
them will work on the cos-
metics: painting, papering
and so on.
The front door opens into a

hallway with an ornate wood-
en staircase going up to the
second floor. The fireplace in
what will be their formal din-
ing room still works and is
made of black marble.
Some of the other fire-

places, all of which are origi-
nal to the house, will be con-
verted for using gas logs.
Most of them have their

original, ornately patterned,
cast-iron grillwork.
The interior doors, down-

stairs and up, have adjustable
transoms overhead, essential
for ventilation in an era be-
fore air conditioning. The
opening and closing hard-
ware remains intact. A set of
pocket doors to the dining
room sticks a bit, but also re-
tains its original hardware,
even the matching brass
skeleton key.
At the top of the stairs, a

short hallway leads to the
bedrooms; the Rymers plan
to keep three for that purpose
and make one into an office.
Another will be the
bath/jacuzzi complex.
One small space upstairs

used to be a dressing room,
but a former owner routed
ductwork through it when
central heating was installed.
A dumbwaiter once traveled

from floor to floor as well.
The Rymers may eventually
restore both, but for now the
priority is getting the place
liveable. They want to move
in by June.
More signs of the house’s

vintage can be found in the
dark, cramped basement,
where tool marks on the im-
mense foundation stones
show them to be hand-hewn,
and in the attic, where the
Rymers found boxes and car-
tons and stacks of original
hardware, doors and win-
dows. “It was like finding a
treasure chest of things that
are original and had been
kept in such good shape,” Bri-
an Rymer said.
Also in the plans is recon-

structing a second-floor
porch that was destroyed
years ago. According to the
story Brian Rymer tells, Flan-
ery’s attorney husband
worked with a government
revenue agent whose en-
forcement activities enraged
bootleggers to the point of
property destruction.
The Rymers enjoy ball-

room dancing and hope to
use the home for entertain-
ing like-minded guests. Their
grandchildren enjoy prowl-
ing the corridors and rooms.
“They’re still looking for a se-
cret passageway,” Brian
Rymer said.
The restoration project is

open-ended. The Rymers,
who own and operate Ash-
land Termite and Pest Co.,
work on it evenings and
weekends.
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Prayer Walk set
for Thursday
RUSSELL
The seventh annual

Greenup County Prayer
Walk, in conjunction with
the National Day of Prayer,
will be Thursday starting at
6:30 p.m. at Bridges Chris-
tian Church.
The theme for the walk

this year is “One Nation
Under God.” The 1.5 mile
prayer walk will take place
on Diedrich Boulevard
heading north to the Ad-
vance Memorial United
Methodist Church.
Vans will be available to

transport walkers back to
the Bridges parking lot. For
those unable to make the
walk, prayer will also take
place in the parking lot.
Prayer guides will be avail-
able and focus on govern-
ment, church, military,
family, educastion, media
and business.
Activities begin in “The

Warehouse” at Bridges at
6:30 p.m. prior to the walk.

Derby Hat contest
on First Friday
ASHLAND
Ashland Area Conven-

tion and Visitors Bureau
will be having a Derby Hat
Contest during First Friday
activities this week.
Six winners will be

crowned: prettiest, most
orginal, funniest, most col-
orful, best horse theme and
best of show. Winners re-
ceive red bud treets. Re-
freshments will be served.
Competition takes place

at 7 pm. at the AACVB of-
fice, 1509 Winchester Ave.

Election board
meets Monday
CATLETTSBURG
Boyd County Board of

Elections will meet Monday
at 1 p.m. in the county
clerk’s office for the regular
monthly meeting.

Special meeting
in Olive Hill
OLIVE HILL
Olive Hill City Council

will have a special meeting
Tuesday at 6 p.m. The only
item on the agenda is for a
closed executive session to
discuss pending legal mat-
ters.

Hydrant flushing
begins Monday
ASHLAND
Ashland Fire Depart-

ment will begin flusing fire
hydrants beginning Mon-
day and continuing
through June, Monday
through Friday between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5
pm. in most areas.
There could be a slight

drop in pressure or a pres-
ence of discloration from
the minerals and sediments
being flushed out of the
system.
Consumers should check

water conditions prior to
drawing wter for cooking
and for use in automatic
washers and dishwashers.
If  discolorattion is found,

the water user is advised to
run water until it clears.

Grant projects
to be displayed
ASHLAND
Recipients of the 2011-12

Area Education Grants will
exhibit their projects from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
at the Ashland Town Cen-
ter.
AEG is a privately fund-

ed non-profit organization
that provides small grants
to teachers in Boyd and
Greenup counties for cre-
ative teaching projects not
funded through the regular
school budget. AEG was
founded more than 20 years
ago to encourage innova-
tive teaching in the two
counties.
For more information,

call Bill Burch at (606) 928-
7114.

Staff  reports

NEWS IN BRIEF

ABOVE: Brian
and Lorraine
Rymer stand
with their
granddaugh-
ter, Trinty
Nolan, in Elliot
Hall, the house
they are
restoring. The
house dates
back to 1851
and was built
by the father
of Mary Elliott
Flanery, who
was the first
woman elect-
ed to the Ken-
tucky General
Assembly.  

LEFT: Brian
Rymer shows
where the ad-
dition starts
on the
Catlettsburg
home.
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