
Collision near Pennyrile Parkway
leaves severe damage
Two vehicles collided on Fort Camp-

bell Boulevard near the entrance to
Pennyrile Parkway Saturday, leaving
severe damage to one of  the cars. 
Whitney Niles, 21, was approaching

the parkway from the south in her
2004 Buick and turned left toward the
on-ramp. She collided with a 2012
Chevrolet Camaro that was passing
through a green light just next to the
on-ramp. 
Robert Johnson, 42, was driving the

Camaro, which struck Niles on the
front right bumper and left moderate
to severe damage, according to a Hop-
kinsville Police Department report.
The crash left severe damage to John-
son’s vehicle, which was traveling at
30 to 40 mph. 
Niles later said she wasn’t paying at-

tention while making the turn and
failed to yield to Johnson though she
also had a green light. First aid was
provided by Christian County EMS
and injured parties were removed to
Jennie Stuart Medical Center. 

Cars collide outside gas station 
on Fort Campbell Boulevard 
A pair of  cars collided outside a Max

Fuel gas station on Fort Campbell
Boulevard Saturday, leaving severe
damage to one car and sending a pas-
senger to Jennie Stuart Medical Center. 
Brian Weider, 21, was turning north

into traffic in his 2006 Ford Focus
when he struck the front passenger
side of  a 2005 Ford F-150 truck, driven
by Edgardo Perez of  Guthrie. The col-
lision left moderate damage to Perez’s
vehicle and severe to Weider’s, ac-
cording to an HPD report.
A passenger in Weider’s vehicle

complained of  lower left leg pain and
was taken to Jennie Stuart Medical
Center for care.  
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A contractor for the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
plans to restrict traffic to one lane on Interstate 24 in Lyon
County starting today.
The lane restrictions at various locations from about

the 45-mile marker to about the 56-mile marker are to
allow concrete pavement repairs.
Initial work will be on the eastbound lanes near the 52-

mile marker. This work zone will move to various other
sites along the eastbound lanes between the 45- and 56-mile

markers over about the next two weeks. The work zone will
then move to the westbound lanes along this section.
KYTC will attempt to provide updates as appropriate.
Motorists should be alert for slowing and merging traf-

fic along this seven-mile section of  I-24 through Lyon
County. Appropriate caution is required where equip-
ment, flaggers, and construction personnel are on the
roadway in close proximity to traffic flow.
This work zone will include a reduced speed limit with

an enhanced enforcement presence.
Work along this section of  I-24 is expected to take about

three weeks to complete, weather permitting.
Timely traffic advisories for the 12 counties of  KYTC

Highway District 1 are available by going towww.face-
book.com/kytcdistrict1. You do not have to be a Facebook
member to access this page.
Timely traffic advisories for the 11 counties of  KYTC

Highway District 2 are available by going towww.face-
book.com/kytcdistrict2. You do not have to be a Facebook
member to access this page. 

STORY FROMThe Crittenden Press.

I-24 work will restrict traffic beginning today
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A Hopkinsville man was charged
with disorderly conduct and menac-
ing after yelling to his neighbors that
he would murder them and barricad-
ing himself  inside his apartment, ac-
cording to a Hopkinsville police
report.
Police were called to the Campbell

Place Apartments around midnight
Saturday after neighbors reported
Michael Cunningham, 49, yelled that
he would murder them.
Cunningham then barricaded him-

self in his apartment and started
yelling at police, causing more resi-
dents in different buildings to be
alarmed, the report states.
A SWAT team was called in and

managed to remove Cunningham
from the apartment without anyone
being injured.
Cunningham has been charged with

menacing and second-degree disor-
derly conduct. 

Local man accused of assaulting,
threatening wife
Twione Newell, 20, was arrested

Sunday morning on McPherson Av-
enue for allegedly attacking and
threatening his wife after she told
him she wanted a divorce, according
to a Hopkinsville police report.
Newell allegedly hit his wife, Shan-

non Newell, in the face with car keys,
the report said. Shannon Newell told
police she was able to drive away as
her husband threatened to kill her
several times. 
Newell allegedly pulled her out of

the car and hit her in the face, leav-
ing a bruise on the right side of  her
lip. 

BY ELI PACE
NEW ERA EDITOR

The featured speaker at the NAACP’s
Founders Day program, the Rev. Mar-
vin E. Barner Jr. said bluntly Sunday
that the African-American community
must focus on construction, not de-
struction.
After Kia Brewer, a Christian County

High School senior, gave a presentation
about the history of  the NAACP at the
Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Barner
delivered an energetic speech where he
started by warning the crowd, “It’s
about to get ugly.”
Barner, a pastor from Murray who

graduated from Hopkinsville High
School in 1988, summed his message up
with one simple statement: “You can’t
be joyous if  you are jealous.”
“The largest cause of  our people not

getting to where they need to be is not
high blood pressure. It’s not diabetes.
It’s not the Klan. It’s not the police de-
partment, but it is jealousy,” Barner
said. “Every time you turn around, one
of  us is under attack, and not by
strangers but by our own people.”
Barner was talking about African-

Americans who criticize their neigh-
bors, who gossip about their brothers,

who tear down other African-Ameri-
cans. He didn’t hold back when he said
people who do this are jealous of  the
blessings God has bestowed on others
— be it nice clothes, fancy cars, popu-
larity, ability or prosperity.
“When it comes to the African-Amer-

ican community, we’re killing each
other and not even realizing it,” Barner
said after the program.
Barner’s message came with a

pointed call to the black community for
unity. He asked African-Americans to
focus on themselves, their dreams, their
blessings and what they can do to im-
prove their community rather than de-
stroying the lives of  people living
beside them.
“You have to realize jealousy is not

helping you,” he said.
During the program, Barner also

made a quick reference to the shooting
of  Trayvon Martin, a black teen, by
George Zimmerman, a neighborhood
crime-watch captain. The shooting in
Sanford, Fla., has sparked outrage
across the nation and raised questions
about race, but Barner cautioned peo-
ple in the crowd Sunday to be mindful
of  how they frame the shooting and to
focus on the issues, not race.
“For years we have been killing our-

selves. Those church people who walk
past all the crime areas and walk right
into church have ignored the problem.
There comes a time when we need to
concentrate on the issues and stop look-
ing at race,” Barner said, 

The same God
who forgives us
will be the same
God who for-
gives Zimmer-
man, Barner
added.
After the pro-

gram, the Rev.
John Banks Jr.,
president of  the
Hopkinsville-Chris-
tian County
branch of  the
N A A C P ,
spoke about
the role of
the NAACP.
He said
Founders
Day pro-
vides a
chance for
people to re-
flect on the history and the mission of
the organization that began in 1905 and
fights for equality of  all races today.
Banks said it’s important to remember
where the group came from, where we
are and where we need to go.
“We’re here to let people know that

we’re still in existence, we’re still here,
we’re still fighting for civil rights be-
cause injustice and discrimination
haven’t gone away,” Banks said. “As we
say, ‘An injustice anywhere is an injus-
tice everywhere.’”
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Founders Day speaker says let go of jealousy
Local event reminds 
people of the history, 
mission of NAACP

Barner
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On the Web:
To hear the Rev. Marvin Barner’s Founders Day 
speech, go to www.kentuckynewera.com

Local man arrested
after barricading
himself in home
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Bunco players from
as far as Louisville
joined more than 60
people for the 2012 Ken-
tucky Bunco Bash at
the James E. Bruce
Convention Center this
weekend. The event
raised money for the
Pink Ribbon Network,
a local breast cancer
support group. 
“We wanted people to

come and have a good
time and enjoy being
here,” said Ann Isom,
member of  the Pink
Ribbon Network. “We
hope they learn what
the Pink Ribbon Net-
work does for the com-
munity and then be
able to help others with
breast cancer.”
The tournament

began with door prizes
and games on Friday
then lasted the major-
ity of  the day on Satur-

day with final games
on Sunday.
“There are people

who come in from out
of  town and they want
to play for the entire
weekend,” said Isom. 
Around $6,000 was es-

timated to be raised
from the event, said
Cheryl Cook, executive
director of  the Hop-
k insvi l l e -Chr is t ian
County Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau,
which cosponsored the
event. 
“I think it went well,”

Cook said. “So many of
the ladies have gone
through cancer and
that’s what makes it so
special. Almost every-
one said they would be
back next year and the
locals said they would
bring more people to
come.”
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for breast cancer
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Gloria Davis rolls dice in a game of bunco Sunday afternoon at the James E. Bruce Con-
vention Center during the 2012 Kentucky Bunco Bash.
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The Oak Grove Tourism
Commission hosted a spring
meeting of  the Kentucky Fes-
tivals and Events Associa-
tion on Friday, and may serve
as the host site for the orga-
nization’s annual meeting in
November 2013.
The meeting was the sec-

ond annual spring meeting
for KFEA. Participants were
given a tour of  Fort Camp-

bell in the morning, then re-
turned to the Valor Hall Con-
ference and Event Center for
lunch and afternoon infor-
mation sessions.
The Oak Grove Tourism

Commission is one of  22 as-
sociate and nonprofit organi-
zations that are members of
the KFEA, along with the
Hopkinsville Division of
Parks and Recreation and the
Todd County Community Al-
liance.
OGTC director Traci Cun-

ningham represents region
one on the KFEA board of  di-
rectors. That region includes
the western Pennyrile and
Jackson Purchase areas of
western Kentucky. Her term
expires in November 2013.
KFEA members came from

Louisville, Shepherdsville,
Munfordville and Hod-
genville to hear ideas and
discuss marketing tech-
niques to bolster their festi-
vals’ attendance.
Those speaking at the

spring meeting included
Bernie Starr, advertising
consultant for The Eagle
Post; Tommy Philpot of
Lynn Imaging and Monster
Colors, who also serves on
the KFEA board of  directors;
and Ryne Dunkelberger, who
works for Kentucky State
Fair media relations and
spoke on the power of  social
media in promotions.
“We had a lot of  useful 

Tourism hosts state festival association
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