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Beshear equivocates
on transparency

Last November, Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear
pledged that “transparency” would be the new
rule when it came to opening up the state’s sys-
tem of child protective services to more review
and scrutiny.
Less than two months after the previous an-

nouncement, the governor went AWOL on that
pledge as he supported, and tried to explain,
the state’s appeal of Franklin Circuit Judge
Phillip Shepherd’s rulings to release lightly
redacted records of child abuse deaths and se-
rious injuries.
The apparent quick-change action by the

state’s chief executive prompts a question:
Was the governor being straightforward then?
The court battle to have greater access to the

records — undertaken by The Courier-Journal
and the Lexington Herald-Leader, as well as the
Todd County Standard — has dragged on for
two years as the Cabinet for Health and Family
Services has stonewalled and delayed in com-
plying with the judge’s orders to turn over the
documents with only certain information
deleted. In its protracted attempt to illegally
withhold the records, the state has also been
ordered to pay tens of thousands of dollars in
legal fees and fines to the newspaper plaintiffs.
The governor was late to this legal dance,

showing up with his dramatic statement only
after stories about Amy Dye, a Western Ken-
tucky 9-year-old fatally beaten by her adoptive
brother at a home approved by the state, pro-
voked an outcry among public and professionals
alike. Her death had not been included in the
cabinet’s annual report of child abuse or neg-
lect deaths because a parent did not kill her;
records also showed that cabinet officials had
ignored or dismissed reports of the girl’s sus-
pected abuse.
To be fair to the equivocating governor, the

state had sent mixed signals since his trans-
parency pledge. That probably should have
been a clue to his collapse in leadership on this
issue.
“Transparency will be the new rule” had no

sooner left his lips than the cabinet filed a mo-
tion asking for another delay in releasing the
documents he said would be released. They also
asked for more limits to be placed on the infor-
mation they were ordered to release.

The Courier-Journal, Jan. 29

State should van-up
on bus issue

In Kentucky, 717 people died in car wrecks
last year, according to a report from the state
Department of Transportation. Despite that
fact, millions of Kentuckians still drove to work
nearly every day; they still ventured to the gro-
cery store to buy food for their families; and oc-
casionally, they even summoned the courage to
pack up the kids and set off on a weekend get-
away.
We live in a world of risks. Every time some-

body gets into an automobile, a risk is involved,
no matter how small it may be. We realize this,
and we accept it because the alternative is
staying home.
However, the Kentucky Department of Educa-

tion may not be willing to let children assume
the same risks their parents accept almost
every day on the drive to school. A recent regu-
lation enforced by the Kentucky Department of
Education may soon prohibit school districts
from using passenger vans with nine or fewer
seats to transport students. As a result, the reg-
ulation would require districts to use school
buses as the sole mode of transportation.
“The Pupil Transportation Branch must take

the stand that school buses are the safest mode
of transportation in the nation,” reads a state-
ment from the department. “The use of vans in
lieu of school buses has become a significant
issue in recent years.”
Because school buses are the safest possible

form of transporting students, the state would
prevent children from traveling in anything
else. That wouldn’t be a problem, but schools
frequently use rental vans for one simple rea-
son: They make sense.
Many clubs and sports teams don’t need a

full-sized bus. It just isn’t practical to put less
than nine students on a bus that can hold up to
90. Furthermore, paying bus drivers overtime
should come into consideration. The cost could
also include meals and overnight accommoda-
tions for the driver if needed, in addition to in-
creased fuel expenses. Coaches might even be
required to earn their commercial driver’s li-
censes to avoid having to hire bus drivers. But
the state apparently doesn’t understand the
ramifications of this action.
Never mind that cash-strapped schools have

had their funding slashed three years in a row
and the new regulation could mean fewer field
trips, less sporting events and reduced opportu-
nities for children. As far as the state’s con-
cerned, it’s safety first at any cost — even if the
risk is no greater than driving down the road
and the cost is staying home.

Kentucky New Era, Jan. 27
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State of the Union — a free translation
For those fortunate souls who

didn’t have to sit through the
president’s State of the Union

speech last Tues-
day night out of a
sense of duty, or
maybe just
masochism, here is
a brief summary
and free transla-
tion — very free:
Mr. Speaker, Mr.

Vice President,
Members of Con-
gress, distin-
guished guests,
fellow Americans and faithful subjects:
The State of the Union is much better

thanks to my efforts over the past three
years to improve your poor wretched lives
— efforts unparalleled since Abraham
Lincoln, Lyndon Johnson and maybe Mar-
tin Van Buren — to restore our nation’s
economic health. Those efforts have been
highly successful, no matter what you
think. Or feel or see or know.
Thanks to our federal government’s

having invented the fracking process to
extract natural gas from shale forma-
tions, much the way Al Gore invented the
Internet, we are making dramatic
progress in solving the energy crisis and
generally repairing the damage done to
the middle class by the previous adminis-
tration. (Middle Class: a general term for
everyone in the sound of my voice who
can vote.) Rest assured: If anything’s
wrong with this country, it’s George W.
Bush’s fault. But I must be honest: It was-
n’t all his fault. Some of it was Dick Ch-
eney’s.
But now, every day in every way, we’re

getting better and better thanks to my
brilliant leadership. My fellow Americans,
you can take my word for it. Who are you
going to believe, me or those lying unem-
ployment figures? You can feel the
progress. Just look around you, but not
too closely. I told you we would keep job-
lessness below 8 percent, and I only

missed it by a percentage point or two.
Why quibble? Besides, I killed Osama bin
Laden.
I say we can restore an economy where

everyone gets a fair shot, everyone does
their fair share and everyone plays by the
same set of rules, except maybe Solyndra
and a few other companies, banks and in-
vestment houses too big to fail, or that
have political connections with my cam-
paign, or that have had the foresight to
become government sponsored enter-
prises.
We are fast approaching that messianic

time when the oceans begin to recede,
the planet to heal, and payroll taxes are
put off again. Deficits? What’s a few more
millions/billions/trillions between
friends? Pay no attention to that national
debt behind the curtain. Just remember
that I killed Osama bin Laden.
My fellow Americans, if Congress will

just get off its duff and spend more,
there’ll be pie in the sky and enough for
everybody who votes right. This I believe:
American business and industry can com-
pete with anyone in the world if those fat
cats will just pay more taxes, stop exploit-
ing the masses, and generally follow my
orders. Look at Mitt Romney’s tax return,
if you can lift it, and notice all the tax
breaks he gets just for investing in the
American economy. I say to American
business tonight: I’m from the federal
government and I’m here to help you. I
killed Osama bin Laden, didn’t I?
My overseas contingency operations

are completely unlike George W. Bush’s
war on terror despite a certain superficial
resemblance in goals, methods, successes
and everything else. Mainly because the
name is different, and because these
wars — I mean military operations —
are mine.
Just as I vowed, we are going to close

down the stockade at Guantanamo and
refrain from trying war criminals in mili-
tary courts. Just as soon as it’s not too
dangerous and impractical. Maybe by the
next decade, or the next century, or

whenever we’re no longer threatened by
terrorists. Eric Holder at Justice will tell
us when it’s safe.
As not only president of the United

States but governor of each of these
states, I will see to it that we outlaw drop-
outs and keep those little suckers in
school till they graduate and become the
colleges’ problem. Our universities don’t
have to teach near enough remedial
courses as it is. And I killed Osama bin
Laden.
My fellow Americans, we all know

Washington is dysfunctional, and I want
to assure you I have nothing to do with it.
I don’t even live in this town, I just drop
by now and then.
I can’t emphasize this too much: I have

nothing to do with Washington’s petty,
partisan politics. Only those obstruction-
ist Republicans in the House are respon-
sible for all this gridlock. My roots are out
in the country, on the campaign trial.
Now to sum up foreign affairs in 100

words or less: I want to assure all those
brave, freedom-loving heroes who
launched the Arab Spring that we shall
never desert you in your hour of victory,
and until then will exercise the greatest
discretion. We will also prevent those
madmen in Iran from developing a nu-
clear weapon until the very moment they
have one.
I think that about covers it. God bless

you, and may God bless the United States
of America. Did I mention that I killed
Osama bin Laden?
At this point, members of Congress ap-

plaud for 5.7 minutes, and then file out
singing, to the tune of Britannia Rules
the Waves, ‘So-lyn-dra, So-lyn-dra, So-lyn-
dra rules the Sun!’ Followed by the hymn
“How Great We Art.”
The End. Mercifully.

Paul Greenberg is the Pulitzer prize-
winning editorial page editor of the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. His e-mail
address is pgreenberg@arkansason-
line.com.
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