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The Occupy Louisville move-
ment will spend the next week
looking for a new lawyer and a
new camp site.

At its General Assembly meet-
ing Friday evening, about 20 Oc-
cupy protesters decided that they
would begin looking for a new
place — on either public and pri-
vate land — to pitch their tents in
protest of corporate greed and
the influence of money in poli-
tics.

The move is necessary after
Louisville Metro Government de-
nied the protesters’ permit re-
quest to continue the encamp-
ment at Founders Square, a small
area at the corner of Fifth Street
and Muhammad Ali Boulevard.
The city has given protesters,
who have erected about 20 tents
there, until April 13 to vacate.

At the end of the meeting, Da-
vid Barfield, who signed the
movement’s most recent permit
application, said at least three
protesters would stay at the park
past the deadline and risk arrest.

“I’ve spent the night in jail for
sleeping under a viaduct,” Bar-
field said. “I’d rather be arrested
doing something that is construc-
tive.”

None of the other members
appeared willing to stay beyond
the deadline, although Barfield
said some people could show up
next Friday specifically to chal-
lenge the city’s eviction.

Attorney Chris Harrell filed
an injunction request against
Louisville Metro in January to
prevent protesters from being
evicted then. The city agreed to
extend Occupy’s permit to March
31, so neither the lawsuit nor the
injunction was ever ruled upon.

The lawsuit, which is still ac-
tive, claims that the encampment
is protected speech under the
U.S. Constitution, and the injunc-
tion would prevent the city from
forceably removing protesters.

The protesters said they
would like to pursue the injunc-
tion for the latest eviction notice,
but they’ll have to find a new at-
torney to do so.

Harrell said Friday he will
withdraw as the groups’ lawyer
of record in the lawsuit Monday
morning.

There are other attorneys who
have provided pro bono work to
the group, and protesters now
have to hope one of them will take
up the case.

Harrell told the group that
he’s frustrated it hasn’t raised
money to pay the electric bill and
upkeep of the square.

Reasons cited in the letter re-
jecting Occupy’s permit request
include an unpaid electric bill for
the encampment and that the
group had no plan for how to pay
it; fights and other altercations
that have required a response
from police; and that the move-
ment has prohibited the public
from using the public space.

“I believe in the idea of fight-
ing in court for principle,” Har-
rell told the group. “(But) I’ve
brought this up multiple times in
the past and seen absolutely no
effort. All I see the commitment
for is for people to sleep in a tent.

“I don’t see the organization
that has to happen for this to be a
realistic group.”

Carl Zollner, who lived at the
encampment for three months
before leaving, said Occupy will
still be a viable movement even if
it leaves the public square. He
said the group will still gather in
public to hold its organizational
meetings and protests.

“We will thrive regardless of
this encampment,” he said.

Reporter Dan Klepal can be reached
at (502) 582-4475.
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The move is
necessary because
officials denied the
protesters’ request to
stay camped at
Founders Square.

one being family, the other being commu-
nity,” Slosberg said before the start of the
Seder at the Highlands congregation.

“For some, community is family,” he
said.

Passover is a weeklong holiday com-
memorating the divine deliverance of the
ancient Hebrews from slavery in Egypt
and the giving of the Ten Commandments
to Moses on Mount Sinai.

Slosberg said the festival has a time-

less meaning because many people
throughout the world today are still in
slavery.

“Freedom is engrained in the DNA of
Judaism,” he said.

Jewish families mark the holiday with
a Seder meal. They often hold it twice,
once on the first evening and again on the
second evening.

Passover is generally marked over
seven days in Israel and seven to eight
days in other lands, depending on reli-
gious tradition.

Jeffrey Greenberg, a member of the
congregation, said his family plans to cel-
ebrate the second night of Passover at
home, but they wanted to join in the com-
munal celebration on the first night. One
of the benefits is being able to learn new
things about the holiday from the rabbi
and other participants, he said.

Besides, he added, “It makes it a bigger
family.”

Reporter Peter Smith can be reached at (502)
582-4469.
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Following an old rugged cross, dozens
of people walked quietly through the
streets of downtown Louisville on Good
Friday, re-enacting Jesus’ march to cru-
cifixion and linking it to modern-day suf-
fering and injustice.

The 16th annual Way of the Cross: A
Walk for Justice was sponsored by nu-
merous churches and civic organiza-
tions.

“It recognizes that the suffering of
Christ is something to be remembered in
community and see the ways in which
Christ in others still suffers,” said Aman-

da Proietti, a member of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church.

The march simulates the historic de-
votional practice of the Stations of the
Cross, which recalls 14 episodes on Good
Friday, including Jesus’ trial, march to
the cross, death and burial.

In this walk, participants cited such
things as the sufferings of people without
adequate food or health coverage, vic-
tims of domestic abuse and human traf-
ficking and workers in dangerous, low-
paying electronics factories that feed

American consumer habits.
The Rev. John Burke, pastor of Good

Shepherd Catholic Church, said the Walk
for Justice is a highlight of his Good Fri-
day observances.

“It’s a sign of hope for people who are
struggling with all the problems in the
world, of hunger and injustice,” he said.

Sometimes that struggle can seem
lonely, but the Good Friday walk helps to
show there are others working to allevi-
ate social wrongs, Burke said.

“Part of the Way of the Cross is we
have to keep at it and see we are not
alone,” he said.

Reporter Peter Smith can be reached at (502)
582-4469.

Mary Ann Weisenberger carries a cross during the 16th annual Way of the Cross: A Walk for Justice, which was held Friday in
downtown Louisville. It was sponsored by churches and civic organizations. MATT STONE/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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Good Friday observance. The first at
Pfrimmers included a handful of people,
Johnson recalled.

This year’s attracted about half a dozen
churches and pastors who led groups
from north, south, east and west of Cory-
don into the town square for hymns and
prayers. Several people wore red T-shirts
that read “Cross Walk.”

The procession from St. Paul, 425 E.
High St., was simpler. Robinson, Brown
and several others met at the small brick
church and deposited foil trays of green
bean casserole and lasagna in a basement
dining room.

Then they joined hands in a circle
while Robinson offered a prayer.

The group in turn took up crosses and
sang “Amazing Grace” and other church
tunes as they walked down the hill seven
blocks to the square.

Several parents waiting in the pickup
line for St. Joseph Catholic School waved
from their cars as the group passed. Two
brown Yorkshire terriers raced to the
sidewalk at one yard, yipping loudly at the
walkers.

After participants talked and ex-
changed hugs with friends, a commercial
photographer using an extension pole
mounted on his van snapped a picture of
the entire collection, formed roughly in
the shape of a cross.

Then everybody dispersed. The St.

Paul group headed back to its church
home, stopping at times to allow a few old-
er members to rest.

Robinson, of Jeffersonville, declared
the first cross walk a big success. “I
thought it was a wonderful, wonderful
idea to do this,” she said. “I was happy to
see the turnout that we had.”

Just carrying a cross for a few minutes

gave the pastor “an inkling of what Jesus
must have felt like when he walked with
the cross,” she said.

More important is the sacrifice Christ
made, Robinson added. “Because he’s
alive, we have everlasting life.”

Reporter Grace Schneider can be reached at
(812) 949-4040.
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The Rev. Jerry Robinson, second from left, leads members of St. Paul A.M.E. Church in
Corydon in prayer on Good Friday. DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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