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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Roshik Merritt, 33, Hopkinsville
Roshik Merritt lives in Hop-

kinsville, but she works at the
Sam’s Club in Clarksville.
While a roughly 30-mile dai-

ly commute could be a strain
for some people, Merritt says
it’s not a big deal for her at all.
“Nah, it’s not too far if you

drive the way I do,” Merritt said
as her mother stood beside
her and nodded.
“It doesn’t take me very

long at all to get there,” Merritt
added, admitting that’s she’s

gotten a
ticket or two
for her lead
foot, a fact
confirmed
by the look
on her
mother’s
face.
Merritt, who doesn’t have

any children of her own, said
her favorite thing to do away
from work is spend time with
her family, including aunts

and uncles. 
That’s one reason Merritt is

“pretty excited” to see the re-
cent snap of great weather.
She said the nice weather

makes grilling out and spend-
ing time with her family much
nicer.
“That’s what we mostly do,”

she said.

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  Contact us at 270-887-3238 or visit
kentuckynewera.com. We’ll take it from there.

False alarms
Oak Grove ordinance 
may penalize citizens.
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HPD officers claim OG fire chief drove through scene of car wreck
BY DAVID SNOW
FOR THE NEW ERA

Oak Grove Volunteer Fire Department
Chief  Greg Bequette was cited Wednesday
for allegedly ignoring directions given to
him by Hopkinsville police officers work-
ing the scene of  a car wreck.
HPD officers had responded to an injury
accident on Pembroke Road at the Pen-
nyrile Parkway overpass when Bequette,

traveling eastbound on Pembroke Road,
came upon the crash.
According to the police
report, officers had no-
ticed nails in the roadway
that fell out of  one of  the
vehicles involved in the
wreck. To prevent cars
from driving over the
nails, officers blocked the
road with a stationary po-

lice vehicle with its emergency lights on.
Bequette allegedly drove around the po-
lice car, into the center median and
around the officer directing traffic.
HPD Sgt. Erik Pacheco, who issued Be-
quette the citation, contacted the Chris-
tian County Emergency Communications
Center to tell Bequette that Pacheco
wanted to speak with him.
“His response to my request to speak
with him was ‘Why?’” the report said.

“Upon contact, I explained why and what
officers observed.”
Bequette was cited for failure to give the
right of  way to an emergency vehicle and
for disregarding signals from officers di-
recting traffic. Bequette could not be
reached for comment. Oak Grove Mayor
Dan Potter declined to comment.

DAVID SNOW is the editor of The Eagle Post of Oak Grove. Reach David 
at 270-887-3295 or dsnow@theeaglepost.us. Bequette

Health report: County fit for Ky.

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A county-by-county survey of
the nation’s health statistics hit
the Internet on Tuesday. From
one perspective, Christian
County’s statistics are jarring.
The county scored signifi-

cantly below the national bench-
mark in premature death rates,
people in poor or fair health,
smoking, obesity, physical inac-
tivity, excessive drinking, deaths
in vehicle wrecks, sexually-trans-
mitted infections, teen births,
preventable hospital stays, un-
employment, children living in

poverty, children in single-parent
homes, inadequate social sup-
port, violent crime rates, limited
access to healthy food, and preva-
lence of  fast food restaurants.
But from another perspective,
this report brings no surprises at
all; it only shows Christian
County is deeply situated in its
time and place. Comparing the
new data with a 2007 statewide
study shows Christian County’s
health has not changed much in
the last five years.

QuickInfo: Healthy Study Results
A study that ranked the health of residents by counties found that Christian
County generally scored far below the national average in most categories.
When you look at the results, however, and compare them to previous stud-
ies and to state averages, the low rankings aren’t all that surprising. Below
are the county’s and state’s scores along with the national average in a hand-
ful of categories covered in the survey.

Christian       Ky.            Nation
Residents in poor or fair health 24% 22% 10%
Adult obesity 31% 33% 14%
Physical inactivity 33% 31% 21%
Adult smoking 28% 27% 14%

Rankings aren’t much different
from state scores, previous years

SEE HEALTH, PAGE A5

‘Fair Housing Month’

Elizabeth Poe
(far right) won
$300 for her
first-place

poster in the
“What Fair

Housing Means
to Me” poster

contest. Katrina
Chavez (right)
received $200
for her second-
place poster.

TOM KANE 

| KENTUCKY NEW ERA

BY TOM KANE
PHOTOJOURNALIST

Art paid off  in a big way for
two local students Wednesday. 
Elizabeth Poe was awarded
$300 for her first-place poster
in the annual “What Fair
Housing Means to Me” poster
contest. Katrina Chavez won
$200 for her second-place de-
sign.
The contest open to middle
school students in Hop-
kinsville and Christian County
was designed to raise aware-

ness for the Fair Housing Act,
which prohibits discrimina-
tion in housing. 
Mayor Dan Kemp and County
Judge- Executive Steve Tribble
presented the awards to the two
winners Wednesday afternoon
at Bradford Square mall. 
Family and friends were
present and the mayor and the
judge-executive signed procla-
mations declaring April “Fair
Housing Month.”

REACH TOM KANE at 270-887-3238 
or tkane@kentuckynewera.com. 

Two poster-makers win $500 combined

JSMC building
wound care center 

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

Jennie Stuart Medical Center is constructing a
wound care center that will specialize in chronic
wounds and nonresponsive conditions.
The center is ex-
pected to be com-
plete by June. 
The hospital is
partnering with
National Healing
C o r p o r a t i o n ,
based in Jack-
sonville, Fla., in
launching its
wound-care pro-
gram. Steve Top-
ping, the center’s
director, said the
program will focus
mostly on chronic
conditions such as
diabetic ulcers or
pressure ulcers
that haven’t
shown progress in
a 30-day period. 
Topping worked
for NHC previously
in Tullahoma,
Tenn., where he
worked for Harton
Regional Medical
Center. He said the
company investi-
gates areas of  the country that don’t have much ac-
cess to wound care. After determining a

“NHC received
this designation
for our
trademarked
wound treatment
protocol that
helped us heal 89
percent of chronic,
long-time wounds
in 16 weeks.”

Steve Topping
Center director n

SEE JSMC, PAGE A5

Soldier released
Man charged with alleged
murder confined to post.
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PACS offers
help with
tax forms

Owensboro firm
busy making 
NCAA T-shirts


