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Hasty reached base on a
passed ball, and the Rebels
loaded the bases when
Miniard reached on an
error and Danielle Mason
singled.
Pinch-runner Shelby

Bishop scored on a fielder’s
choice, and Miniard scored
when Sammi Key reached
base after a strikeout. One
out later, Woolum came to
the plate after pinch-run-
ner Cullen Byrne had
stolen second base to give
Boyle runners at second
and third.
Woolum had lined out to

first base and grounded to
shortstop in her first two
at-bats, but this time she
got the ball out of the in-
field with ease to give Boyle
its fourth consecutive win.
“I struggled a little bit

with my first two (at-bats),
but I came back and I got
the hit, and I’m very proud
of myself for that. Not only
am I proud of myself, but
I’m proud of my team,” she
said.
Deem said he was

pleased that the Rebels did
in the late innings what
they weren’t doing early in
the game.
“I was a little frustrated.

I think we came to play not

to lose this game. Lately
we’ve been playing well,
playing to win,” he said.
“Tabby took over and got in
a groove and we let her get
in our heads. We didn’t
compete until about the
fifth inning. We started put-
ting the bat on the ball and
gave ourselves a chance to
get some runners on base.
They made some great de-
fensive plays, but we were
starting to put the bat on
the ball.”
“We have so much inten-

sity, and we always stay up,
we’re always ready to com-
pete,” Woolum added. “It
was just a matter of pulling
together as a team and
working together, and
that’s what you’ve got to do
if you want to win region
and make it to state.”
Both Boyle and Mercer

have designs on doing that,
and Lyons said this disap-
pointing loss did nothing to
hurt the Titans’ chances.
“This game means

something pride-wise, but
as far as being tactical, it
doesn’t mean anything to
us at this point,” Lyons said. 
“Our time is coming.

This really doesn’t mean
anything to us because
we’re not in (Boyle’s) dis-
trict. They’ll see us again
over at our (field on May

11), and maybe in the re-
gional we’ll be lucky
enough to go against
them.”
Consecutive singles by

Megan Osborne and Stacia
Bryant and an error that al-
lowed Taylor Readnower to
reach base led to Mercer’s

three-run fourth inning.
Osborne scored on a
fielder’s choice, a two-out
single by Taylor Schroeder
drove in pinch-runner
Lyric Houston, and Read-
nower came home on an
error on the same play.
The Titans (9-5) threat-

ened again in the fifth
when two runners reached
on errors and moved to
second and third on a
passed ball, but Miniard
struck out the last two bat-
ters in the inning to end the
threat and start a string of
five straight strikeouts. She

also pitched out of trouble
in the seventh inning,
when Mercer had runners
at first and third with one
out.
Mercer County      000 300  0 —    3 6 2
Boyle County         000 000  4 —    4 3 4
Tabby Shewmaker and Ashley Harley. Hannah
Miniard and Heather Hasty. W—Miniard. L—
Shewmaker. 2B—Amy Woolum (BC).

be leaning toward UK for
weeks, was going to pick
Georgetown over Syracuse
and Kentucky.
But Noel wasted little

time on the national col-
lege signing day show by
saying that even though
he was comfortable with
all three schools, he
wanted to play for Ken-
tucky. He said his mother
played a role in his deci-
sion, too.
“She liked Kentucky

and coach (John Calipari).
I liked what he did with
Anthony Davis,” Noel said
on the broadcast. “She
thought it was the best fit
for me, and I did, too.”
Noel, who is in Char-

lotte, N.C., to play in Sat-
urday’s Jordan Brand
Classic, called it “a great
relief” to get his decision
made.
ESPN national recruit-

ing director Paul Bian-
cardi said Noel “will take
over where Anthony Davis
left off” and immediately
elevated Kentucky to No. 1
in the national recruiting
rankings for the fourth
straight year. He even
joked that Calipari would
be able to get some “sleep
now” after adding a key
piece to his team.
“Now they have a

chance to make another
Final Four run,” Biancardi
said.
Remember, it was last

week that Biancardi said
that out of Muhammad,
Noel and Anthony Ben-

nett, the nation’s top-
ranked power forward,
that he would be surprised
if Calipari “struck out,”
and that he viewed Noel
as the key recruit of the
three because of his ability
to protect the basket.
Even before Muham-

mad and Noel, the na-
tion’s Nos. 1- and
2-ranked recruits, an-
nounced their decisions,
Calipari was making it
clear that the Wildcats
were not going to cancel
next season no matter
what both decided.
“We got Kyle (Wiltjer)

coming back. Ryan Har-
row has been sitting out
the year. We have
(signees) Archie (Good-
win), Alex (Poythress) and
Willie (Cauley). They are
all terrific players,” Cali-
pari said on ESPNU. “We
have the makings of an-
other great team.”
Great team might have

been a stretch if Kentucky
had lost both Muhammad,
a prolific scorer, and Noel,
a prolific shot blocker.
With Noel, that is not a
stretch because Poythress
and Goodwin are extraor-
dinary five-star players
and Cauley is a 7-footer —
and a high school football
wide receiver — who
should blossom under
Calipari and his staff much
as Josh Harrellson did.
Calipari also cautioned

that it was not a done deal
yet that freshmen Davis,
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist
and Marquis Teague and
sophomores Terrence

Jones and Doron Lamb
would all leave for the
NBA. 
“I don’t know if all five

underclassmen will leave,
but if you are a betting
man they probably will,”
Calipari said. 
He’s right. At least four

will be first-round picks,
and Lamb will be a mid-
second-round pick at
worst. They’ve got their
national title, and none
likely can raise their draft
stock by staying, so it’s
safe to assume they will be
gone.
Muhammad admitted

that both Goodwin and
Poythress, who are also
playing in the Jordan
Brand Classic, tried to
sway him to join them at
Kentucky. Instead, he
wanted to try to resurrect
a sagging UCLA program
rather than tackle the dif-
ficulty of following the
Wildcats’ 38-2 national
championship season.
“This program is not for

everybody,” Calipari said
before Muhammad’s an-
nouncement — and after
he obviously knew that
Muhammad was not com-
ing to Kentucky. “Not
every kid wants to walk
into this and understands
every game is somebody’s
Super Bowl.
“Following up what that

group of freshmen did is
not for everybody. I am
hoping the result is that
we have six guys (includ-
ing Darius Miller) picked
in the first round (of the
NBA draft). But it’s not

easy. It’s very difficult.”
It is. But Noel wasn’t

afraid to try and become
the next Davis just as
Brandon Knight wasn’t
afraid to follow John Wall
two years ago or Teague
afraid to follow Knight this
season.
“You don’t have to come

with us and leave after a
year,” Calipari said. “You
can be with us four years
like Darius. This has just
happened. But we have
five (drafted) in the first
round two years ago, four
drafted last year. I would
love it if we had six drafted
in the first round this year.”
That record is why there

was no way both Noel and
Muhammad were going to
look elsewhere to play.
Nothing against Syracuse
or Georgetown, but what
is their recent NCAA tour-
nament success and how
many first-round picks
have they turned out?
Of course, UCLA has

been in disarray, but the
one thing Muhammad will
get there that he would
not have gotten at Ken-
tucky is a lot more shots.
Calipari is all about team-
first during the season,
and Muhammad certainly
doesn’t seem quite as
team-oriented as Davis,
Kidd-Gilchrist, Teague

and Wiltjer — or even
Lamb and Jones.
“There are guys you

look at and say you would
enjoy coaching. Whatever
they decide, I can live with
it,” Calipari said before the
announcements. “I do not
take it personal. By not
picking your school, there
is a reason. To come with
us, you have got to be all
in. If not, you are better
going somewhere else.”
As for Noel, he went all

in and raised expectations
to the point that I would
wager many Kentucky fans
are already ready to buy
tickets for the 2013 Final
Four in Cat-lanta.

defensive skills that have
had some compare him to
legendary NBA center Bill
Russell, former Ohio State
center Greg Oden, the No.
1 pick in the 2007 draft; or
Anthony Davis, Kentucky’s
starting center last season
and the projected No. 1
pick in the June draft.
The 6-foot-11 Noel is al-

ready being pegged as a
lottery pick in the 2013
NBA draft as well.
But Kentucky coach

John Calipari made sure
on ESPNU’s national sign-
ing day show Wednesday
night to let everyone know
that the three players who
had already signed with
Kentucky are not one-star
recruits.
“Willie Cauley is a 7-

footer who can run like
crazy and has only
touched how good he can
be,” Calipari said. “With
Alex (Poythress), I don’t
know if he even knows
how good he can be. At
times I have seen him
challenged and take his
game to another level. He
has great size and athleti-
cism.”
Poythress was probably

was the biggest surprise in
the recent McDonald’s
All-American Game and
will also be playing in the
Jordan Brand Classic Sat-
urday in Charlotte, N.C.,
with Noel and Goodwin.
“Archie is a guy who has

wanted to play for me
since he was in the ninth
grade,” Calipari said. “He’s
all in. Watch him. He will
be one of those players,
like Alex, that everybody
will be talking about (next
season) just like the young
kids we had this year.”
Kentucky could still add

power forwards Anthony
Bennett or Amile Jefferson
to this class, and Con-
necticut’s Alex Oriakhi has
UK on his list of possible
schools where he’ll trans-
fer. Kentucky has also
been involved with at least
one junior college perime-
ter player.
Calipari’s challenge

next season will be that he
will not have a veteran up-
perclassmen like Patrick
Patterson, Darius Miller or
DeAndre Liggins to help
lead the team. Instead, it
will be a molding process
— and one that will be
easier with Noel with the
expected departure of

seven players off the na-
tional title team.
Noel is considered to be

superior to Davis defen-
sively but behind him of-
fensively by most
recruiting analysts.
“Coach Cal recruited

me real hard. He is a good
person who cares about
his players, he helps them
reach their goals and the
team's goals," Noel said.
“They play as a unit and
are very unselfish. Also
the fans were incredible
on my visit. They are be-
hind the program 100 per-
cent. It's a big family down
there, and I am excited to
be a part of it.”
Noel runs the floor bet-

ter than most centers, just
like Davis did. 
He is most comfortable

down low where he can
rebound and score with a
jump hook, but he does
not have the outside skills
of Davis.
However, ESPN recruit-

ing director Paul Bian-
cardi says Noel is the
perfect fit for Calipari. 
“He protects the rim

and gets down the floor.
He’s just what UK needed
to go with what else it will
have,” Biancardi said.
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Tabby Shewmaker, left, of Mercer County and Hannah Miniard, right, of Boyle County pitch during Wednesday's game. Each pitcher had 10
strikeouts, but Miniard also got the win as Boyle rallied in the seventh inning for a 4-3 victory.


