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Changes to the number of staff
allocated to each school within
the Bardstown Independent
School District will likely be min-
imal next year, with no teachers
losing their jobs, Assistant
Superintendent Joey Downs said. 

Superintendent Brent Holsclaw
introduced the staffing allocations
at the Bardstown School Board
meeting Tuesday. The allocations
are based on February enrollment
projections, and may change as
the number of students expected
in the fall changes. 

As the numbers stand now,
Bardstown Primary is expected to
lose two teachers while
Bardstown Elementary gains two. 

“The primary school’s numbers
were down a little bit,” Downs
said, “but we’re not going to lose
any staff because of resignations

and retirements.”
The changes are primarily

attributed to an unusually large
class of 244 third-graders entering
the elementary next year. The ele-
mentary will lose 183 fifth-
graders to the middle school but
gain 244 students, Downs
explained. 

The high school and middle
school aren’t projected to change
the number of staff at all, accord-
ing to Downs. 

Three related arts teachers at
the primary school are not part of
the allocation, but additional to
the allocation, Superintendent
Brent Holsclaw explained.

The board approved the alloca-
tions. 

Bardstown Middle School 
Like all the district’s schools,

Bardstown Middle is focusing on
collecting data more frequently

Nelson County EMS transported
Oliver to the Flaget Memorial
Hospital emergency room. Lewis
said she may have gone to
University Hospital Wednesday to
see a specialist about the tip of one
of her fingers. 

“Her finger looked like it was
gone in the picture — the tip of it,”
Lewis said, referring to a photo-
graph he took at the scene. 

Oliver suffered lacerations to her
legs and forearms, but especially to
her hands and fingers, which
appeared to have been bitten,
Lewis said. 

Police reported that the male pit
bull, named Paco D. Taco, broke its
chain and attacked Oliver’s dog.

When Oliver tried to defend her
dog, the pit bull turned on her,
Lewis said.

“I have been told that she actual-
ly bit the dog in the ear to get the
dog off,” McCubbin said. 

A witness reported the dog was
attacking Oliver at the time, but
after she bit it, the dog let her go,
Lewis confirmed.

The pit bull may have also
injured its owner, Cynthia
Birkhead, 33, Bardstown, who tried
to pull the dog off Oliver.

“EMS checked her out,” Lewis
said, noting Birkhead appeared to
have cuts or injuries to her hands.
“You could tell that she had been
pulled on the ground.”

Lewis was unsure how long
Birkhead has owned the dog. 

“She said she bought it from a
friend, but it was a rescue dog,” he
said. 

When Paco D. Taco was brought
to the Nelson County Animal
Control facility, Humane Society
of Nelson County Humane
Education Coordinator Laura
Higgason started to investigate its
history. It had a microchip regis-
tered to Metro Animal Services in
Louisville, so she gave that agency
a call.  

“This particular dog with this
particular microchip was confiscat-
ed in 2009 as a puppy,” she said.
Though she didn’t know why the
dog was confiscated, she knew he
and several other animals were
taken from a backyard breeder —
someone who breeds dogs at home
as opposed to a professional breed-
er. The dog was later returned to
that breeder by court order. 

Higgason, who is also a dog
trainer and veterinary technician,
wasn’t sure how the dog made its
way to Birkhead, but the microchip
was never registered with an ani-
mal rescue nor did the breeder reg-
ister it to his or her name. 

Since Paco D. Taco arrived at the
animal shelter Higgason has
observed its behavior.

“He actually does not seem peo-
ple-aggressive at all,” Higgason
said. “He is definitely dog- or ani-
mal-aggressive — that much we
have witnessed.”

The attack has rekindled a peren-
nial debate about whether pit bulls
are inherently dangerous dogs. 

Higgason says they’re not.
“Any type of a terrier, you need

to be careful around cats or other
small animals,” she said. “The ter-
rier was bred to have a high prey
drive.” 

But McCubbin said this is not an
isolated incident. 

“I know people say, ‘Well, you’re
picking on them because it’s a pit
bull,’ but unfortunately the pit bull
continues to live up to its name,” he
said. 

On April 9, the Bardstown Police
Department responded to a report
of a pit bull bite on Rainbow Court,
and on April 12 two pit bulls were
reported to be jumping and snap-
ping at kids on Lucy Drive. But no
one was bit during the second inci-
dent, and no reports were made by
police officers on either call.

“It’s just my personal opinion —
they have no business in an area
like downtown Bardstown,”
McCubbin said of pit bulls.

Higgason argued that any
species of dog can be aggressive,
even little dogs — but the impact of
bites from bigger dogs such as pit
bulls or rottweilers is simply more
severe.  

“The American pit bull terrier is
probably the most exploited,
abused breed that we have in this
country, and they really do have a
bad reputation, but any dog has the
potential for this,” she said. 

The Humane Society discour-
ages chaining dogs, Higgason
added. 

“Chaining of dogs, even for a
short period of time, really encour-
ages territoriality,” she said. “A dog
that is chained is much more likely
to bite.”

Four dogs were quarantined at
the shelter Wednesday afternoon
— Paco D. Taco; another pit bull
that reportedly bit a child’s hand as

it was going after a basketball; and
an Australian shepherd that bit a lit-
tle girl when she reportedly ran up
behind it, holding a plastic golf
club above her head. Higgason was
unsure why the fourth dog, an
Australian cattle dog, was quaran-
tined. 

The shepherd and the pit bull
were released back to their owners
Thursday.

Lewis said Wednesday he wasn’t
planning to file any criminal
charges against Birkhead. 

“It was a pure accident — the
dog just got vicious, trying to get to
her,” he said, noting that Birkhead
seemed quite upset about the
attack. 

Paco D. Taco will be quarantined
for 10 days in accordance with
health department regulation, but
the dog’s future after that is unclear.
Higgason said she wasn’t sure
whether the owner would want her
dog back.

“Unless a judge or somebody
rules that this dog cannot go back
to this person, I think the owner can
reclaim the dog,” Higgason said,
adding she wasn’t 100 percent sure
about the rules. 

But if the dog is released, it can
be listed as a vicious dog, with the
owner mandated to follow certain
requirements, Higgason explained. 

Kentucky Revised Statute
258.235 states that if a court deter-
mines a dog to be vicious and
allows it to be returned to its owner,
the dog “shall be confined in a
locked enclosure at least seven (7)
feet high or a locked kennel run
with a secured top. The dog may
leave the enclosure only to visit the
veterinarian or to be turned in to an
animal shelter. The dog shall be
muzzled if leaving the enclosure
for either of these purposes.”

Animals up for adoption at the
Humane Society of Nelson County
are tested to ensure they are safe. 

“We do a fairly stringent tem-
perament test before we put them
up for adoption,” Higgason said.
Animals with violent pasts are usu-
ally too much of a liability to put up
for adoption. 

One pit bull was up for adoption
at the Humane Society Wednesday,
along with a few likely pit mixes.
The full-blooded pit bull loves
playing with the smaller dogs at the
Humane Society, Higgason said.
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>> Attack
From Page A1Man attacks sister, binds her

hands and feet with duct tape
STAFF REPORT

A woman dialed 911 with her
nose after her brother allegedly
attacked her and bound her hands
and feet with duct tape shortly
after midnight Wednesday. 

Jake Black, 19, Bardstown,
allegedly came up behind the
woman in her
Leroy Drive resi-
dence and put a
knife to her throat.
After a brief strug-
gle, he choked her
until she passed
out, a press release
from the
Bardstown Police
D e p a r t m e n t
alleges. 

The woman told police that
when she awoke, she had been
dragged into the bathroom and

her hands and feet were bound
together. She was able to break
free but Black allegedly attacked
her again and bound her hands
and feet with clear duct tape. 

When police arrived, they
reportedly found her still
restrained, saying her brother was
threatening suicide. 

Black was reportedly discov-
ered in the residence’s garage,
lying next to the exhaust pipe of a
car with the engine running. He
was unarmed and taken into cus-
tody. 

Black was lodged in the Nelson
County Jail and charged with
first-degree wanton endanger-
ment and second-degree unlawful
imprisonment. 

As of Thursday morning, Black
was being held on a $25,000 cash
bond, and was scheduled to go to
court that day.

Jake Black
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