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About 279 pounds of co-
caine, more than 234,000
prescription pills, nearly
33 pounds of heroin and 57
pounds of methamphet-
amine were taken off the
street last year, all much
more than what had been
seized in 2010.

“It’s phenomenal for
them to produce what they
did in 2011,” Harper said.

And with arrests such as
those of Jackson and Good-
man in February, com-
manders say narcotics de-
tectives are on pace to ex-
ceed their 2011 numbers
this year.

In just the first three
months of 2012, the unit
seized almost more than 72
pounds of cocaine and al-
most 22 pounds of heroin
from the streets, while also
making 387 felony arrests.

Louisville’s narcotics

officers have also seized 64
guns and more than $1.1
million, executing 84
search warrants.

Thinking long term
The unit’s restructuring

accounts for much of the
success in the past 16
months, commanders said.

“We’re more proactive
instead of reactive,” said
Lt. Rich Pearson, a supervi-
sor in the unit. “We’re mak-
ing our cases more long
term, and we’re being more
patient with our cases.”

Where the unit had been
known for routinely going
out and arresting corner
drug dealers, now detec-
tives are targeting the big-
ger dealers and suppliers.

That can require pa-
tience. Detectives may
have to spend days, weeks
and sometimes even
months tracking tips, con-
ducting surveillance and

gathering information be-
fore an arrest.

“They are not looking at
one step on the ladder, they
are looking 10 steps on the
ladder,” Harper said.

All drug-related com-
plaints that come into
LMPD now get screened by
narcotics officers.

Those complaints may
be worked by detectives in
the unit, or they might be
given to officers and detec-
tives in the divisions.
Sometimes division detec-
tives and narcotics officers
work together in special
details.

Harper said he believes
much of the crime that hap-
pens in Louisville can be
connected to drugs in some
way.

Narcotics detectives
concentrate on major traf-
ficking and distribution
cases, but they often find
themselves assisting in

other investigations as
well, from homicides to
burglaries because drugs
are involved or the case
may lead to a drug bust.

That cooperation, which
Harper and Pearson say
has increased in recent
months, is making it possi-
ble to find more drug deal-
ers as beat officers and de-
tectives share more infor-
mation.

“Narcotics impacts all
aspects of quality of life
from street crime to vio-
lence,” Harper said.

He said his officers
don’t just stop at the drug
angle. Many times, they
may work burglaries or
other types of crime as a
means of getting to drugs.

Seizing guns
One of the major suc-

cesses of the Narcotics
Unit in the past several
months is how many guns

have been pulled from
Louisville streets as a re-
sult of narcotics investiga-
tions, Harper said.

In 2011, narcotics detec-
tives found 309 firearms
during their investiga-
tions, up from the 112
seized in 2010. In the first
three months of this year,
officers discovered 64 fire-
arms.

Harper said he is
pleased that his officers
have so been able to re-
move so many weapons
from the streets.

Some of the additional
personnel brought into the
unit last year were as-
signed to a violent-crime
unit, charged with connect-
ing drug crimes to violent
crimes.

“Violence and drugs run
hand in hand,” said Lt. Col.
Kenton Buckner, an assis-
tant chief.

Buckner said he

couldn’t be happier with
the results coming out of
the unit. He said he be-
lieves the unit has a team
that works well together,
filled with veteran officers
who run undercover and in-
depth operations.

Detectives have melded
the goals of catching cor-
ner dealers while also go-
ing after the supply, he
said.

Pearson said the num-
bers of drugs seized should
not indicate a growing
problem in Louisville, but
rather that officers are
having more success
catching larger operators.

“Now they know we’re
coming for them,” Pearson
said. “We’ve really stepped
up our game. Once you
start doing that, it’s like a
snowball effect.”

Reporter Jessie Halladay can
be reached at (502) 582-4081.
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tant Commonwealth’s At-
torney Tom Van De Ros-
tyne.

“Tom is one of the best
and certainly bravest pros-
ecutors on our staff,” Sten-
gel said, noting that prose-
cutors often have to make
deals with potentially dan-
gerous people to get con-
victions. “He has done ab-
solutely nothing wrong,
and I have never consid-
ered asking for his resig-
nation.”

And Stengel said he will
not call in a special prose-
cutor for the Mallory case,
as requested by the family
of Gregory Holt, an eighth-
grader at Farnsley Middle
School who died of gunshot
wounds in the head April 11
after three men forced
their way into his family's
Clover Street apartment.

“We are going to prose-
cute Mallory,” Stengel
said, alleging: “He broke
our rules. He broke the
agreement by which he
was to be released.”

He allegedly murdered
someone “in my jurisdic-
tion,” Stengel added, “and
I will prosecute that.”

Mallory, Anthony Ho-
gan Jr. and Cannon C. Pen-
dergrass each are charged
with murder and first-de-
gree burglary in Gregory's

death. Pendergrass was
booked into Metro Correc-
tions on Monday after be-
ing sought for several
days. Mallory and Hogan
have pleaded not guilty.
Pendergrass has not yet
been arraigned.

Mallory was released
reluctantly by Judge Mc-
Kay Chauvin two months
earlier after promising to
give prosecutors evidence
against several defen-
dants. He has since denied
that offer.

In an unusual twist
Monday, the victim’s fam-
ily held a news conference
to proclaim that a judge in
a different case had
agreed with them that
prosecutors erred in seek-
ing Mallory’s freedom.

Teri Tharpe, a cousin of
Gregory, said that Jeffer-
son Circuit Judge Charles
Cunningham’s “bomb-
shell” order showed that at
least one judge agreed that
prosecutors “totally and
completely mishandled”
Mallory’s release.

In his order Friday,
Cunningham said that Mal-
lory’s release “looked hor-

rible in hindsight,” and he
suggested that the prose-
cution had “arranged” for
an attorney to be assigned
to Mallory to aid in his re-
lease.

But in an interview
Monday, Cunningham said
that while he feels for
Gregory’s family, they are
“misconstruing what I said
and taking it out of con-
text.”

The judge said he was
not being critical of Van
De Rostyne or making any
sweeping statements
about the handling of the
case, but was just using
Mallory to show the prose-
cution was being inconsis-
tent in its argument in a
case before him.

In his order Friday,
Cunningham accused the
commonwealth’s attor-
ney’s office of contacting
multiple media outlets be-
fore a recent hearing in
which it argued Cunning-
ham was wrong in releas-
ing Michael Todd Settles
on shock probation from
his nine-year prison sen-
tence, saying the judge
took too long to make the
decision.

In the order upholding
his decision to release Set-
tles, Cunningham said
prosecutors then held a
press conference after the
hearing in which the “sob-

bing victim” of Settles’ at-
tempted rape was inter-
viewed by the media. The
press conference, he said,
made prosecutors look
“petulant and peevish.”

“Presumably, the tacit
(but not terribly subtle) ar-
gument of the common-
wealth is that the under-
signed risks political re-
jection and personal scorn
if he rules against the
prosecution,” Cunningham
wrote. “The question thus
posed is: should a judge de-
cide an issue contrary to
the law and facts of a case
simply because it is not
popular to do so? … This
court cannot and will not
succumb to such pres-
sure.”

Cunningham then refer-
enced the Mallory case,
noting that while Mallory
had a “long and tortured
path” to his release on
shock probation, prosecu-
tors never suggested it
was too long. Nor did they
hold a press conference,
he said.

He went on to “implore”
the commonwealth to “re-
nounce such tactics. They
simply won’t persuade any
member of the Jefferson
Circuit Court to ignore his
or her oath of office.”

Harry Rothgerber, a
first assistant with the
commonwealth’s attor-

ney’s office, said Monday
that he didn’t believe it
was appropriate for Cun-
ningham to discuss Mallo-
ry’s case in an unrelated
opinion, as “it could jeopar-
dize Mallory’s right to a
fair trial.”

“He is discussing the
Mallory case before Mallo-
ry is indicted,” Rothgerber
said, adding that he felt
Cunningham had taken the
appeal of his shock order
personally, instead of pro-
fessionally.

Cunningham bristled at
that suggestion.

“I find it baffling that
now they don’t like the
media spotlight,” he said.
“... People who live in a
very glassy house should
not be throwing rocks.”

Rothgerber said his of-
fice did not call a press
conference in the Settles
case but notified the media
of “a matter of interest
with a sex offender being
potentially released” —
and reporters followed the
prosecutor into the hall af-
ter a hearing and began
asking questions.

Cunningham said the
wording of his order
makes no judgment on the
guilt or innocence of Mal-
lory.

Reporter Jason Riley can be
reached (502) 584-2197.

Teri Tharpe, back to camera, a cousin of murder victim Gregory Holt, tells reporters Monday that a judge in another case agreed with her family that
prosecutors mishandled the release of James Mallory. But the judge said his comments were misconstrued. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

MALLORY: Prosecutor’s office, judge in separate case spar
Continued from Page A1 ON THE WEB

Read related stories through
links in the online version of
this story at www.courier-
journal.com

of Americans could be
cut.

If the Social Security
and Medicare funds are
ever exhausted, the na-
tion’s two biggest benefit
programs would collect
only enough money in
payroll taxes to pay par-
tial benefits. Social Secu-
rity could cover about 75
percent of benefits, the
trustees said in their an-
nual report. Medicare’s
giant hospital fund could
pay 87 percent of costs.

“Lawmakers should
not delay addressing the
long-run financial chal-
lenges facing Social Se-
curity and Medicare,”
the trustees wrote. “If
they take action sooner
rather than later, more
options and more time
will be available to phase
in changes so that the
public has adequate time
to prepare.”

The trustees project
thatSocialSecuritybene-
fits will increase next
year, though the increase
could be small. They pro-
ject a cost-of-living ad-
justment of 1.8 percent
for 2013; the actual
amount won’t be known
until October.

Beneficiaries got a 3.6
percent increase this
year, the first after two
years without one.

More than 56 million
retirees, disabled work-
ers, spouses and children
receive Social Security.
The average retirement
benefit is $1,232 a month;
theaveragemonthlyben-
efit for disabled workers
is $1,111.

About 50 million peo-
ple are covered by Medi-
care, the medical insur-
ance program for older
Americans.

America’s aging pop-
ulation — bolstered by
millions of retiring baby
boomers — is straining
both Social Security and
Medicare. Potential op-
tions to reduce Social Se-
curity costs include rais-
ing the full retirement
age, which already is be-
ing gradually increased
to 67; reducing annual
benefit increases; and
limiting benefits for
wealthier Americans.

Policymakers could
also increase the amount
of wages that are subject
to Social Security taxes.
Social Security is fi-
nanced by a 6.2 percent
tax on the first $110,100 in
workers’ wages; it’s paid
by both employers and
workers. Congress tem-
porarily reduced the tax
on workers to 4.2 percent
for 2011 and 2012, though
the program’s finances
are being made whole
through increased gov-
ernment borrowing.

TheMedicaretaxrate
is 1.45 percent on all
wages, paid by both em-
ployees and workers.

FUND:
Social
Security
at risk
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WASHINGTON — The Se-
cret Service prostitution
scandal grew Monday to in-
clude a 12th member of the
U.S. military as the Penta-
gon suspended the security
clearances of all the mili-
tary personnel who have
been implicated. The Se-
cret Service has also taken
action against 12 of its em-
ployees.

Three Defense Depart-
ment officials said the 12th
military person involved
was in Colombia in advance

of President Barack Oba-
ma’s arrival for the Sum-
mit of the Americas and
was assigned to the White
House Communications
Agency, a military unit that
provides secure communi-
cations for the president.
The officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the investigation is
ongoing, said he is an en-
listed man. One of the offi-
cials said the implicated
man is in the Army.

Another of the officials
said the soldier has been re-
lieved of his duties at the
White House.

Meanwhile, the White
House still faced fire be-
cause of the prostitution
scandal. Led by its top law-
yer, the White House inter-
nally investigated and then
ruled out misconduct by
the White House staff
members who helped ar-
range the president’s trip
ahead of his arrival in Col-
ombia. Obama’s press sec-
retary, Jay Carney, sought
to make clear that the
“White House Communica-
tions Agency,” which has
now been implicated by the
widening scandal, is a mil-
itary unit and not a White

House one.
“These are military per-

sonnel, staffed by the mili-
tary; they are not members
of the White House staff;
they are not chosen by the
White House senior staff,”
Carney said.

Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta said the Pentagon
has suspended the security
clearances of the dozen
military members under
investigation in the scan-
dal. The Secret Service had
previously revoked the
top-secret clearances for
the officers involved.

Six Secret Service em-

ployees, including two su-
pervisors, have been
forced out of the agency
amid the scandal that
erupted the morning of
April12, when a fight about
payment between a Colom-
bian prostitute and a Secret
Service officer spilled into
the hallway of the Hotel Ca-
ribe. The employees were
part of Obama’s advance
security team in Cartage-
na. One officer was cleared
of serious wrongdoing but
will face administrative ac-
tion, the agency said Fri-
day. The remaining five
have been suspended.

12th from military linked to prostitution scandal
By Robert Burns
Associated Press
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