
Jewel Brown and a group of wor-
shipers from St. Paul A.M.E. Church
in Corydon had never tried a Good
Friday walk with a cross before.

So it was completely by chance
that a dozen men and women from
the tiny congregation carrying three
crosses into the town’s historic

square met up with a
much bigger collec-
tion of churchgoers
taking part in a sepa-
rate ecumenical ob-
servance of Jesus
Christ’s crucifixion.

The crowd of
about 100, gathered

near the bandstand, turned when
they saw the Rev. Jerry Robinson,
St. Paul’s pastor, and others walking
in a procession toward them — and
broke into applause.

The unplanned convergence add-
ed a joyous touch to a sun-drenched
day.

“What a real blessing,” the Rev.
Tim Johnson, the pastor of Pfrim-
mers Chapel United Methodist
Church, said later about the group’s
arrival.

Churches don’t always get along,
but “on something like this, we can
all come together,” he said.

It was the eighth year Johnson
and several of his members held the

Eddie L. Wallace Jr., left, sings a hymn as he leads other members of St. Paul A.M.E. Church in Corydon, Ind., on a cross walk on Good
Friday. DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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Churches
join for
procession
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A mysterious river that dodg-
es in and out of Indiana’s second-
largest cave system is getting
federal protection.

The federal government an-
nounced this week that it will buy
244 acres near French Lick that
include part of the Lost River and

its cave system. The government
is buying about 20,000 acres of
natural areas from North Caroli-
na to Oregon.

The Lost River and its cave
system are in the Hoosier Nation-
al Forest in Southern Indiana and
are home to several rare species
of cave fish and insects, includ-
ing a few that have not been
found anywhere else. It’s a wild
and sometimes dangerous area
that some describe as a natural
treasure.

“The Lost River cave system

is one of the most interesting geo-
logical sites in all of Indiana,”
said Angela Hughes, government
relations associate for the Nature
Conservancy of Indiana.

Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack said Thursday that the
purchases will protect clean wa-
ter and fish and wildlife habitat,
absorb private holdings within
wilderness areas and support
outdoor recreation spending that
contributes $14.5 billion annually

Lost River gets protection

See LOST, Page B4

Feds to buy 244
acres in Indiana
By Carrie Ritchie
The Indianapolis Star

Wesley
Chapel Cave
is part of the
Lost River
Cave
system.
The U.S.
government
has bought
the area
and will
protect it.

INDIANAPOLIS — A new state
law that merges three longtime
rule-making boards into a single
panel is stoking concerns among
business and environmental
groups about what the shift could
mean for Indiana’s environmen-
tal regulations.

The Indiana Chamber of Com-
merce and the Hoosier Environ-
mental Council — groups often
on the opposite sides of legisla-
tive issues — both opposed the
bill, though for different rea-
sons.

Environmentalists fear the
shift could lead to weaker air, wa-
ter and land pollution rules,
while the chamber worries a fu-
ture administration could use the
single panel to impose tougher
rules costly to industries.

The streamlining legislation,
which Gov. Mitch Daniels signed
into law last month after it sailed
through both chambers, dis-
bands about 20 state panels and
commissions. Some of the
groups, such as a water shortage
task force, hadn’t met in years.

But Indiana’s water pollution
control board, air pollution con-
trol board and solid waste man-
agement board — panels with a
dozen or more members each —
meet several times a year to dis-
cuss and vote on rules intended
to protect the state’s air, water
and land from pollution.

Starting next January, howev-
er, the three groups will be histo-
ry and the work of turning state
law and federal policy into envi-
ronmental rules will be overseen
by the new Environmental Rules
Board, which will include 16
members appointed by the gov-
ernor’s office.

Both groups fear the change
will give the Indiana Department

Boards’
merger
creates
worry
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Pollution panels
will become one
By Rick Callahan
Associated Press

Neither Kentucky nor
Indiana is very well pre-
pared to handle how cli-
mate change might affect
water resources, accord-
ing to a new study from
the Natural Resources
Defense Council.
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While many Jews were sitting
down at family dining tables Friday
evening to mark the start of Pass-
over, several dozen gathered at Con-
gregation Adath Jeshurun to com-
memorate the biblical tale of oppres-
sion and deliverance.

The ritual meal, known as a Seder,
includes the traditional symbolic
foods and liturgical readings associ-

ated with the festival.
The communal gathering is de-

signed for those who want to cele-
brate together for various reasons,
said Rabbi Robert Slosberg. Some
may live alone or have difficulty
cooking because of age or disability,
while others may be visiting from
out of town or are inquiring about Ju-
daism.

“The communal Passover com-
bines twovaluesof thecongregation,

A Passover Seder text called the Haggadah is next to a ceremonial Seder plate with foods
symbolizing aspects of the holiday. PHOTOS BY DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Adath Jeshurun marks start of
Passover with communal meal
By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Rabbi Robert
Slosberg of
Congrega-
tion Adath
Jeshurun
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