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INDIANAPOLIS — A new state law that
merges three longtime rule-making
boards into a single panel is stoking con-
cerns among business and environmental
groups about what the shift could mean for
Indiana’s environmental regulations.

The Indiana Chamber of Commerce
and the Hoosier Environmental Council —
groups often on the opposite sides of legis-
lative issues — both opposed the bill,
though for different reasons.

Environmentalists fear the shift could
lead to weaker air, water and land pollu-
tion rules, while the chamber worries a fu-
ture administration could use the single
panel to impose tougher rules costly to in-
dustries.

The streamlining legislation, which
Gov. Mitch Daniels signed into law last
month after it sailed through both cham-
bers, disbands about 20 state panels and
commissions. Some of the groups hadn’t
met in years.

But Indiana’s water pollution control
board, air pollution control board and solid
waste management board — panels with a
dozen or more members each — meet sev-
eral times a year to discuss and vote on
rules intended to protect the state’s air,
water and land from pollution.

Starting next January, however, the
three groups will be history and the work
of turning state law and federal policy into
environmental rules will be overseen by
the new Environmental Rules Board,
which will include 16 members appointed
by the governor’s office.

Both groups fear the change will give
the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management greater sway over decisions.

Both also fear the single board will lack
the expertise that exists on the three cur-
rent boards.

“The issues they get into are very
unique to their area, and to have a16-mem-
ber board that would be able to understand
all three disciplines would be very diffi-
cult,” said Vince Griffin, vice president of
energy and environmental policy at the In-
diana Chamber of Commerce.

Jesse Kharbanda, executive director of
the Hoosier Environmental Council, notes
that the water pollution control board last
month passed complex new rules aimed at
protecting the quality of the state’s water-
ways — rules that took years to draft.

The water board reviews rules apply-
ing to operations that range from power
plants to industrial-scale livestock farms.
The air board scrutinizes rules spanning
factory emissions to toxic gases released
by dry cleaners.

The solid waste board handles landfill,
sewage sludge and other issues.

“How do you recruit a board member
who will be sufficiently conversant in
such a broad array of environmental law?”
Kharbanda said.

The Sierra Club’s Hoosier Chapter also
questions whether a single board can
make knowledgeable decisions on the
wide array of issues that will come before
it, said Bowden Quinn, the group’s conser-
vation program coordinator.
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tion, one being family, the other being
community,” Slosberg said before the
start of the Seder at the Highlands con-
gregation.

“For some, community is family,” he
said.

Passover is a weeklong holiday com-
memorating the divine deliverance of
the ancient Hebrews from slavery in
Egypt and the giving of the Ten Com-
mandments to Moses on Mount Sinai.

Slosberg said the festival has a time-
less meaning because many people
throughout the world today are still in
slavery.

“Freedom is engrained in the DNA of
Judaism,” he said.

Jewish families mark the holiday
with a Seder meal. They often hold it
twice, once on the first evening and
again on the second evening.

Passover is generally marked over
seven days in Israel and seven to eight
days in other lands, depending on reli-
gious tradition.

Jeffrey Greenberg, a member of the
congregation, said his family plans to
celebrate the second night of Passover
at home, but they wanted to join in the

communal celebration on the first
night. One of the benefits is being able
to learn new things about the holiday
from the rabbi and other participants,
he said.

Besides, he added, “It makes it a big-
ger family.”

Reporter Peter Smith can be reached at
(502) 582-4469.
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Facility and Event Manager Molly Evancho prepares tables for a communal Seder
dinner at Congregation Adath Jeshurun on Friday. DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

ous, low-paying electronics factories
that feed American consumer habits.

The Rev. John Burke, pastor of Good
Shepherd Catholic Church, said the
Walk for Justice is a highlight of his
Good Friday observances.

“It’s a sign of hope for people who are
struggling with all the problems in the
world, of hunger and injustice,” he said.

Sometimes that struggle can seem
lonely, but the Good Friday walk helps
to show there are others working to alle-
viate social wrongs, Burke said.

“Part of the Way of the Cross is we
have to keep at it and see we are not
alone,” he said.

Reporter Peter Smith can be reached at
(502) 582-4469.

WALK: March links crucifixion, modern-day suffering
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Gwen O’Dea holds a cross during the Way of the Cross: A Walk for Justice on Friday.
Participants focus on modern social issues. MATT STONE/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Jewel Brown and a group of worship-
ers from St. Paul A.M.E. Church in Co-
rydon, Ind., had never tried a Good Fri-
day walk with a cross before.

So it was completely by chance that a
dozen men and women from the tiny
congregation carrying three crosses
into the town’s historic square met up
with a much bigger collection of
churchgoers taking part in a separate
ecumenical observance of Jesus
Christ’s crucifixion.

The crowd of about 100, gathered
near the bandstand, turned when they
saw the Rev. Jerry Robinson, St. Paul’s
pastor, and others walking in a proces-
sion toward them — and broke into ap-
plause.

The unplanned convergence added a
joyous touch to a sun-drenched day.

“What a real blessing,” the Rev. Tim
Johnson, the pastor of Pfrimmers Cha-

pel United Methodist Church, said later
about the group’s arrival.

Churches don’t always get along, but
“on something like this, we can all come
together,” he said.

It was the eighth year Johnson and
several of his members held the Good
Friday observance. The first at Pfrim-
mers included a handful of people,
Johnson recalled.

This year’s attracted about half a
dozen churches and pastors who led
groups from north, south, east and west
of Corydon into the town square for
hymns and prayers. Several people
wore red T-shirts that read “Cross
Walk.”

The procession from St. Paul, 425 E.
High St., was simpler. Robinson, Brown
and several others met at the small
brick church and deposited foil trays of
green bean casserole and lasagna in a
basement dining room. Then they
joined hands in a circle while Robinson
offered a prayer.

The group in turn took up crosses
and sang “Amazing Grace” and other
church tunes as they walked down the
hill seven blocks to the square.

Several parents waiting in the pick-

up line for St. Joseph Catholic School
waved from their cars as the group
passed. Two brown Yorkshire terriers
raced to the sidewalk at one yard, yip-
ping loudly at the walkers.

After participants talked and ex-
changed hugs with friends, a commer-
cial photographer using an extension
pole mounted on his van snapped a pic-
ture of the entire collection, formed
roughly in the shape of a cross.

Then everybody dispersed. The St.
Paul group headed back to its church
home, stopping at times to allow a few
older members to rest.

Robinson, of Jeffersonville, de-
clared the first cross walk a big success.
“I thought it was a wonderful, wonder-
ful idea to do this,” she said. “I was hap-
py to see the turnout that we had.”

Just carrying a cross for a few min-
utes gave the pastor “an inkling of what
Jesus must have felt like when he
walked with the cross,” she said.

More important is the sacrifice
Christ made, Robinson added. “Because
he’s alive, we have everlasting life.”

Reporter Grace Schneider can be reached
at (812) 949-4040.

Eddie L. Wallace Jr., left, sings a hymn as he leads other members of St. Paul A.M.E. Church in Corydon, Ind., on a cross walk on
Good Friday. DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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A 3-year-old boy was shot in the leg Fri-
day evening in western Louisville, accord-
ing to police.

Dwight Mitchell, a spokesman for
Louisville Metro Police, said the boy was
taken to Kosair Children’s Hospital with
what appeared to be nonlife-threatening
injuries.

The shooting occurred about 8 p.m.
near 41st Street and Muhammad Ali Bou-
levard, he said. He said that Second Divi-
sion officers were responding to a report
of shots being fired in the area when they
heard more gunshots, and a woman told
them a child had been shot.

Mitchell said police officers were can-
vassing the area Friday night, and no sus-
pects had been identified.

He said the shooting may have been re-
lated to an altercation between two other
people.

Anyone with information is asked to
call the anonymous tip line at 574-LMPD.
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