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MIAMI (AP) — A contrite
Ozzie Guillen sat in the
heart of Little Havana seek-
ing forgiveness for what the
Miami Marlins manager
called the biggest mistake of
his life — saying he admired
Fidel Castro.

This wasn’t some
offhanded insult about a
sports writer, the type of
thing that got the outspoken
Guillen in trouble in
Chicago. This was personal
to the fan base that the Mar-

lins rely on so much that
they built their new stadium
in the middle of the city’s
Cuban-American neighbor-
hood.

Castro is the sworn
enemy of those fans.

So after being suspended
for five games Tuesday, the
Marlins manager tried to
quell the tempest.

“I’m here on my knees to
apologize,” Guillen said.

“I’m very sorry about the
problem, what happened. I

will do everything in my
power to make it better. ...
When you make a mistake
like this, you can’t sleep.”

A chastened Guillen, who
has a history of polarizing
comments about gays and
immigrants, among others,
spoke without a script and
made no disclaimers. He
said he’ll do whatever he
can to repair relations with
Cuban-Americans angered
by his praise of the Cuban
dictator, remarks he said he

didn’t mean.
Guillen, who is Venezue-

lan, told Time magazine he
loves Castro and respects
the retired Cuban leader for
staying in power so long. In
response, at least two Miami
politicians said Guillen
should lose his job. Callers
on Spanish-language radio
in Miami agreed and 100
demonstrators picketed
Marlins Park toting signs like
“NO APOLOGIES FIRE HIM
NOW.”

Guillen apologizes over Castro flap

Who was the last player before
Derek Jeter to start at shortstop for
the Yankees on Opening Day?

���"��������������!���!
The Tigers provided a good look at what their
offense can be this season. Cabrera, one of the
top hitters in the game, hit .455 with a 1.806
OPS and led the AL with eight RBIs.
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The No. 6 overall pick in the 2011 draft is off to
a hot start to his professional career. Rendon is
2-4 with a double, triple and two walks in his
first two games at Single-A Potomac. The third
baseman out of Rice is expected to move
quickly through the Nationals’ system, but will
switch positions at some point. Third baseman
Ryan Zimmerman has become the face of the
franchise and is signed through 2019 with a
team option for 2020.
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The 21-year-old Newport Beach, Calif., native
has hit well at three minor leauge levels prior
to 2012, and this season has eight hits in his
first four games at Double-A Tulsa. He has
spent his entire career at third base, which is
where the Rockies could use some help. The
organization believes he could progress
through the system very quickly, possibly
making his major league debut this summer.

� Innings of no-hit ball that Jason Hammel of the Orioles threw in his first game with the team. It was the 
third Orioles’ game of the season, and the total surpassed the six-inning no-hitter that Chris Tillman 
had last season in the team’s second game of the season. Tillman was relieved with the no-hitter 
intact, while Hammel gave up a leadoff double to Justin Morneau to start the eighth.

��� Won-loss record for both the Boston Red Sox and New York Yankees. This marks the first season 
since 1966 that both teams started the year with three losses. Of the last 48 teams to make the 
playoffs, only two — the 2007 Phillies and the 2011 Rays — started 0-3.

�� Teams reliever Octavio Dotel has pitched for in his career. Dotel took the mound for Detroit last week
making him the only player in history to suit up for 13 teams. He previously shared the record of 12 with 
Mike Morgan, Matt Stairs and Ron Villone.

� Current MLB players who began their major league careers in the 1980s. Toronto’s Omar Vizquel began as a 
shortstop with the Mariners in 1989. Colorado starting pitcher Jamie Moyer made 16 starts for the Cubs as a 
rookie in 1986.

Miguel Cabrera Athlon Sports
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The young Rays hurler upstaged his fellow
starters James Shields and David Price by
throwing 8.2 shutout innings with just three
hits and four walks as the Rays swept the di-
vision rival Yankees. 
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The NL MVP runner-up picked up where he left
off last season. The Dodgers took three of four
from the Padres as Kemp hit .412 with a 1.212
OPS and led the National League with six runs
and tied for the lead with teammate Andre
Ethier with eight RBIs.
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The Phillies’ ace took a step toward the NL Cy
Young award with eight innings of shutout ball
against the Pirates on Opening Day. Halladay
didn’t walk a batter and struck out five as the
Bucs managed just two singles off him.
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On Saturday, 52-year-old golf legend Fred Cou-
ples began the day with the lead at The Masters,
looking to become the oldest player ever to win
the historic tournament. About 1,000 miles
away in Houston, 49-year-old Jamie Moyer took
the mound for the Colorado Rockies in an at-
tempt to become the oldest pitcher to win a
major league game. While it was a cool story for
a while, the fun didn’t last. On Saturday, Cou-
ples was plus-4 through five holes, essentially
ending his chances, although he rallied a bit in
the middle of his round before finishing with a
3-over 75. And Moyer lasted just five innings,
giving up four runs and taking a loss. Couples
may never have another opportunity to play on
the weekend at Augusta, but Moyer will start on
Thursday for the Rockies against the Giants. 
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Toronto and Cleveland set an Opening Day
record by playing 16 innings last Thursday. Two
days later, it took 12 innings to settle the score,
giving both teams’ bullpens an early workout
this season. Toronto’s 45-year-old Omar
Vizquel, who will see significant action at sec-
ond, short and third this season, officially
played two positions on Opening Day, left field
and first base. It was strange left field position-
ing, though. With one out and the bases loaded
in the 12th, he replaced left fielder Eric Thames
but was positioned as a fifth infielder. The Jays
turned two to get out of the inning. Vizquel fin-
ished the game at first base. This was Vizquel’s
2,909th game, but only his second as an out-
fielder and second as a first baseman.

1. Rangers Josh Hamilton appears motivated to have a big season.
2. Tigers Tigers bash Red Sox in opening sweep.
3. Phillies Roy Halladay is as good as ever.

4. Yankees Panic in New York after 0-3 start? Nah.
5. Cardinals Albert who? Redbirds hit their way to three quick wins.
6. Rays This time last season the Rays were 0-3.
7. Angels Need to find at-bats for Mark Trumbo.
8. DiamondbacksOvercame six-run deficit to sweep rival Giants.
9. Giants Knocked to the mat in first round vs. D’backs.
10. Red Sox Bobby V winless in Boston after first series.
11. Nationals Adam LaRoche’s good health is great news for Nats.
12. Blue Jays J.P. Arencibia comes up big for Jays.
13. Braves Dominated by Mets.
14. Marlins Opened new ballpark with a whimper.
15. Dodgers Matt Kemp, Andre Ethier dynamic duo once again.
16. Brewers Didn’t get revenge on St. Louis for NLCS.
17. Reds Locking Joey Votto up long term is a huge boost.
18. Indians Took Jays to extras twice before winning one.
19. Rockies Michael Cuddyer happy in Colorado.
20. Mariners Ichiro seems suited to hitting third.
21. Pirates Stingy pitching in series vs. Philadelphia.
22. Royals Eric Hosmer is truly a budding star.
23. Cubs Homerless in first series, but had two triples and four steals.
24. Orioles Jason Hammel latest shooting star for Baltimore.
25. Mets Three wins, three saves for Francisco.
26. Twins Listlessness continues.
27. Padres Held Dodgers to .216 avg., but hit only .188 in first series.
28. A’s Yoenis Cespedes showing off power early.
29. White Sox Will be a long season for new manager Robin Ventura.
30. Astros Houston starts planning for AL West already.
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Don Drysdale of the Los Angeles Dodgers hit the
second Opening Day home run of his career, be-
coming the only pitcher with two. His teammates did
nothing to help as the Dodgers lost to the Cubs 6-1.
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The Los Angeles Angels won for the first time in
their history, 7-2, at Baltimore as Ted Kluszewski
blasted two home runs.
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The Padres pounced on Giants starter Roger Mason
as the first three hitters of the game went deep.
Marvell Wynne, Tony Gwynn and John Kruk each
homered off Mason. San Diego cleanup hitter Steve
Garvey followed with a flyout to center.

Compiled by Charlie Miller. Follow Charlie 
on Twitter @AthlonCharlie or email him 
at Charlie.Miller@AthlonSports.com
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Astros, Mets Celebrate 50 Years

!��#����� $���Luis Sojo started for
the injured Jeter in 2001. Prior to
Jeter’s start in 1996, the Yankees had
five Opening Day shortstops in five
seasons: Tony Fernandez, Mike Gal-
lego, Spike Owen, Randy Velarde and
Alvaro Espinoza.

Justin 
Verlander

The Pro Cooperstown Low 
available at select

 

   
  

 

   
  

 

   
  

 

   
  

 

   
  

 

Biggio: Athlon Sports; Stengel: Diamond Images/Getty Images
Craig Biggio (left) is the only player from the Astros or Mets with 3,000 hits. Along with Jeff Bagwell, he was the face of the franchise in
Houston in the 1990s and 2000s. Manager Casey Stengel led the Mets in the early days and was a fan favorite, even while losing. 


