
THE STATE JOURNAL   ■    FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y   ■    APRIL 20, 2012   ■    PAGE A7

C M Y K C M Y K

ANIMALS | In past, dogs removed from couple’s property have died
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One of a dozen pit bulls stands by its cage at 3387 St. Johns 
Road.

were healthy by Kentucky 
standards.

While Stewart said it 
wasn’t as bad as she expect-
ed, she still didn’t approve of 
the way the animals were liv-
ing.

“They’re not good condi-
tions – I don’t know anybody 
who would let their dogs live 
that way,” she told The State 
Journal Thursday night. “I’ve 
been really concerned about 
the horses … I know what a 
normal horse looks like.”

Stewart said she and other 
Humane Society staff mem-
bers have lost sleep think-
ing about the animals, and 
she said she choked up a few 
times Thursday after com-
ing across a few aggressive 
pit bulls. 

The animals were enough 
to make Melton uneasy as 
well. 

He said the Sheriff’s Office 
is compiling information on 

the Coys and their animals, 
which he’ll give to Sparks to 
determine if there’s enough 
evidence for charges to be 
filed.

In early 2009, the couple 
was charged with 11 counts 
of animal cruelty in the sec-
ond degree, and Sandra Coy 
faced 19 counts of not vacci-

nating her dogs against ra-
bies, after officials raided the 
couple’s home in December 
2008 and seized 11 pit bulls.

According to court docu-
ments, animal control of-
ficers found 60 dogs at the 
Coys’ home, and many were 
malnourished and in poor 
condition. After being re-

moved, three of the 11 dogs 
eventually died.

A jury later found Sandra 
Coy guilty of one count each 
of second-degree animal 
cruelty and failing to vacci-
nate dogs against rabies. She 
paid $350 in fines plus $184 
in court costs.

William Coy, 45, was 
charged with the same of-
fenses but was found not 
guilty by the jury.

Before coming to Frank-
lin County, the Coys faced 
similar charges in LaRue 
County. According to the 
Hardin County News-En-
terprise, they were forced to 
leave the county in August 
2007 after authorities seized 
more than 40 dogs and pup-
pies from their home. Eleven 
of those dogs later died.

The Coys accepted a plea 
agreement with prosecutors 
there and promised to leave 
the county, according to the 
News-Enterprise.

The Coys were also re-

portedly convicted of har-
boring a vicious animal in 
2003 and five counts of al-
lowing dogs to run loose in 
2006 in LaRue County.

The State Journal was un-
able to reach the Coys for 
comment Thursday. A phone 
number listed for them has 
been disconnected. 

For now, Melton says 
there’s not much he can do 
for these animals, since Ken-
tucky law makes it hard to 
prove animal cruelty.

The Animal Defense Le-
gal Fund consistently ranks 
Kentucky as having the na-
tion’s worst animal protec-
tion laws. 

In its 2011 report, the 
ADLF said Kentucky scored 
last for a number of reasons, 
including a lack of a forfei-
ture law for those charged 
with animal cruelty; the fact 
that veterinarians in Ken-
tucky are prohibited from 
reporting suspected animal 
abuse cases and not hav-

ing felony provisions for ex-
treme neglect or abandon-
ment of animals.

“Is it right? It may not 
be,” Melton said of the Coys’ 
treatment of their animals. 
“But it’s not criminal, and 
that’s where Kentucky has 
got to work to strengthen 
their animal laws.

“… There’s not a whole 
lot we can do except moni-
tor the situation, and we are 
going to continue to do that. 
But in order to provide us the 
tools to do our jobs, we need 
some better laws to protect 
our animals.”

Stewart agreed. 
“I think what needs to 

happen now is all those peo-
ple that rallied together to 
try and help these animals 
need to rally together to 
try to change the laws,” she 
said. 

“Because if the laws were 
different, we could have 
done something today.”

toes – paled in comparison 
to House leadership’s dis-
tricts, such as $2,400 per in-
dividual in House Speaker 
Greg Stumbo’s district in 
Floyd County.

Williams, of Burkesville, 
did not ask that his projects 
be restored, Leeper said. 
He talked to Senate Repub-
lican Floor Leader Robert 
Stivers, of Manchester, and 
Sen. Ernie Harris, R-Crest-
wood, about the amendment 
Thursday morning, he said.

“It was out of principle on 
my own, and I know that’s 
hard for you guys to under-
stand, but there are some 
people up here who have 
some principle,” Leeper told 
reporters after the commit-
tee adjourned. 

“What has happened is 
not good for the institution, 
it’s not good for the com-
monwealth, and that was my 
way to try to address it.”

In a statement explaining 
his vetoes Wednesday, Bes-
hear said Williams moved 
the projects “to the front of 
the line” and endangered 
other high-priority projects, 
but Williams countered that 
the legislature had found 
additional money through 
servicing and reconfiguring 
debt interest.

Williams called the vetoes 
unfair and unconstitutional, 

and Leeper agreed. 
“If I was a man of means 

… I would file a lawsuit my-
self because I do not believe 
the governor has the author-
ity to (line-item veto the road 
plan), but I can’t challenge 
it,” Leeper said during the 
committee meeting.

Harris supported the 
move and called Beshear’s 
vetoes a “slap in the face to 
the legislature.”

“To me, it’s not an issue of 
fairness as much as it is the 
legislative independence,” 
Harris said during the meet-
ing. “We are an equal part of 
government, and I believe 
that’s why it’s important to 
pass this amendment.”

But some senators were 
concerned that adding new 
language could prolong a 
special session that costs 
about $60,000 per day and is 
in its fifth day today.

“I’m just hopeful that as 
we wind this down that we 
don’t extend this unneces-
sarily beyond where it’s al-
ready been extended,” Sen. 
Gerald Neal, D-Louisville, 
said during the meeting.

“If this gets into a situ-
ation of playing chicken, 
we’ve seen what the result of 
that is, and the result of that 
is five extra days up here at a 
cost to the taxpayers of over 
$300,000,” Shaughnessy, D-
Louisville, told reporters af-

ter the meeting.
Leeper said if the House 

does not agree to the new 
language, he would rec-
ommend the Senate re-
cede from the amendment, 
which can be defeated 
without killing HB 2.

“I’m not here to keep 
us up here any longer,” he 
said.

Beshear called lawmak-
ers back to Frankfort last 
week after the legislature 
did not pass the Transpor-
tation Cabinet’s operating 
budget at the end of the 60-

day session. He also includ-
ed in his call legislation that 
would combat prescription 
drug abuse.

Williams wanted Bes-
hear to sign the road plan 
before the Senate took 
up the cabinet’s budget, 
but Beshear declined, cit-
ing a right to examine the 
lengthy document that 
contains more than 1,000 
road projects. 

The Senate Judiciary 
Committee was to hear 
House Bill 1, the prescrip-
tion drug abuse bill, today.
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FORT KNOX, Ky. (AP) 
— Rocker Ted Nugent, who 
drew the attention of the 
Secret Service with com-
ments that some perceived 
as a threat against President 
Barack Obama, has been re-
moved from the lineup of a 
concert at Fort Knox.

The News-Enterprise in 
Elizabethtown reports the 
post said Thursday the an-
nual summer concert June 
23 will still feature REO 
Speedwagon and Styx, and 
a replacement may be se-

lected.
Speaking at a National 

Rifle Association meeting in 
St. Louis last weekend, Nu-
gent said of the Obama ad-
ministration: “We need to 
ride into that battlefield and 
chop their heads off in No-
vember.”

He also said he would be 
“dead or in jail by this time 
next year” if Obama is re-
elected.

The Secret Service con-
firmed it is investigating. 

Nugent removed from  
Fort Knox concert lineup


