving under the influ-
ence and several other traffic
offenses.
About 12:05 a.m., Danville

police officer Mike Ashurst at-
tempted to stop a 1998 Ford
Mustang driven by Earl Bryce
Miller, 20, of Louisville that
was, according to a press re-
lease, “traveling erratic” on
West Walnut Street near the
intersection of College Street.
The vehicle failed to stop for

police but did stop a short while
later when it collided with a
building at 610 Russell St. 
Interim Police Chief Tony

Gray said the building is the for-
mer Yates Transmission location.
The driver then exited the

vehicle and allegedly struggled
with police before being ar-
rested and taken into custody.
Miller, who police said iden-

tified himself as a Centre Col-
lege student, remains in the
Boyle County Detention Center. 

Photo contest
open to students
in middle school
FRANKFORT (AP) — The

Kentucky Energy and Environ-
ment Cabinet is holding its
second annual Earth Day digi-
tal photography contest for
middle school students.
This year’s theme is “Cele-

brating Kentucky’s Forests” in
recognition of the 100th an-
niversary of the Kentucky Divi-
sion of Forestry.
The cabinet will accept en-

tries until April 9. The winner
will receive two nights’ lodg-
ing at any state resort park
with his or her family.
Students may e-mail one

photograph as an attachment
to Kidsphotocontest@ky.gov.

New Lego ‘women’
are insulting
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SEX-CHANGING TREATMENT FOR KIDS ON THE RISE — STORY ON A6

Cats say balance
makes them better
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