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You know it’s spring when
you see flower buds on early-
season trees like Eastern red-
bud.

Despite its name, the native
tree is cold hardy in zones 4-9,
which encompass many of the
nation’s gardening climates. Its
scientific name is Cercis cana-
densis.

Over the years, the landscape
industry has introduced new
varieties under many names:

Oklahoma, Forest Pansy, Ruby
Falls, Hearts of Gold and Bur-
gundy Hearts.

All are gorgeous and like
similar growing conditions —
part shade and moist, well-
drained soil. Redbud does best
when it is planted under taller
trees, like pines. Look in the
woods where the native species
thrive and you’ll see it looking
its best when it’s somewhat
shaded, perhaps getting some
filtered morning sun.

The smaller, weeping form
called Lavender Twist is more

manageable in tight spaces. It
grows 6 feet to 8 feet tall, with
heart-shaped leaves that form
an umbrella shape once the

pink-purple flowers have dis-
appeared. Plant it need a bird
feeder and watch how the birds
use it as a landing strip while

they wait their turn at the feed-
er.

Rising Sun redbud is a new
one that won a 2012 Gold Medal
Plant award (www.goldmed-
alplants.org) from the Penn-
sylvania Horticultural Society.
Its small but showy rosy orchid
flowers appear above smooth
bark; heart-shaped foliage in
tangerine to apricot colors ap-
pear afterward.

Whatever your gardening
style or landscape look, a red-
bud will make an eye-catching
addition to your spring decor.

You’ll know
it’s spring for
sure when you
see early
spring
butterflies
feeding on
redbud
blossoms. MCT

Take a hint from nature in siting redbud trees
GARDENING

By Kathy Van Mullekom
Daily Press (Newport News, Va.)

B
old, dramatic and invig-
orating, Tangerine Tango is
dancing its way into home
decor trends in 2012 with a
punch of reddish-orange

panache.
The hue is a vivacious alternative

to last year’s cheery honeysuckle, and
design experts say it’s easy to in-
corporate into any home.

Pillows, bedspreads and tabletop
accessories in this high-impact color
can add spice to any room. Or add
tangerine appliances and personal
electronics for an unexpected pop of
color, says Leatrice Eiseman, exec-
utive director of the Pantone Insti-
tute, the research arm of the Carl-
stadt, N.J.-based Pantone Inc., which
sets color standards for the home and
fashion industries.

“It’s the perfect color to move us
out of the dull and dreary winter
months and into spring,” says Sabrina
Soto, host of HGTV’s “The High Low
Project.”

Paint/wallpaper
One easy and inexpensive way to

brighten up your home and stay on
top of the trends is to paint an accent
wall in this hot hue.

A bit gun-shy of a tangerine living
room? Secondary rooms, such as
powder rooms and entryways, are
perfect places to experiment with
bold colors, Soto says.

“Surprise your guests with walls
that pop,” she says.

Wallpaper by Pennsylvania-based
York Wallcoverings dives head-first
into the tangerine trend with a variety
of luminescent, metallic gold patterns
set against spicy orange backgrounds.

New Jersey-based Thibaut Design
offers wallpaper in ornate, intricate,
Jacobean paisleys and fanciful
plumed birds in this year’s color, as

well as less dramatic florals set
against a cream background.

Furniture
A lacquered side table or club

chair and ottoman are small yet pow-
erful ways to pop this color into a
room through furniture.

“Sometimes the most subtle of
gestures are the most outstanding,”
says Laura Dailey, vice president of
merchandising with Atlanta-based
Ballard Designs. “Use it on a smaller
piece of furniture … it’s like what a
tie does to a suit, that stand-alone
piece that makes such a grand state-
ment.”

A dark reddish orange, tangerine
goes well with neutrals like grays
and beiges, as well as with distressed
wood finishes, and can be worked
into virtually any era, from Arts and
Crafts to modern minimalism.

Designer Suzanne Kasler, who
partners with Ballard, used a heavy
tangerine linen from the European-
inspired home furnishings retailer to
upholster a pair of tufted slipper

chairs that are pictured with nautical
accents including a seashell-lined
mirror, rattan baskets and large glass
lanterns.

A similar tufted chair can be
found on Ballard’s site starting at
$199, www.ballarddesigns.com.

CB2 makes a parlor chair in
“atomic orange,” www.cb2.com, for
$699, as well as a blood orange “knit-
ted pouf” that Soto likes as a small
seat or ottoman.

She also recommends West Elm’s
cast-aluminum Martini side table
that retails for $123, www.westelm-
.com, and can double as a coffee table
when paired in twos or threes.

Accents
Persian rugs, dishtowels, candle-

sticks and vases are all fun, inexpen-
sive ways to bring tangerine into
your home through accent pieces.

“Try some fresh new towels in
your bathroom,” Soto says. “This fun
color is the perfect contrast to white
tile and porcelain.”

She also likes an orange-and-

cream stoneware vase from Target at
$24.99, www.target.com, and orange
porcelain mini bowls from Crate and
Barrel (http://www.crateandbarrel.com
) for a pop of color in the kitchen at
$1.95 each.

For lighting, Anthropologie offers a
stacked glass table lamp ($298) a la
1970s kitsch in citrus shades, www.an-
thropologie.com, while a more modern
shape can be found in the orange dome
pendant by Kartell, for $263, www.lu-
mens.com.

Throw pillows in a variety of tan-
gerine-esque shades are everywhere,
including traditional stores like Linens
‘N Things, for $69.99, www.lnt.com,
and more untraditional ones like spe-
cialty lighting retailer Lamps Plus, for
$78.91, www.lampsplus.com.

Soto reminds homeowners not to
forget simple touches like a bouquet of
fresh orange tiger lilies or gerbera
daisies.

“A glossy, lacquered, red-orange
serving tray can be the perfect punch
of color for your ottoman or coffee
table,” she says.

Tangerine Tango adds juicy flavor to your walls. AP

TANGERINE DREAM
THIS BRIGHT,
FUN COLOR
IS COMING
TO HOMES

By Sarah Wolfe
The Associated Press

An Arabella in Metallic Gold on
Orange Spice wall pattern is bold,
dramatic and invigorating, AP
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