
SANFORD, Fla. (AP) — The
man who fatally shot 17-year-
old Trayvon Martin is said to
be losing weight and suffering
from high levels of stress from
the intense public scrutiny he
is under, his former lawyers
said. Meanwhile, a special
prosecutor said she will soon
make an announcement in
the case.
“He is largely alone. You

might even say he is emotion-
ally crippled by virtue of the
pressure of this case,” said Hal
Uhrig, a former lawyer for
George Zimmerman. The
protests and the profound
isolation of going into hiding
may have pushed him “a little
bit over the edge,” said Uhrig
and his colleague, Craig Son-
ner.
The two attorneys an-

nounced Tuesday they no
longer were representing the
neighborhood watch volun-
teer because they haven’t
heard from him since Sunday.
“As of the last couple days,

he has not returned phone
calls, text messages or emails,”
Sonner said. “He’s gone on his
own. I’m not sure what he’s
doing or who he’s talking to. I
cannot go forward speaking to
the public about George Zim-
merman and this case as rep-
resenting him because I’ve
lost contact with him.”
Against their advice, the

attorneys said Zimmerman
contacted special prosecutor
Angela Corey, who will de-
cide if he should face
charges, but prosecutors in
her office refused to talk to
him without his lawyers
present.
“To handle it this way,

suggests that he may not be
in complete control of what’s
going on. We’re concerned
for his emotional and physi-
cal safety,” Uhrig said.
A spokeswoman for

Corey’s office didn’t respond
to phone and email mes-
sages requesting comment,
although late Tuesday Corey

released a statement saying
she would make an an-
nouncement on the case
within 72 hours. The state-
ment did not specify what
new development in the
case would be released.
Zimmerman said he shot

Martin in self-defense after
following the teenager in a
Sanford, Fla. a gated com-
munity outside Orlando on
Feb. 26. He said he was re-
turning to his truck when
Martin attacked him and
that he shot the unarmed

teen during the fight. He
wasn’t arrested partly be-
cause of Florida’s “stand
your ground” self-defense
law.
The lack of an arrest has

led to protests across the na-
tion and spurred a debate
about race and the laws of
self-defense. Zimmerman’s
father is white and his
mother is Hispanic. Martin
was black.
Zimmerman is unable to

see a psychologist because
he could be spotted. 
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counties. Boyle Sheriff
Marty Elliott said state po-
lice are also working simi-
lar cases.
Adams is being held at

the Lincoln County Re-
gional Jail on multiple
charges of theft by decep-
tion and theft by failure to
make required disposition
of property. 
Clem said a woman be-

lieved to be Adams’ step-
mother, Monica Taylor, 30,
has outstanding warrants
in Anderson county for al-
legedly committing similar
crimes but is still at large.
An early spring has

meant an unseasonable
flourish of people going
door-to-door offering help

with outdoor chores. 
While some workers

may be reputable, Sheriff
Elliott said residents
should ask for references
they can contact immedi-
ately, should never pay
someone they don’t know
before work is finished and
should feel free to call
local law enforcement and
to tell the contractor they
intend to do so to make
sure there have been no
complaints.
Elliott believes more

people likely were duped
by Adams and hopes more
will come forward. 
People who believe they

have been a victim are en-
couraged to contact their
local law enforcement
agency. 

and that she was going out
of town for the weekend.
Hunstad suggested Ham-
lin appoint a vice chair-
man if she could not be
available to meet the dead-
line.
Though the committee

members got along well
during meetings, they had
a difficult time finding
more than four qualified
candidates for city man-
ager, Hamlin said during
several recent committee
and commission meetings.
Hunstad said during an in-
terview last week he dis-
agreed with Hamlin’s
assessment and that 10 of
the 12 candidates reviewed
by the committee were
“unquestionably worth
considering.”
Interim City Manager

Ron Scott, who stepped
into the role in August,
was not one of the four ap-
plicants selected by the
committee, according to
Hunstad. However, Scott
and other applicants are
still eligible to be inter-
viewed, the mayor noted.
The city manager posi-

tion became vacant in May
when Paul Stansbury was
fired in a 3-2 vote. Those
who voted for Stansbury’s
termination alleged he
failed to provide strong
and proactive leadership,
did not adequately man-
age the city’s cemeteries,
failed to instruct and guide
city commissioners in a
timely manner about the
expansion of the water
plant, and did not follow
the city’s procurement pol-
icy on at least two occa-
sions. Stansbury settled

with the city after a brief
period of legal disputes. 
Not counting staff time

by city employees or bill-
able hours from city attor-
neys, the city has spent
more than $300,000 in 11
months on city manager-
related matters, according
to a reporter’s recent audit
of financial records ob-
tained under an open
records request. The ex-
penses are as follows:

n $10,666 for Paul
Stansbury's medical insur-
ance.

n $480 for Stansbury’s
dental plan.

n $66,197 paid to Stans-
bury between May and July
2011.

n $157,040 in “city man-
ager replacement ex-
penses” between July 2011
and March 2012, including
a January 2012 payment of
$50,491 to Stansbury and
$7,500 to The Mercer
Group for city manager re-
cruitment.

n $14,647 paid to for-
mer mayor John W.D.
Bowling for serving as in-
terim city manager be-
tween June and September
2011.

n $5,143.92 paid to Lex-
ington law firm Sturgill,
Turner, Barker & Moloney
to handle a situation in
which a city employee al-
legedly made a death
threat against Bowling.

n $41,544 paid to In-
terim City Manager Ron
Scott between September
2011 and March 29, 2012.

n $7,106.88 for Scott’s
medical insurance.

n $5,005 for Scott’s re-
tirement benefits.

n $480 for Scott’s dental
plan.

to communicate the impor-
tance of completing the
bridge and get the state his-
torical preservation office
to sign off on the construc-
tion in a matter of a few
days.
Blair said the highway

department looked at ways
to close the bridge for the
least amount of time and
chose a method that essen-
tially will allow a single
piece to be dropped into
place. While the process
will only require the bridge
to be shut down for nine
days over the summer, Blair
said it basically doubled the
cost.
McKinney said he was

thrilled that the project,
which had been champi-
oned by magistrates Phil
Sammons and Dickie
Mayes, was moving for-

ward. He said the thought
of a school bus meeting a
large truck carrying live-
stock on the narrow bridge
had been a longtime con-
cern for many on the court.
The Beshear administra-

tion started the bridge pro-
gram as well as the rural
secondary road program
and FLEX funding, which
allows a county to use 20
percent of its state allot-
ment for secondary state
roads to resurface county
roads. In the past, the
bridge money has gone to
rebuilding bridges on
Crawford Hollow Road and
Upper Salt River Road.
Fiscal Court agreed with

the highway department
recommendation to spend
about $181,000 on resurfac-
ing part of Forkland Road
but held off on deciding
how to use $151,000 in
FLEX funds.
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MENDENHALL, Pa. (AP)
— The 2012 presidential
general election has begun.
It won’t be pretty.
Tuesday marked Day

One, in essence, of the con-
test between the two virtu-
ally certain nominees,
Republican Mitt Romney
and President Barack
Obama. Rick Santorum’s de-
parture removed the last
meaningful bump from
Romney’s path to the GOP
nomination. Romney and
Obama wasted no time in
portraying the voters’ choice
in dire, sometimes starkly
personal terms.
With Obama saddled

with a still-ailing economy
and a divisive health care
law, and Romney riding a
wave of blistering TV ads,
the fall election is unlikely to
dwell on “hope,” ‘’change”
and other uplifting themes
from four years ago. Much of
the nation’s ire then was
aimed at departing Presi-
dent George W. Bush, and
Obama had no extensive
record to defend.
The landscape is much

different now. Americans
face nearly seven months of
hard-hitting jabs and coun-
terpunches between the two
parties’ standard-bearers.
Romney, the former Mas-

sachusetts governor making
his second presidential bid,
attacked Obama with gusto
Tuesday in his two public
events that followed Santo-
rum’s surprising announce-
ment.
Campaigning in Pennsyl-

vania, where an April 24
GOP primary is suddenly
less important than its likely

role as a battleground state
this fall, Romney portrayed
Obama as a weak leader
who apologizes for Amer-
ica’s greatness and prefers
European-style socialism
over robust free enterprise.
Obama’s allies call such
claims nonsense.
“The right course for

America is not to divide
America,” Romney told a
GOP dinner gathering in
Mendenhall, near Philadel-
phia. “That’s what he’s
doing,” he said of Obama.
“His campaign is all about
finding Americans to blame
and attack, and find some-
one to tax more, someone
who isn’t giving, isn’t paying
their fair share.”
He said Obama prefers “a

government-centered soci-
ety.”
Obama, campaigning in

Florida, said the choice this
fall will be as stark as in the
1964 contest between Lyn-
don Johnson and Barry
Goldwater, which resulted
in one of the biggest Demo-
cratic landslides ever. That
election included dramatic
and controversial moments,
such as Goldwater’s defense
of “extremism in the defense
of liberty” and a devastating
TV ad suggesting a Goldwa-
ter presidency would lead to
nuclear war.
Obama didn’t mention

Romney by name. His top
aides have shown less re-
straint, however.
The Obama campaign

posted a YouTube video
today, the day after Santo-
rum’s withdrawal, noting
that “as Republicans settle
on a nominee,” there are

things voters should re-
member about the Romney
campaign.
The presentation pro-

ceeds with video clips of a
slew of Romney statements,
including his pledge to see
the Roe v. Wade decision le-
galizing abortions over-
turned, his statement saying
he’d rather see Detroit go
bankrupt before backing a
government bailout, his as-
sertion that “corporations
are people, my friend,” and
his declaration that he was
an “extremely serious con-
servative” governor of Mas-
sachusetts.
Obama campaign man-

ager Jim Messina said in a
statement after Santorum’s
withdrawal: “It’s no surprise
that Mitt Romney finally was
able to grind down his op-
ponents under an avalanche
of negative ads. But neither
he nor his special interest al-
lies will be able to buy the
presidency with their nega-
tive attacks. The more the
American people see of Mitt
Romney, the less they like
him.”
Other Obama campaign

officials have mocked Rom-
ney’s wealth and called him
out of touch with average
Americans.
Romney and his allies, in-

cluding a potent super PAC,
have proved their ability to
raise millions of dollars to
air brutally effective attack
ads, which crippled Santo-
rum and Newt Gingrich in
the GOP primary contests.
Obama will raise many mil-
lions, too, and few doubt
that he will hit Romney
hard.

On Tuesday, Romney
made clear that he will go
after Obama’s character as
well as his record. In
speeches in Mendenhall
and Wilmington, Del., Rom-
ney said Obama isn’t merely
inept at economic policy, he
actively dislikes business.
Obama “is clearly trying

to hide from us what he in-
tends to do,” Romney said in
Wilmington. “He’s going to
hide. And it’s my job to
seek.”
Romney made similar re-

marks last month. Now, with
Santorum off the stage and
Gingrich and Ron Paul
hardly a factor, there are no
intra-party distractions to
dilute such comments.
Romney and Obama are
fully engaged, one-on-one,
at a much earlier stage than
in 2008, when Obama had to
parry Democratic rival
Hillary Rodham Clinton
throughout the summer be-
fore fully turning to Repub-
lican John McCain.
Even then, Bush’s unpop-

ularity helped fuel Obama’s
campaign and deflected
some of the anti-GOP senti-
ment away from the actual
nominee.
This time, the incumbent

president is on the ballot,
with unemployment above
8 percent. The Tea Party,
which didn’t exist in 2008, is
a potent and unpredictable
force.
And Romney suddenly is

free of meaningful primary
worries. That leaves him
able to focus the full force of
his fundraising and cam-
paigning skills against
Obama.
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Former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum turns to his wife, Karen, left, after suspending his candidacy for the presidency Tuesday in Gettysburg, Pa.  

Obama-Romney showdown
starts with a harsh tone

Attorneys say Zimmerman
isolated and stressed out


