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FROM WIRE DISPATCHES

CHICAGO
Hudson weeps at trial
for murder of family

Oscar-winner Jennifer
Hudson broke down in tears
Monday while testifying at the
trial of the man accused of kill-
ing her mother, brother and 7-
year-old nephew in a jealous
rage four years ago.

During Hudson’s brief but
emotional testimony, she told
jurors her family didn’t want
her sister to marry William
Balfour, who has pleaded not
guilty to three counts of first-
degree murder in the slayings.

TULSA, OKLA.
Death investigated
after molesting report

Oklahoma authorities are
investigating whether the ex-
ecutive director of an interna-
tional Christian ministry
killed himself amid allega-
tions he’d molested a 10-year-
old girl, police said Monday.

Tom White had been re-
ported missing last Tuesday,
the same day police in Bartles-
ville, Okla., received a report
about the alleged molestation,
said Bartlesville Police Capt.
Jay Hastings. White was exec-
utive director for the Voice of
the Martyrs, a nonprofit that
says it provides medical sup-
plies, food and clothing to per-
secutedChristiansworldwide.

Police found the 64-year-
old’s body Wednesday at the
organization’s headquarters
in Bartlesville. Employees
found a letter in White’s vehi-
cle indicating he was “suicidal
or possibly fleeing to avoid in-
vestigation,” Hastings said.

DETROIT
Mayor: Cut 2,500 jobs,
$250M from budget

Detroit Mayor Dave Bing
on Monday laid out a budget
proposal that would cut more
than 2,500 jobs and shave
$250 million in annual ex-
penses after the financially
struggling city agreed to state
oversight aimed at fixing a
deficit and long-term debt.

Chief Operating Officer
Chris Brown told City Council
members the layoffs would be
in addition to 1,000 job cuts
Bing sought earlier. He said
the city’s general fund reve-
nues will decrease from
$820.5 million to $739 million.

Bing’s executive budget
proposal also calls for priva-
tizing the city’s bus system
and transferring its lighting
department and airport to an
independent authority. It also
calls for eliminating depart-
ments, including workforce
development and health and
human services, and creating
an authority to run them.

NEW YORK
Associate: bin Laden
sought economic ruin

A British man who trained
to be a shoe-bomber a decade
ago says Osama bin Laden told
him after Sept. 11 that he
hoped a follow-up terrorism
attack would ruin the aviation
industry and collapse the
American economy.

The videotaped testimony
played Monday came from
Saajid Badat, convicted in a
2001plot to down an American
Airlines flight from Paris to
Miami with explosives hidden
in his shoes. He was testifying
at the federal trial of a man ac-
cused in a 2009 plot against
New York’s subways.

SALT LAKE CITY
Officials: Deadly trap
intended for humans

A deadly booby trap rigged
along a popular Utah trail
could have killed anyone who
had tripped a ground wire set
up to send a 20-pound, spiked
boulder swinging into an un-
suspecting hiker, authorities
said Monday.

Another trap was designed
to trip a passer-by into a bed of
sharpened wooden stakes, au-
thorities said.

Two men arrested over the
weekend on suspicion of mis-
demeanor reckless endanger-
ment told authorities the traps
were intended for wildlife, but
investigators didn’t believe
the story, Utah County sher-
iff’s Sgt. Spencer Cannon said.

Read the latest news online at
courier-journal.com/nationworld

TODAY IN 1953
British statesman Winston Churchill
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth II.

ORLANDO, Fla. — The neighbor-
hoodwatchvolunteerwhokilledan
unarmed black teenager has post-
ed bail and gone into hiding, al-
though law enforcement officials
can track him at all times.

George Zimmerman, who left
jail on $150,000 bail in the early
morning darkness, went into hid-
ing Monday and likely fled to an-
other state to avoid threats as he
awaits his second-degree murder
trial for the shooting of Trayvon
Martin.

Even though authorities can
pinpointhislocationwithaGPSan-
kle bracelet Zimmerman must
wear at all times, the public might
not see him again for some time.

Zimmerman has waived his ap-
pearance at his upcoming arraign-
mentnextmonth,sohecanstayun-
derground if he wants.

Zimmerman already has expe-
rience laying low: For more than a
month before his arrest, he eluded
the media, and his whereabouts
were not known.

His attorney had suggested he
hadseveraloptionsforwhereZim-
merman could stay this time, and a
judge indicated he was willing to
let Zimmerman leave the state.

Until the next time he must
come before a judge, Zimmerman
will have to skip such routine plea-
sures as eating in a restaurant or
taking a long stroll outside, said
Jose Baez, a former attorney for
Casey Anthony. Acquitted last
summer of killing her 2-year-old

daughter, Anthony went into hid-
ing after her release from jail.

“He may be free, but he’s not
free,” Baez said.

Early indications suggest it will
be tough for Zimmerman to resist
using the Internet. After a judge
agreed to release him on bond, a
statement placed on his website
said:“GZhopestobeabletoupdate
the site in the next day or two, God
willing. He sends his thanks for
your thoughts and support.”

Whatever means he uses to
hide, it could get expensive.

Zimmerman has limited re-
sources.Hewasworkingatamort-
gage risk-management firm but
stopped working there after the
confrontationwithMartinbecause
of the public attention. His wife,
Shellie, is in nursing school and
doesn’t work.

His attorney, Mark O’Mara, did
not return phone calls Monday but
hasruledoutZimmerman’sgetting

a job while he is out on bail. And
O’Mara wrote in court papers that
Zimmerman “has no significant fi-
nancial assets or savings.”

His release from jail came less
than a day before the Sanford City
Commission rejected by a 3-2 vote
Monday the resignation of Police
Chief Bill Lee, who was roundly
criticized for not initially charging
Zimmerman.

Lee, who is on paid leave from
his post , had stepped aside tempo-
rarilyinMarchtoletemotionscool
in the case, which had sparked na-
tionwideprotests.Nottoolongago,
the commissioners gave him a “no
confidence vote” that city Man-
ager Norton Bonaparte said still
stands. The shooting also led to the
local prosecutor’s recusing him-
self from the case and Florida Gov.
Rick Scott’s appointing of special
prosecutor Angela Corey, who
eventuallychargedZimmermanin
the Feb. 26 shooting.

Zimmerman released on bail
He’s in hiding, possibly outside Fla., as he
awaits high-profile 2nd-degree murder trial
By Mike Schneider
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Under pres-
sure to stop the Syrian govern-
ment’s deadly crackdown, Presi-
dent Barack Obama on Monday
levied new sanctions on people
and entities in Syria and Iran
that use technology to target
their citizens and perpetrate hu-
man rights abuses.

Obama’s announcement un-
derscored the degree to which
technology, from cellphones to
social media, has fueled popular
uprisings in countries through-
out the Arab world while giving
autocratic regimes new ways to
track dissidents and suppress
political dissent.

“These technologies should
be in place to empower citizens,
not to repress them,” Obama
said as he announced the sanc-

tions during a solemn speech at
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington.

Surrounded by the haunting
memories of the Holocaust, Oba-
ma spoke broadly about the in-
ternational community’s obliga-
tion to prevent the “madness” of
mass killings. He issued a sharp
warning to governments that
launch violent crackdowns: “Na-
tional sovereignty is never a li-
cense to slaughter your people.”

The executive order Obama
signed authorizing the sanctions
contends the Syrian and Iranian
governments have rapidly in-
creased their capabilities to dis-
rupt, monitor and track commu-
nications networks that are es-
sential for their citizens to en-
gage with each other and the
outside world.

The new penalties target enti-
ties and individuals within Iran
and Syria. The sanctions restrict
financial assets and bar those af-
filiated with the penalized enti-
ties from entering the U.S.

New sanctions
target Iran, Syria
Technology aiding
foreign crackdowns
By Julie Pace
Associated Press

President Barack Obama and Nobel Peace Prize laureate and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel turn to leave Monday after lighting candles in the Hall
of Remembrance as they tour the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. CAROLYN KASTER/AP

KABUL, Afghanistan — A new
strategic partnership that com-
mits the U.S. to defend Afghani-
stan militarily for 10 years after
most foreign forces leave in 2014
is intended to signal that the U.S.
will not tolerate a resurgent al-
Qaida or attacks launched by mil-
itants from neighboring Pakistan.

The agreement, parts of which
werereadaloudMondayintheAf-
ghanparliament, isbigonsymbol-
ism but light on substance. It
leaves out specifics, including
how much funding the U.S. will

provide to support Afghan securi-
ty forces or how many U.S. troops
will stay on after the withdrawal
deadline.

Afghanistan, for its part, in-
sisted on approving any Ameri-
can military operations after 2014
and barred the U.S. from using its
soil toattackothercountries, such
as neighboring Pakistan, where
theTaliban,al-Qaidaandal-Qaida-
linked militants all have staging
bases.

“In the end, of course, the U.S.
and allied interests differ from
those of most Afghans,” said An-
drew Exum, a senior fellow at the
Center for a New American Secu-
rity, a Washington think tank.
“The United States is most con-
cerned with dismantling al-Qaida,
while Afghans are most con-

cerned with what infrastructure
and financing the United States
and its allies will provide beyond
2014.”

After 10 years of U.S.-led war,
insurgents linked to the Taliban
and al-Qaida remain a threat and
as recently as a week ago
launched a large-scale attack on
the capital, Kabul, and three other
cities. Both groups operate from
within Afghanistan, as well as
from across the border in Paki-
stan.

It took 18 months of painstak-
ing and often tense negotiations to
hammer out the accord, which
was reached Sunday and lays out
for the first time the relationship
the U.S. will have with Afghani-
stan once the majority of U.S.
troops have gone home. It builds

on hard-won understandings
reached recently on the contro-
versial issues of control over de-
tainees and the conduct of night
raids by U.S. special forces.

Exum said President Barack
Obama’s administration had
hoped to have the agreement fi-
nalized last summer, but Afghan
leaders — notably President Ha-
mid Karzai — were reluctant to
agree to a continued U.S. military
presence beyond 2014.

“The United States and the
government of Afghanistan were
able to find enough common
ground to get an agreement on
tough issues such as detainees,
basing rights and the so-called
night raids. This is a real diplo-
matic achievement for theObama
administration,” Exum said.

U.S.-Afghan military pact sends al-Qaida warning
Some forces could
stay through 2024
By Patrick Quinn
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Two days ago,
crowds in the central Syrian city
of Hama welcomed a United Na-
tions team sent in to observe a
shaky truce. On Monday, govern-
ment troops opened fire on the
same streets, killing dozens, activ-
istssaid,andraisingfearstheregi-
meistargetingopponentsembold-
ened to protest by the U.N. moni-
tors.

President Barack Obama and
European countries announced
new sanctions against Damascus,
and the U.N.’s political chief said
the Syrian government has failed
to implement the peace plan de-
signed to end 13 months of deadly
conflict that has killed more than
9,000 people.

Thenewbloodshed—theworst
violence in Hama in months —
came despite the cease-fire that

was set to go into effect April 12.
Skepticismaboutthecommitment
to the truce by Syrian President
Bashar Assad remains high
amongtheregime’sopponentsand
some of the peace plan’s key back-
ers, including the United States.

U.N.politicalchiefB.LynnPas-
coe told the Security Council that
the Syrian government is still us-
ing heavy weapons against its peo-
ple and that it has failed to imple-
ment key parts of the plan, such as
releasing detainees and allowing
peaceful demonstrations. The
cease-fire is supposed to allow for
dialogue on a political solution be-
tween Assad’s regime and those
seeking his ouster.

“Human rights violations are
still perpetrated with impunity,”
Pascoe said.

The U.N. has sent an advance
team of 11 observers to Syria to
push forward the peace plan put
forth by envoy Kofi Annan. More
monitors are due to be on the
ground by the end of the month,
the U.N. said, part of a mission of
300 total.

U.N. arrives in Syria;
troops still open fire
Activists say dozens
shot down in Hama
By Ben Hubbard
Associated Press
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