
who ever lived.”
Of Zollars’ first three horses,

one couldn’t run at all, one went
through its allowance conditions
and captured a little stakes.

“And the other one earned
about $400,000,” said Zollars,
who races his horses with his
wife Cathy. “… I thought, ‘This
is pretty good. This is better
than I ever projected I’d do.’ ”

He can’t say for sure if the
Trimble brothers are the best
ever, but he has used them ever
since, though only Randy is still
working.

Asmussen’s key assistants,
Scott Blasi and Darren Fleming,
told Zollars that they can tell
which are his horses when they
arrive at the racetrack for the
first time.

“They all have the same pro-
portionality to them, the same
look,” Zollars said.

Asmussen says Daddy Nose
Best, from the first crop of 2007
Florida Derby winner Scat Dad-
dy, “is exactly the horse that
epitomizes what Randy Trimble
and Bob have sought, purchased
and developed.

“They have confidence in
what they see, regardless of
what the purchase price is. …
They give them every chance to
be good, but realize they’re not
going to be at their best mid-
summer in their 2-year-old
year.”

Zollars said he looks for dis-
tance horses who are by young
stallions from established sire
lines, because their progeny cost
less. He targets as sires milers
who had some speed and dams
with distance horses in their
pedigrees.

Daddy Nose Best is out of the
mare Follow Your Bliss, who is
by Derby and Belmont winner
Thunder Gulch and whose
broodmare sire is Preakness
winner Pine Bluff.

Zollars agrees his profession-
al background comes into play.

“In engineering, the dis-
cipline you’re taught, there are
things that work and things that
don’t,” he said. “You start deviat-
ing from that and you can have
disasters.”

After Trimble picks out the
horses, his veterinarian checks
them out, Zollars makes the
sales purchases and the young-
sters go to the Laredo, Texas,
training center run by Asmus-
sen’s parents to get their early
preparation before joining As-
mussen’s stable.

“I think every piece of that
link has been important to us,”
Zollars said. “In engineering,
you want a good team, so I think
I’ve taken that team approach to
racing.”

The Zollars team has resulted
in horses like West Virginia
Derby winner Real Dandy, a
$75,000 purchase; Arkansas
Derby winner Private Emblem
($35,000); Louisiana Derby win-
ner Fifty Stars ($70,000); and
Thiskyhasnolimit ($120,000), a

five-time stakes-winner and
$777,828 career earner.

Daddy Nose Best will be the
Zollars’ third Kentucky Derby
horse. Fifty Stars was ninth in
2001 and Private Emblem 14th in
2002.

Six of Daddy Nose Best’s 10
races have been on grass, “but
we never thought he was a turf
horse,” Zollars said.

After losing two sprints on
the Churchill dirt, the colt was
second and then won 11⁄16-mile
grass races at Saratoga. In fact,
he did so well, that Asmussen
recommended pointing toward
the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf,
in which he finished a close
sixth.

The motivation of running in
the El Camino Real Derby was
the 11⁄8-mile distance, not Golden
Gate Fields’ synthetic surface.

Then Zollars finally got his wish
with Daddy Nose Best returning
to dirt in the $800,000 Sunland
Derby.

Daddy Nose Best — who will
be ridden for the first time by
Garrett Gomez — figures to be
at least 20-1 in a 20-horse field.

“It’s the hardest race in
North America to win, I don’t
care if you have the best horse
on paper,” Zollars said. “So I
don’t know that I have any ex-
pectations, but I think we fit in
those 20.

“There’s only one horse who
has won two races at a mile and
an eighth, and he finished them
going stronger than he started
them. I’m not knocking any
other horses. But that tells me
he should be competitive with
these others.”

ZOLLARS: Bargain hunting to fill race stable
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Whatever is ailing the
Louisville Bats’ offense isn’t
affecting Dioner Navarro.

The catcher continued his
hot streak by powering a 4-2
victory over Indianapolis at
Louisville Slugger Field. The
Bats salvaged a 5-6 homestand
with consecutive wins over
the Indians. During the 11
games, Navarro went 11 for 20
with seven RBIs to push his
batting average to .324. On
Monday, he was 2 for 4 with
two RBIs.

Louisville entered the game
second-to-last in the Interna-
tional League in hitting (.227)
and tied for second-to-last in
runs (58). But so far, Navarro
and Paul Janish (.344) have
been immune to the team-
wide slump. They are the only
Bats players hitting over .257.

Navarro has been going so
well that he picked up a run-
scoring infield hit in the sec-
ond on a slow roller that
stayed fair along the left-field
line. Janish started it all with
a one-out double and Bill Rhi-
nehart walked. A wild pitch
from left-hander Justin Wilson
(1-3) moved the runners over.
Navarro’s RBI hit plated Jan-
ish. Louisville could have had
more, but Wilson struck out
the next two batters to end the
inning.

Navarro got another RBI in
the two-run fourth. Janish and
Rhinehart started it all again
by reaching on walks. Navarro
doubled home Janish and
Chris Valaika added a bases-
loaded sacrifice fly for a 3-0
lead. Like the second, the Bats
couldn’t squeeze out more
runs as Denis Phipps ground-
ed out with runners in scoring
position.

The Bats moved ahead 4-1
in the seventh when Janish
doubled in a run.

Somewhat surprisingly in
the seventh, trailing 4-1, Indi-
anapolis intentionally walked
Rhinehart to load the bases
with one out. The Indians hop-
ing for a double-play versus
switch-hitting Navarro got a
soft pop-fly to left for the sec-
ond out. Pinch-hitter Felix Pe-
rez flied out to end the threat.

Louisville
stranded 12
base-runners.

Right-hander
Chad Reineke
(1-0) turned in
only the fifth
quality start
and third vic-
tory by a Louis-
ville starting
pitcher. He
went six in-
nings, allowing
one unearned

run. In the sixth, Indianapolis
took advantage of a two-base
fielding error by third base-
man Mike Costanzo to allow
leadoff batter Nick Evans to
reach second. Evans scored on
a one-out double by Jordy
Mercer.

Reliever Jordan Smith al-
lowed a run in the ninth, but
with the tying run at the plate
the right-hander induced a
flyout for the game’s final out.

The Bats will hit the road
for 13-game trip starting with
two games at Indianapolis.
They won’t return until May 7
for an eight-game homestand.

Note
Kristopher Negron started

in left field for the first time.
He made a nice sliding grab in
the top of the fourth with two
runners on to end the inning.

LOUISVILLE 4, INDIANAPOLIS 2

Navarro stays
hot at the plate
Has 2 hits, 2 RBIs
in home finale
By Michael Grant
mgrant@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal Havre de Grace, who last year

became the third straight female
to earn Horse of the Year honors,
has been retired with an ankle in-
jury, owner Rick Porter an-
nounced Monday on his website,
www.rockportharbor.com.

Porter said that a little heat
was detected in the 5-year-old
mare’s right front ankle after she
worked early Sunday morning at
Churchill Downs. She was sent to
Rood & Riddle equine clinic in
Lexington to be evaluated by not-
ed equine surgeon Larry Bram-
lage, who detected a torn liga-
ment, according to the medical
report that Porter posted on his
website.

In a phone interview, Porter
said he will sell Havre de Grace
at either Keeneland or Fasig-Tip-
ton’s November sales, because
he’s in the sport to race not to
breed.

“I’m still half in shock over the
whole thing, so I haven’t made up
my mind for sure,” he said, “but I
don’t think I’m going to try to
breed her” in the time that re-
mains in the breeding season.

Bramlage wrote that the prog-

nosis for full recovery was “unfa-
vorable” and recommended re-
tirement.

“She will be fine as a brood-
mare,” Bramlage concluded.

“It’s a sad day for horse rac-
ing, because she was going to put
on a real show this year, I think,”
Porter said. “... The main reason
I’m in this sport is for the fun of
getting a good horse and watch-
ing her race. I had all kind of
races I was dreaming of winning
this summer. But I don’t have any
regrets of bringing her back.”

Havre de Grace follows Ra-
chel Alexandra (2009), who also
won the Woodward, and Zenyatta
last year to earn North American
horse racing’s top honor.

The key to Horse of the Year
was her victory over males in
Saratoga’s Grade I Woodward,
which was followed by an 8¼-
length romp over 3-year-old filly
champion Royal Delta in Bel-
mont’s Grade I Beldame.

She retires with an overall
record of 9-4-2 in 16 starts, earn-
ing $2,586,175.

Havre de Grace was sched-
uled to run in Churchill’s Grade II
La Troienne on next week’s Ken-
tucky Oaks card.

Velazquez heads to Hall
John Velazquez, who last year

won his first Kentucky Derby

with a late pick-up mount in Ani-
mal Kingdom, joins trainers Rog-
er Attfield and the late Robert
Wheel and 2004 Horse of the Year
Ghostzapper as the 2012 class of
inductees for the National Mu-
seum of Racing’s Hall of Fame.

The ceremony will be Aug. 10
in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., at the
Fasig-Tipton sales pavilion.

Ghostzapper, Velazquez, Att-
field and Wheeler were elected in
the contemporary category by
the 183 members of the Hall of
Fame voting panel.

Velazquez has won 4,803
races, including 733 stakes, and
has earned more than $263 mil-
lion in purses. He won the Eclipse
Award for outstanding jockey in
2004 and 2005 and led all North
American riders in earnings dur-
ing those years.

Attfield, already in the Cana-
dian Racing Hall of Fame, has
won 1,731 races, including 369
stakes, and has purse earnings of
more than $88 million.

Wheeler, whose career
spanned from 1938 through 1992,
won 1,336 races and trained for
prominent owners such as C.V.
Whitney, J. Rukin Jelks, Green-
tree Stable, and Nelson Bunker
Hunt.

Jennie Rees contributed to this story.

RACING NOTEBOOK

Havre de Grace retired
after injuring an ankle
Ligament torn
during workout
The Courier-Journal

Bats 4, Indians 2
Indianapolis ab r h bi Louisville ab r h bi
Marte cf 5 1 1 0 Negron lf 4 0 1 0
Hernandez ss 5 0 1 1 Valaika 2b 2 0 0 1
Hague 1b 5 0 1 0 Phipps cf 5 0 1 0
Evans lf 3 1 0 0 Soto 1b 5 1 2 0
Boggs rf 3 0 0 0 Costanzo 3b 4 0 1 0
Mercer 3b 3 0 3 1 Janish ss 3 2 2 1
Morales c 3 0 0 0 Rhinehart rf 1 1 0 0
Friday 2b 3 0 0 0 Navarro c 4 0 2 2
Wilson p 2 0 0 0 Reineke p 2 0 0 0
Moskos p 0 0 0 0 Dorn ph 1 0 1 0
Durham ph 1 0 0 0 Christiani p 0 0 0 0
McCutchen p 0 0 0 0 Perez ph 1 0 0 0
Hughes p 0 0 0 0 Mahay p 0 0 0 0
Fryer ph 1 0 0 0 Smith p 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 2 6 2 Totals 32 3 9 4

Indianapolis........................... 000 001 001-2
Louisville ................................ 010 200 10x-4

E- Boggs, Costanzo. LOB- Indianapolis 10,
Louisville 12. DP- Indianapolis 2. 2B- Mercer (4),
Janish 2 (7), Navarro (2). SF- Valaika.

IP H R ER BB SO
Indianapolis
Wilson (L, 1-3) 5 5 3 3 5 5
Moskos 1 1 0 0 0 0
McCutchen 1 3 1 1 1 0
Hughes 1 1 0 0 0 2
Louisville
Reineke (W, 1-0) 6 4 1 0 3 4
Christiani (H, 1) 1 0 0 0 0 1
Mahay (H, 1) 1 0 0 0 2 2
Smith (S, 1) 1 2 1 1 0 1

HBP- Negron (by Wilson). IBB- Friday (by
Reineke), Rhinehart (by McCutchen). WP- Wilson,
Smith. PB-Player (x). T-2:39. A-5,941

UP NEXT
Who: Indian-
apolis
Where:
Victory Field
When: To-
night 7:05

bats than we did last time. I
think we will.”

General admission to the
game is $5 and all chairback
seats are sold out. Tickets can
be purchased at the stadium box
office when gates open at 4 p.m.
(The game will not be televised,
but is available online at
www.UofLsports.com.)

Bothteamswillgowithapair
of relievers for the midweek
start. Sophomore Chad Green
(2-0) has appeared in 15 games
forU of Landhasa1.99ERAbut
will be making his first start
against UK. Freshman Sam Ma-
har (3-1) will make just his sec-
ond start this season, but the
southpaw has a 1.71 ERA
through 14 appearances.

Truthfully, the Cards and
Cats do have bigger goals in
mind that has little to do with
beating their rival. For starters
they’re both locked in tight con-
ference title races.

U of L, ranked No. 23 in the
ESPN/USA Today coaches’ poll,
took two of three against Big
East leader South Florida last
weekend and trails the Bulls, St.
John’s and Connecticut by a
game in the standings. UK took
two of three from West Division
leader Louisiana State over the
weekend and owns the best
Southeastern Conference rec-
ord by a game over the Tigers.

But it’s also true that the ri-
valry game makes everyone
want to play at a higher level.

“This team is really good at
preparing, coming into that
first game focus may have been
a little bit higher and it definite-
ly paid off,” said U of L left
fielder Cole Sturgeon.

In the first meeting, the
Cards jumped out to a 5-0 lead
after three innings and cruised.

Three pitchers held the Cats —
who lead the SEC in nearly ev-
ery major offensive category —
to four hits.

Henderson said the Cats
played so poorly in the first
meeting because they may have
been a little too anxious.

“I don’t know, I guess if I
really knew, we wouldn’t have
done it the way that we did,”
Henderson said. “But we were
probably a little excited and we
have a chance to get that out of
our system and show up.”

U of L scored an earned run
off four UK pitchers who com-
pleted at least one inning. The
Cards haven’t had much of a
problem playing from ahead,
but second baseman Nick Ra-
tajczak said they had to learn to
play a complete game.

McDonnell has previously
mentioned one goal he had for
the team was to become better
at rallying from behind. It did
that in a 6-5 win over South Flor-
ida on Friday after losing a two-
run lead in the eighth inning
only to rally in the ninth.

“We really can play from be-
hind. We just have to be consis-
tent, move runners and do the
little things,” said Ratajczak, a
junior-college transfer. “No
matter what the score is, we can
come back because we have a
great team.”

UK center fielder Austin
Cousino said the Cats had to re-
turn to what has made them con-
sistent all season in the re-
match.

“In the end, it’s just baseball;
it’s still a person on the mound
throwing that white thing at you
— nothing changes,” Cousino
said. “I think if we just go in
there a little bit humbled, a little
bit with chip on our shoulder
like we always have, I think
we’ll be just fine.”

REMATCH: UK visits U of L
Continued from Page C1

» Family ties: Sire Scat
Daddy won the 2007 Florida
Derby before finishing 18th in
the Kentucky Derby, which
proved to be his last race. Dad-
dy Nose Best’s dam, Follow
Your Bliss, is a daughter of 1995
Derby and Belmont winner
Thunder Gulch.

» How he got here: Daddy
Nose Best was beaten in two
sprint stakes to start his career,
then was put on the grass in
order to get the longer dis-
tances. He finished a close sixth
in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile
Turf. He won his last two races,
both at 11⁄8 miles: the Grade III El
Camino Real Derby on synthetic
and the $800,000, Grade III
Sunland Derby.

» Running style: He is a
closer who can be within sever-
al lengths of the lead if the
pace is slow. In his four wins, he
was no worse than third with
an eighth-mile to go. The pro-
jected hot pace with Bodemeis-
ter, Hansen and Trinniberg will
work in his favor.

» Trainer: Steve Asmussen.
» Owners: Cathy and Bob

Zollars live in Dallas, where Bob
is president of Huitt-Zollars, a
prominent engineering firm.
Cathy, who names all their
horses, holds a doctorate in

education.
» Jockey: Garrett Gomez

picked up the mount for the
Derby. Regular rider Julien
Leparoux will be riding Union
Rags, and Mike Smith opted
instead for Arkansas Derby
winner Bodemeister. Gomez
has won 12 Breeders’ Cup races,
including the 2010 Classic on
Blame, but is seeking his first
Triple Crown victory.

» What they say: “He’s
very attentive, likes to look
around a lot. You don’t have
bad days with him,” assistant
trainer Scott Blasi said.

» Favorite treat: Apple
treats snacks — which are bite-
size nuggets with ingredients
including apple, oatmeal, mo-
lasses and vitamins.

» Barn notes: Daddy Nose
Best is a bay with three short
white socks and a dollop of
white on his forehead. He has a
long bushy tail that he likes to
kick at with both hind legs
when he’s schooling in the
paddock. “He has this crazy
mane that we’ve had to tame,”
Blasi says. “He has bad hair days
every now and then, but we’ve
spent a lot of time braiding his
mane.”

— Jennie Rees

MANE CHARACTER DADDY NOSE BEST

Daddy Nose Best, a candidate for the Kentucky Derby, grazes on
the Churchill Downs backside BILL LUSTER/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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