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LEXINGTON, Ky. — Keene-
land’s Central Bank Ashland
Stakes typically serves as a final
prep race for the Kentucky Oaks,
but that won’t be the case for Ste-
phanie’s Kitten.

The 8-5 morning-line favorite
for today’s Ashland, Stephanie’s
Kitten never has raced on dirt
and instead is being pointed to-
ward the June 22 Coronation
Stakes at Royal Ascot in England.

Turns out Ken Ramsey, who
owns Stephanie’s Kitten with his
wife, Sarah, has added winning a
Royal Ascot race to his “bucket
list.” He has finished second in
two previous trips there.

“It will be a thrill beyond my
imagination,” Ken Ramsey said.
“That will be a bigger thrill than
probably the Kentucky Oaks,

Ramseys
have big
goal ahead
Stephanie’s Kitten
targets Ascot stakes

ASHLAND STAKES
When: 4:45 p.m. today TV: NBC-3
Where: Keeneland, Lexington

By Jason Frakes
jfrakes@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See ASHLAND, Page C8

ARCADIA, Calif. — The most ac-
complished horse to step onto the
track shortly before today’s
$750,000SantaAnitaDerbywillnot
be favored Creative Cause, though
theracefavoriteisamultiplegrad-
ed-stakes winner who has never
been worse than third.

No, the distinction belongs to
thestableponyaccompanyingsec-
ond choice I’ll Have Another, who
captured the Grade II Robert B.
Lewis in his last start at 43-1. The
pony will be the 11-year-old Lava
Man, a $5.2 million-earner who
won seven Grade I stakes, includ-
ing the Hollywood Gold Cup three
times and who remains the only
horse to win a Grade I race on dirt,
turf and synthetic.

Lava Man — who at $5,268,706
ranks 33rd among all-time horses
who ran at least once in the United
States — is the richest racehorse

Retired
champ
Lava Man
‘coaches’
Gelding ponies up
for his stablemate

SANTA ANITA DERBY
When: 5:41 p.m. today. TV: NBC-3
Where: Arcadia, Calif.

By Jennie Rees
jrees@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See DERBY, Page C6

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Freddie Cou-
ples turned back the clock Friday
— back to 1992 perhaps — during
a seven-birdie second round that
even brought a fist pump from
the 52-year-old and put him in a
tie for the lead with Jason Dufner
at Augusta National.

“Can I win?” Couples said, re-
peating the question that so many
are asking now. “Yeah, I believe I
can, yes.”

He shot 5-under 67, the same
score he posted 20 years ago dur-
ing the second round of what
turned out to be one of the most

crowd-pleasing wins in the histo-
ry of the tournament.

“Standing out there, I said,
‘What the hell,’ a lot. What do I
have to lose here?” Couples said.

Couples has been around the
leaderboard before in his 50s.
Two years ago, he opened with a
66 and became the oldest player
to hold the outright lead after the
first round at Augusta. Last year,
he shot 68 on Friday to push his
way into the top 10.

This time, he heads into the
weekend with a chance to be-
come the oldest major winner.
He’s six years older than Jack
Nicklaus was when he won his
sixth Masters on that unforgetta-
ble Sunday in 1986.

Twenty players in the field

An old master shares Augusta lead

Fred Couples exults after completing Friday’s round at Augusta
National, where he is tied for the lead after two rounds. AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Couples, Dufner lead
stellar group by 1

THE MASTERS
After Friday's second
round at the 7,435-
yard, par-72 Augusta
National Golf Club.
Today's TV: CBS, 3:30-7 p.m.

LEADERBOARD
Player R1-R2-TOT Par

T1. Jason Dufner 69-70—139 -5

T1. Fred Couples 72-67—139 -5

T3. Sergio Garcia 72-68—140 -4

T3. Lee Westwood 67-73—140 -4

T3. Bubba Watson 69-71—140 -4

T3. Rory McIlroy 71-69—140 -4

T3. L. Oosthuizen 68-72—140 -4

T8. Paul Lawrie 69-72—141 -3

T8. Matt Kuchar 71-70—141 -3

T8. M. Jimenez 69-72—141 -3See MASTERS, Page C3

By Eddie Pells
Associated Press

Future University of Louisville point
guard Terry Rozier made a memorable
first impression on the fans in Freedom
Hall last night.

He finished second in the 3-point and
dunk contests and helped his White
team rally to a 130-127 victory over the
Black in the Kentucky Derby Festival
Basketball Classic presented by papa-
johns.com before a crowd of 6,700.

“That was a lot of fun,” Rozier said
with a smile, zipping up his U of L jack-
et after a game that featured 20 of the
country’s top high school players.

The 6-foot-2 Rozier, who is from
Shaker Heights, Ohio, and is the Cardi-
nals’ lone signee in the 2012 class, fin-
ished with 16 points, 13 rebounds, four
assists and three steals and was named
MVP of the White team. He was 6 of 17
from the field.

“I didn’t expect to get a lot of the big
shots, but it was a lot of fun,” he said.
“It’s good to win the game because we
all have to go back to the hotel and talk

some stuff. It was a fun week. There are a lot
of great fans, and we had fun with every-
thing.”

Rozier’s team trailed 59-40 before an18-0
run sparked by four dunks from St. John’s
signee Jakarr Sampson.

The teams were rotating players for six-
minute spans in the 48-minute game, but Ro-
zier went back in for the final 3:13 and
helped deliver the victory. He came up with
a loose rebound under the basket and dished
to Sampson, who scored to give the White
team a 126-125 lead. Rozier then dished to
North Carolina State signee T.J. Warren for
a 10-foot jumper that made it 128-125.

Warren, who finished with 27 points, said
of Rozier: “He’s really good. They’re going
to like him at Louisville.”

Oklahoma State signee Marcus Smart,
who had eight points, 15 rebounds and 11 as-
sists, scored in the final minute to pull the
Black team within 128-127. After a bunch of
fouls to get the White squad into the bonus,
Wisconsin signee Sam Dekker and Indiana-
bound Ron Patterson each missed the front
end of a one-and-one.

The Black team missed three shots for

KENTUCKY DERBY FESTIVAL BASKETBALL CLASSIC

U of L’s future now
looks even Rozier

Terry Rozier, a University of Louisville signee from Shaker Heights, Ohio, tries to steal the ball from North Carolina State-bound Tyler Lewis.
PHOTOS BY DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Point guard shows his versatility, helps rally team to victory
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Rozier showed his new colors during
player introductions. “It was a fun
week,” he said. “There are a lot of great
fans, and we had fun with everything.”

See CLASSIC, Page C8

Future Louisville Cardinal Terry Rozier put
on a show Friday night at Freedom Hall:

16
Points

13
Rebounds

4
Assists

RIGHT AT HOME
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