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bald | Firefighter recently back to work after double mastectomy
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Department) 11 years ago 
and didn’t know but two peo-
ple … and look at the support 
I have now,” Wooley said, 
pointing to her friends and 
colleagues. 

“This is my fire family.”
Wooley was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in Febru-
ary and started chemothera-
py last week. 

She recently came back to 
work after undergoing a dou-
ble mastectomy in February, 
and Capt. John Redfern said 
he wanted to do something 
to let Wooley know he and 
the other firefighters had her 
back.

With Wooley just begin-
ning her chemotherapy, she 
told Redfern she wanted to 
shave her head, so he sent out 
a few emails earlier this week 
to see if anyone else was will-
ing to go under the razor.  

For many of her col-
leagues, the decision to go 
bald was a no-brainer.

“I wouldn’t think anything 
differently,” said Brad Gold, 
Wooley’s battalion chief. “We 
take good care of our own.”

For some of the guys, it 
was also an excuse to cool 
their heads.

“It’s really nice to do this 
before the summertime,” 
Gold said. 

“Yeah, this wouldn’t be 
nearly as fun in January,” 
Redfern added with a laugh.

Jay Bates, a stylist from Sa-
lon J, provided the free hair-
cuts, and Pic-Pac donated 
hot dogs and hamburgers.

Perhaps her biggest sup-
porter Thursday was Win-
chester firefighter and Wool-
ey’s partner and caregiver, 
Cathy Rigney, who was sec-
ond in line to get her head 

apartment building at 261 
Meadowview Drive. 

Paula Rutledge, executive 
director of the Red Cross in 
Franklin County, said her 
organization placed two 
families in a motel after the 
fire Wednesday night, and 
a third family Thursday 
night.

The Red Cross provides 
fire victims shelter for up to 
three days. Assistance with 
food, clothing and other 
needs is determined on a 

case-by-case basis. 
Rutledge said that al-

though one apartment unit 
was destroyed, the rest sus-
tained little to no damage.

“It really was fortunate 
because it could have been a 
whole lot worse,” she said. 

“We’ve been working with 
the residents, and the land-
lord has been working hard 
to get everyone back to nor-
mal as soon as possible.”

Assistant Fire Chief Eddie 
Slone said several residents 
were in the building when 

the fire broke out around 11 
p.m. Several people left the 
scene before firefighters ar-
rived, he said Thursday.

The building has two 
apartments on each floor, 
including the basement, that 
share a common hallway, 
which allows smoke to carry 
easily throughout the build-
ing, Slone said.

Three people were 
checked for smoke inhala-
tion by EMS at the scene, but 
no injuries were reported.

shaved. 
“We’re Twinkies now,” Ri-

gney said as the two rubbed 
their bald heads together. 

Since Wooley was first di-
agnosed, Rigney said her 
partner has managed to 
maintain a positive attitude. 

Wooley’s cancer was dis-
covered after she went for 
a mammogram in January 
to get a cyst on her shoul-
der checked. A week later, 
the doctors told her she had 
breast cancer and suggested 
a double mastectomy. 

But Wooley and Rigney 
had already made plans to go 
on a cruise that month. They 
still went on the vacation, 
which Wooley nicknamed 
the “Bon Voyage to Boobies” 
cruise, in honor of her im-
pending surgery.

“She’s got such a strong 
attitude,” Rigney said. “She 
says that’s the only thing she 
can be.”

The doctors told Wooley 
the double mastectomy took 
out all the cancer cells, but 
they’re putting her on che-
motherapy as a precaution. 
Wooley said the doctors told 
her that her type of cancer 
tends to reoccur. 

Team Dee

Dee Wooley will participate 
in the Susan G. Komen Race 
for the Cure in Lexington this 
October. To donate to her 
team, go to http://www.
komenlexington.org/ko-
men-race-for-the-cure/do-
nate/ and click “Donate to 
a Participant or Team,” then 
enter Dee’s name or “Team 
Dee.”
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cathy Rigney laughs with her partner, Frankfort Fire Department sgt. Dee Wooley, after both had their heads shaved at the fire sta-
tion on second street thursday. 

the crowd 
applauds 
after j Bates 
shaved 
Frankfort 
Fire Depart-
ment Bat-
talion chief 
Brad Gold’s 
head.
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j Bates shaves Frankfort Fire Department Battalion chief Brad 
Gold’s head.

But if she was worried, 
Wooley didn’t show it Thurs-
day. She beamed as she 
watched firefighter after fire-
fighter go bald.

 “She’s impressive,” Red-
fern said. “This has been 
something that would have 
devastated a lot of people, 
but she’s never lost her up-
beat personality.”
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KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 
(AP) – A U.S. Army helicopter 
crashed in bad weather dur-
ing a night flight in Afghani-
stan, and all four American 
crew members were killed, 
U.S. and Afghan officials 
said today.

The American military 
has confirmed the chop-
per crashed Thursday night 
while responding to a sui-
cide attack on a local police 

checkpoint. A U.S. official in 
Washington confirmed to-
day that four Americans on 
board were killed. 

The military said the 
cause of the crash was not 
known, and no other details 
were immediately available.

The chief of the Garm-
sir district in southern 
Helmand province, Mo-
hammad Qayum Gorbaki, 
said the helicopter was fly-
ing to the scene of a suicide 
bombing in his area when 

it crashed late Thursday be-
cause of bad weather. He had 
no further details about the 
crash.

Gorbaki said four Af-
ghan police officers were 
killed and seven others were 
wounded in the suicide at-
tack on the checkpoint.

Two U.S. defense offi-
cials in Washington said late 
Thursday that four Ameri-
can troops were aboard the 
helicopter, identified as an 
Army Black Hawk. 

Officials: 4 americans die 
in afghan chopper crash
Wreck cause unknown, but weather was bad
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