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By PHIL PRIMACK

It took a while, but in 1969
Congress finally got around to
formally "finding and declari-
ng" the extent and seriousness
of coal miners'

lung. The pass-
age that year of the much-herald- ed

Coal Mine Health
and Safety Act, Title IV of
which called for nationwide
black lung benefit standards,
brought a measure of hope to
the thou sands of disabled coal
miners and surviving depen-
dents of miners in the coun-
try's coalfield.
Applications for benefits

poured into social security of-

fices, filed by people In dire
need of economic relief. But
from those offices something
other than payments is most
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Benefits don't meet hopes

pneumoconiosis---

black
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often being delivered. Statis-
tics reveal a dismal failure to
meet the needs of black lung
victims nationwide; and in
Kentucky the situation is
nothing less than scandalous.

A combination of factors--rangi- ng

from bureaucratic
inflexibility to equipment
shortages- - - has yielded a bit-
ter product for those countless
Individuals whom the black
lung bill aimed to serve. Par-
ticularly for those who happen
to live in Kentucky.

As of last April 27, there
had been 284, 000 black lung
claims filed nationwide. Of
these, 121, 000 resulted in
payments. 120, 000 had been
denied, with 43, 000 still pen-
ding. Put an easier way, less
than half--4-3 per cent to be
precise--o- f all black lung ap

Letcher County, Kentucky, Thursday, Mayo,

IN 'ANGEL CAVE"

These formations, cre-ate- d

by water carrying

minerals through layers

of rock, are among the

beauties to be found in

the Pine Mountain cave

which opens onto Scut-tleho- le

Gap. These

pictures are among those

being shown in promo-

tions of the cave section.

plicants nationwide are now re-

ceiving monthly payments.
That's bad enough in itself.

But look at this state. Here,
32, 195 claims have been filed.
Of these, only 8, 000 have
been allowed, while 19, 000
have been denied. That is,
while roughly 25 per cent
have been granted, a stagger-
ing 59 per cent of those apply-
ing for black lung benefits in
Kentucky have been turned
down.

Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA) here, as well as at
oat tonal headquarters in Ba-
ltimore, Md. , are concerned
about the Kentucky condition.
In fact. The Mountain Eagle
has learned from the Baltimore
office that the SSA has com-
plied a report, presumably to

(Continued on Page 2)
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Mountain caves
draw attention

The Pine Mountain Caves, which have attracted adven-
turous Letcher County youths for several generations, this
week drew wider attention as the result of claims that
rooms in the cave system might rival anything in Mam-
moth Cave, the world's largest.

Stories of a chamber bigger than the Letcher County
courthouse, which covers an entire square, and nearly
400 feet high were told by Dr. Raymond Love, Blackey,
who said he had been exploring the caves for the past
eight months.

Love said the cave chamber is colorful be-

cause of a large amount of "flowstone, created when
water seeping through layers of rock carries out minerals
which then are to create other Love
is calling the cave "angel cave" because of a 30-fo- ot high
formation which resembles an angel. Love said he believes
the cave is only one of many which exist inside Pine Moun-

tain.
He entered the chamber through an entrance on Scuttlehole

Gap in the Cowan section of Letcher County.
Love's presentation of the attractions of the cave to an au-

dience of Letcher County officials and state planners reached
the front page of an Eastern newspaper last week,
and subsequently was picked up by wire services. The result
has been an this week of out-of-to- newspapermen to
look at the "new" cave discoveries.

Scuttlehole Gap caves have been the playground of Cowan
area children for nearly 100 years, however, and when a news- -

(Continued on Page 3)

Miners win suit
By LAURA N EMERSON

Bryant Dixon was 65 when
he retired from the min:s in
1960. He had been a union
miner and dues payer in Per-
ry, Harlan and Letcher Coun-
ties since 1933. Arthritis and
muscle trouble forced him out
of the mines, and! he applied
for his pension from the United
Mine Workers Welfare and Re-

tirement
Before he returned the forms

to Fund headquarters, he was
notified that he was ineligible
for a pension and his hospital
card was taken away. He was
given three years to "make a
case" for himself, but he had
already provided sufficient ev-

idence of his qualifications for
a pension, and he had trusted
the union, so he hadn't kept
back records of his work.

"I stayed with the Union
promptly, honestly, up to the
time I was turned down, " he
says.

Curt Collier was told that his
early days of mining "didn't
count" toward his part of the
pension plan. He had been a
miner for 15 years when he was
crippled in 1939. Although a
mining accident took half of
one leg and left him with no
ankle joints in the other, he
returned to the mines two years
later as a dispatcher. In 1948
he quit mining, suffering from
his disabilities and "smothering
from black lung. " He contin-
ued paying union dues until
1965.

Bids to be taken
Bids will be taken May 21 for

construction of the new West
Whitesburg Elementary School.
The school will be built on the
old fairgrounds site in the urban
renewal area of West Whites-
burg. An advertisement for
rhe bids appears elsewhere in
oday's Mountain Eagle.
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unusually

deposited formations.

Kentucky

influx

Fund.

After giving his health to the
mines, Collier was denied a
pension. He never received a
hospital card.

Before they were turned down,
these men were loyal union
miners. But when they need-
ed support to get their earned
pensions, they found that they
"just didn't have any backing.
(They) had left it all to the
Union leaders. "

(Continued on Page 2)

Rites set today
for Burnett Hogg

Funeral services for Burnett
Hogg, 73, whl be conducted
at 1 o'clock this afternoon at
the Lower Kings Creek school.

Ministers will be Elders Her-
man Caudill, James Wright,
Raymond Collins and I. D.
Back.

Burial will be in the Hogg
Cemetery at K ingscreek.

Mr. Hogg, a community and
political leader in the Kings-cree- k

area, died Tuesday.
He was a former schoolteach-

er and was a farmer and land-
owner.

He was a son of the late Ste-
phen and Larcenia Mitchell
Hogg.

Survivors include 10 child-
ren, Nehemlah Hogg, Balti-
more, Md.; Mrs. Chelsle Rey-
nolds, Mayking; Monroe Hogg,
Whitesburg; Mrs. Lucy Barnum,
Gary, Ind.; Mrs. Georgia

Baltimore, Md. ;

James Harvey Hogg, Roxana;
Willis Lee Hogg, Roxana; Mrs.
Mary Virginia Caudill, Ham-
mond, Ind. ; Ralph Hogg, Day-
ton, Ohio, and Chester Hogg,
Roxana; a brother, Isaac Hogg,
North Vernon, Ind. ; 45 grand-
children and three

Ray Collins Funeral Home had
charge of funeral arrangements.


