
FRANKFORT — Gov.
Steve Beshear on Wednes-
day signed into law a bill
that he said would save Ken-
tucky employers millions of
dollars in higher federal un-
employment insurance
taxes.

House Bill 495, sponsored
by Democratic House
Speaker Pro Tem Larry Clark
of Louisville and by Repub-
lican Sen. David Givens of
Greensburg, would allow
the state to issue revenue
bonds to pay the first three
years of interest on $963 mil-
lion in federal loans that
kept the state’s unemploy-
ment insurance program
operating during the reces-
sion.

Beginning in 2014, em-
ployers would be assessed a
$21-per-employee sur-
charge that would cover the
$79 million for the first three
years of interest payments
and future interest on the
debt to the federal govern-
ment.

At the press conference
before he signed the bill,
Beshear said the measure
preserves unemployment
benefits for an “unprece-
dented number of Kentucky
workers.”

If the state had not been
able to make the interest

payments due Sept. 30, the
governor said, employers
would have lost a $600 mil-
lion federal tax credit, and
the amount of federal un-
employment insurance tax
that businesses pay would
have gone from $63 to $420
per employee.

“We have proven once
again that even in a partisan
atmosphere, which a legisla-
tive session always is, con-
sensus and collaboration on
critical issues is achievable,”
said Beshear, who was
joined by business and labor

leaders and legislators
Wednesday.

Joe Meyer, secretary of
the state Education and
Workforce Development
Cabinet, said the proposal
will not affect the amount of
jobless workers’ benefits.

Clark said that by avoid-
ing “an unacceptable federal
tax increase of $600 million
at a time when our economy
is starting to turn the cor-
ner,” the bill helps busi-
nesses keep workers
employed.

Givens said changes that

the Senate made to the bill
also will “put in place a tax
break for the future once the
fund is solvent.”

“This piece of legislation,
House Bill 495, addresses
the biggest threat to the
business community in this
session,” said Dave Ad-
kisson, president and chief

executive officer of the Ken-
tucky Chamber of Com-
merce, which participated
in drafting the legislation.

Gay Dwyer, a lobbyist for
the Kentucky Retail Federa-
tion, said that failure to pass
the bill would have threat-
ened any new job creation
in the near future.
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Students from Jennie Rogers Elementary School chorus perform songs Wednesday during a celebration of “World of Readers Day” in the children’s library. Other events in-
cluded a panorama of portraits of children from around the world and the library showed off a new collection of world language books for children. The event also included
popcorn and door prizes. The event was part of National Library Week.

World of readers

FRANKFORT — The
Amish will no longer face
jail time in Kentucky for re-
fusing to mark their horse-
drawn buggies with
slow-moving-vehicle em-
blems that they object to on
religious grounds.

Gov. Steve Beshear
signed a bill into law
Wednesday that allows the
Amish to use reflective silver
or white tape on their bug-
gies rather than the tradi-
tional fluorescent orange
signs that makes the buggies
more visible to approaching
motorists.

Atlee Miller, an Amish
farmer from Franklin, said
he appreciates the help from
the state’s politically power-
ful to provide an exemption,
but he said the credit really
goes to a higher power.

“The man above has got
control,” Miller said. “We
thank him most of all.”

Several Amish farmers in
western Kentucky had
served jail time for refusing
to use the emblems. They
said the triangular shape
represents the Trinity,
which they are not allowed
to display, and that the fluo-
rescent orange calls undue
attention to them against
the norms of their religion.

“I think we were able to
fashion a solution that
helped folks with their reli-
gious issues but at the same
time still maintained the
standard of safety that we
have to have on our high-
ways,” Beshear said.

Sen. Ken Winters, R-Mur-
ray, said the signing turned
Wednesday into a day of cel-
ebration not just for the
Amish but for police, prose-
cutors and judges who jailed
the otherwise law-abiding
Kentuckians.

“It will be a burden from
the shoulders of the Amish,
but also will lift a burden
from law enforcement peo-
ple and others who are
forced into doing some
things that most of them
would not want to do,” Win-
ters said. “All of us will be re-
lieved.”

Beshear and lawmakers
were left to weigh religious
rights against traffic safety in
implementing the law,
which carries an emergency
clause that makes it go into
effect immediately.

Not all lawmakers favored
the law. A handful feared
that exempting the Amish
from using the slow-mov-
ing-vehicle emblems may
make it more difficult for
motorists to spot the drab
buggies on Kentucky high-
ways.

Rep. Fred Nesler, D-May-
field, said that while the re-
flective tape would work
well at night by reflecting car
headlights, it will do nothing
to make the buggies visible
during daylight hours.

By ROGER ALFORD
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Road laws
changed
for Amish

By BETH MUSGRAVE

Lexington Herald-Leader

FRANKFORT (KPNS) —
Uncertainty reigned in the
Capitol on Wednesday night
as lawmakers and Gov. Steve
Beshear struggled to prepare
themselves for what is ex-
pected to be the final day of
the 2012 legislative session
on ursday.

Beshear waited until 7:20
p.m. Wednesday to veto
more than three dozen line-
items in the $19 billion, two-
year state budget, even as
leading lawmakers contin-
ued trying to hammer out an
agreement on a road-build-
ing plan for the next bien-
nium.

If an agreement on the
transportation budget is not
reached in time for a urs-
day vote, the legislature
could move the 60th and
final day of the legislative
session to Friday or Saturday,
although House Speaker
Greg Stumbo and Senate

President David Williams
cast doubt on that scenario
Wednesday evening.

e Kentucky Constitu-
tion requires the General As-
sembly to adjourn by the end
of April 15, which is Sunday.

A super majority of legisla-
tors — 23 of 37 senators and
60 of 100 representatives — is
needed to override Beshear’s
vetoes in the budget bill,
which both chambers ap-
proved March 30.

Beshear said he vetoed
portions of the General Fund
budget that limited his ability
to manage the state’s budget
or spend money that doesn’t
exist.

For example, Beshear ve-
toed a provision that would
require any surplus money to
go directly into the state’s
“rainy day” fund. Beshear
also nixed language that
would place restrictions on
how he makes $80 million in
unspecified cuts that the leg-
islature added to the budget.

Both provisions would

hamper his ability to manage
the state’s already dismal fi-
nances, Beshear said in his
veto message.

“I am vetoing these parts
because they eliminate or re-
duce flexibility of the execu-
tive branch to balance the
budget, reduce the flexibility
to contend with revenue
shortfalls with unprece-
dented exclusions and limi-
tations,” Beshear said.

He also cut some ear-
marks placed in the budget
by legislators, including
$100,000 for Actors eatre
of Louisville and $150,000 for
the International Mystery
Writers’ Festival in Owens-
boro.

“I am vetoing these parts
because they identify new
spending earmarks yet the
General Assembly failed to
appropriate additional
funds to finance them,”
Beshear said.

e two-year budget calls
for spending cuts of more
than 8.4 percent for many
state agencies.

Beshear, speaking at a
news conference earlier

Wednesday, also urged leg-
islators to approve a two-
year road budget. Taxpayers
will not be happy if he has to
call a special legislative ses-
sion — which can cost more
than $60,000 a day — so leg-
islators can approve a road
plan, Beshear said.

“I am confident that the
House and Senate in the end
will be able to produce a
road plan,” he said.

Another key piece of leg-
islation on the General As-
sembly’s ursday docket is
House Bill 4, aimed at re-
ducing the abuse of pain
pills in Kentucky.

e measure would place
restrictions on who may
own and operate pain clin-
ics, require health care
providers to use the state’s
prescription drug-monitor-
ing system and move con-
trol of the monitoring
system from the Cabinet for
Health and Family Services
to Attorney General Jack
Conway’s office. at move
is designed to help law en-
forcement better track doc-
tors who are overprescribing

pain medications, support-
ers say.

e Kentucky Medical As-
sociation has launched an
aggressive lobbying effort to
block some portions of the
bill, including a $50 fee for
all physicians to use the
monitoring system.

Beshear said Wednesday
that he thought the medical
association’s concerns were
unfounded.

No legitimate health pro-
fessional has anything to
fear from the bill, he said.

“We are losing thousands
of Kentuckians to overdoses
of prescription medicine
that is being used illegally,”
Beshear said.

Also Wednesday, Senate
committees recommended
that the full Senate confirm
Beshear’s appointees to sev-
eral boards and commis-
sions. Don Blevins Sr., a
former Fayette County clerk,
was recommended for con-
firmation to the state Per-
sonnel Board.

The full Senate will vote
on the confirmations when
they return Thursday.

Beshear vetoes parts of state budget
Lawmakers still working on road plan


