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Earnest preservation
In 1882, Oscar Wilde visited

Louisville to deliver a lecture
on “The Decorative Arts” at the
Masonic Temple. After an over-
night stay at the elegant Louis-
ville Hotel, he visited a metal
works shop on Market Street
and whiled away the afternoon
at the fashionable home of Em-
ma Keats Speed, niece of the
English poet John Keats.

Would that any of these sites
were still around for us to en-
joy. The Masonic Temple at
Third and Jefferson burned
down in a spectacular and scan-
dalous fire in 1903, to be re-
placed by the Marion E. Taylor
Building. By the Great Depres-
sion, the Speed mansion on
First had become a boarding
house. You can find the old Ah-
rens Trade School there today.
A parking garage has occupied
the site of the metal works shop
since 1991. The Louisville Ho-
tel, on Main, was demolished in
1950 and remained a vacant
eyesore for over 50 years. Op-
eration Brightside used to park
its trucks there in the ’90s. It's
now the Finley Building, home
to Greater Louisville Inc. Iron-
ically, you can see a large pho-
tograph of the long-lost hotel in
its lobby.

It's impossible to say if any
of these buildings would have
been worth saving. But had
they and countless others been
preserved properly rather than
be allowed to deteriorate like
Whiskey Row or succumb to
unimaginative developers,
Louisville's downtown would
be much the richer. How many

tourist dollars have we lost?
Our local preservation laws

have proved adequate over the
last 40 years, so tinkering with
them makes no sense — unless,
perhaps, you're one of those de-
velopers. We've already lost so
many beautiful structures to
wrecking balls. Why subject
our preservation laws to them
as well?

DAVID WILLIAMS
Louisville 40202

Crazy cousins
Every family has a crazy,

stupid cousin whom they do not
want at Thanksgiving dinner.
Given the size of the UK family,
there are just more crazy, stu-
pid cousins. It doesn't make the
whole family candidates for
“treatment.”

KENNETH CAMPBELL
Louisville 40206

Eagles and bridges
Wow. A pair of bald eagles

has built a nest near the site of
the planned East End bridge
project. I'm sure the bridges
authority will soon develop a
revised plan to minimize the
impact of this project on these
majestic birds. I hope it does
not include digging a tunnel un-
der their nesting area and al-
lowing them to roost there rent-
free for 10 years.

WALTER KINDLER
Jeffersonville, Ind. 47130

Correcting course?
Finally, we get the all-impor-

tant correction. Sorry, not cor-
rection of Paul Ryan’s cruel de-
ception in his 2012 budget pro-
posal — but director James
Cameron’s admission that his
99 percent perfect “Titanic”

film does have one error. The
stars in the 1912 sky are posi-
tioned incorrectly, and the 3-D
film version places them per-
fectly. No word about why he
did not cut many minutes from
sprawling scenes of the stars
during the frantic sinking.
Someone wrote that an extra
wore a digital watch in one
frame that was not edited. Who
knows if that is a fact or a tease
to keep Cameron forever in the
cutting room?

Today’s editing is about not-
seeing-the-forest-for-the-trees.
In this instance, self-important
Cameron’s blindsided perspec-
tive. This is certain to guaran-
tee Cameron a ton of mail from
historians, sociologists and
film scholars mentioning more
important considerations than
star placement.

Meanwhile, superstar Paul
Ryan has no plan to go near the
editing room. Word is now cir-
culating that we simply mis-
read Ryan’s fraudulent script
— and Ryan’s wonderful bud-
get proposal will accomplish
miracles by closing countless
loopholes — and saving the Re-
publicans’ sinking ship.

MICHAEL GREGOIRE
Louisville 40207
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EDITORIALS

The Louisville Orchestra’s
sad story continues. The
most recent chapter was

on view this week when man-
agement announced its plans to
begin hiring new musicians to
staff the company for the sea-
son that begins in the fall.

For music lovers, this is a
mixed blessing. Musically,
there has been an eerie silence
in Louisville for the last year.
The opera sang to harpsichords
andpianos.TherewerenoMak-
ingMusicConcerts,forthefirst
time in more than half a centu-
ry.

Outsiders remain baffled by
the intransigence of the board
and the players. Each side en-
gages in aggressive attacks on
the other. And yet, isn’t there
some way that this marriage
can be saved?

Whether it’s possible to hire
more than 50 players is an open
question. Few professional mu-
sicians will defy the players’
union by accepting positions
with the Orchestra under these
circumstances. And given the
historyoftheOrchestra’s labor-
management strife, one won-
ders who would want to work
for the LO, particularly under
these circumstances.

The players are offering
whatseemstobeasensiblepro-
posal, which was submitted to
the board and management last
week.Theycallforbothsidesin
thedisputetoworkwithanarbi-
trator who is an orchestra in-

dustryprofessional.Thatrefer-
ee would presumably break the
impasse through binding rec-
ommendationsontheLO’sman-
agement and the musicians’
contract.

Buttheideawasrejectedout
of hand by management; attor-
ney James U. Smith III de-
clared the process “hopelessly
deadlocked” and at an “im-
passe.” Robert Birman, the Or-
chestra’s CEO, described the
new proposal as “objection-
able” because it did not specify
the number of musicians to be
covered and because it would
have given the negotiator pow-
er to make recommendations
about the management. Per-
haps that’s exactly what this
management needs: some out-
side advice.

In any event, the board’s
“our way or the highway” ap-
proach is wearing thin. At earli-
er stages in the process, it
seemed as if both sides were
making an honest attempt to
reach a solution. Only give and
take seems likely to resolve
this.

What is important for the
board to remain aware of is its
responsibility for managing
and cherishing a community
treasure.Whileitistruethatthe
sizeofthecompanymayneedto
bereduced,treatingtheplayers
as if they were peasants bang-
ing at the gates of the czar’s pal-
ace does nothing to advance the
arts in this community.

Orchestra keeps
slipping away

FORUM FLASHES
It’s all in the oil

Early last week, CBS News aired a report that
heated up a lot of conversations and added sizzle to the

possibilities to eating habits that have trended toward the
steamer and way from the deep fryer. A portion of that re-

port: “Researchers in Spain followed
40,000 people for 14 years and found
the amount of oil they consumed
made no significant difference in the
incidence of heart disease.”

Yes, that flies in the face of just
about everything everybody has
heard about diet and health and food

preparation for a long time, an eon in which the mantra has
been: Frying bad. Now, a study says “not necessarily.”

But here’s the deal — and it’s a big difference in the way
Spaniards and Americans eat. The Spanish don’t use lard,
butter and palm oil for their frying as Americans do. They
use unsaturated olive or sunflower oils, which are much bet-
ter for the human body. If you’re going to fry, use the better
oil.

The Spanish study doesn’t give us permission to start
frying everything. As the CBS doc said, fried foods are still
more calorie- and salt-laden, and that’s not good. And we’re
thinking that even if you dunk it in hot olive or sunflower oil,
a fried Twinkie or Snickers bar still isn’t good for anybody.

Deep fryers at work.

Lettuce and bread

Sure, they were handing out subs, but
others found the tag team of U.S. Rep. Paul

Ryan, R.-Wis., and GOP presidential hopeful
Mitt Romney more of a ham-on-wry combo as

they dispensed sandwiches to Badger State voters
on Tuesday.

“Get some friends to vote with you.
That’s how you can legally vote mul-
tiple times ... and if you want another
sandwich, there are more back there,”
Mr. Romney exhorted his sub custom-
ers — er, supporters.

Only thing is, Wisconsin has an
“election bribery” law that prohibits

gifts whose value exceeds $1 to be given in ex-
change for a vote. Naturally, the state Democrats
formally complained about Mr. Romney’s noblesse
oblige with the subs.

The irony is, Mr. Romney could afford to buy a
sandwich for every voter in Wisconsin without
feeling the slightest pinch on his bank account or
running afoul of Rep. Ryan’s views on deficit
spending. When it comes to lettuce, in or out of the
sub shop, Mr. Romney has yet to hit an iceberg. We
won’t even get into the bread metaphor.

Romney

He shoots, he scores (or tries to)
When last we met here (Feb. 4) to discuss former

Agriculture Commissioner Richie Farmer, it was to
note his attempt to collect unemployment benefits af-

ter his term of office ended. Two points on that: A public
elected official isn’t eligible for payments; and he must not

have gotten the Republican memo about nasty
entitlements.

Speaking of points, we’re back this week be-
cause Mr. Farmer apparently wound up with
scads of Marriott Hotel points after a 2008 con-
vention at a Marriott resort in Lexington. The
gathering was paid for by the Southern Associ-
ation of State Departments of Agriculture and
the Kentucky Department of Agriculture to

the tune of $80,000. Other people’s money earned Mr. Farm-
er 55,000 Marriott points — the equivalent of about $690, or
one to seven nights in a Marriott, depending on the partic-
ular hotel.

There’s a recurring theme in these stories about Mr.
Farmer, whether it’s the one about the missing laptop com-
puters and other equipment he gave back to the state or the
one about getting his girlfriend a $5,000-a-month job on the
state’s dime (that’s a lot of dimes) or the more recent Marri-
ott and unemployment gambits: It seems the former Uni-
versity of Kentucky basketball star is still intent on scoring.

Farmer

The Point Taken bloggers, a
group of former Forum Fellows,
write this week about the shoot-
ing death of Trayvon Martin in
Florida. Read their opinions, and
add your own, by going to
www.courier-journal.com/opi-
nion and clicking on Point Taken.

POINT TAKEN

Fine orchestra
I live on the other side of the

world now and am the associate
principal cellist with the New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra.
But I have played with profes-
sional orchestras in Milwaukee,
Syracuse and Chicago. You
have a fine orchestra in Louis-
ville. Support them and be
blessed by the great music you
hear.

DAVID CHICKERING
Wellington, New Zealand

Real artists
Dan Gediman's April 1 “Or-

chestra's future may lie in its
past” piece is nice enough, but
no cigar. What Louisville de-
serves is an orchestra that
wants to play music — first, sec-
ond and third. You know, real
artists. Obviously, ours didn't
and aren't.

Sorry, it’s over. See y’all in
Cleveland, Bamberg and many,
many cities in between ... how-
ever, not Louisville, Ky.

Shame on all of them.
JOSEPH C. KOPACZ

Louisville 40205

Vision for orchestra
The Louisville Orchestra

plan offered by Dan Gediman in
last Sunday’s Forum is brilliant,
fresh, doable and clean of emo-
tional clutter.

May its acceptance and im-
plementation succeed in clean-

ing out the bad taste of current
orchestra negotiations and initi-
ate a delicious new era for
Louisville's orchestral music.

PAT CHERVENAK
Louisville 40207

Pull plug?
It may be time to pull the

plug on the Louisville Orches-
tra. Meaningful negotiation
seems beyond them. Manage-
ment’s major activity, rather
than making music, is sponsor-
ing two bingo fundraisers each
week. Not much to show for
their generous salaries. Enough
is enough. Let’s start over.

ALAN J. ZEMON
Louisville 40241

MORE LETTERS ON THE ORCHESTRA

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Letters can also be faxed to us at:
(502) 582-4155.
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.
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