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The New Hope Food
Bank continues to provide
for its patrons in need of
food, supplies and services,
despite slaps on the wrist
from the Feeding America
program and United Way of
Nelson County. 

Past concerns are now
behind them, food bank
Director Carmel Cecil said.

“We’ve fought through it.
We’ve been here since ’85.
We don’t intend for anybody
to shut us down,” she said. 

On Monday morning, at
least five of the food bank’s
estimated 100 volunteers
were hard at work, labeling
canned foods, stocking
shelves and unloading card-
board donated by Corvin’s in
Bardstown. The cardboard
will be recycled with funds
returning to the food bank,
according to Cecil, who said
the organization can collect

$1,000-$1,500 a month
through these donations.

Volunteers often work in
the same groups on set days
of the week, and some take
on specific projects, Cecil
explained. 

“They’re all a good

bunch, and they’ve been
faithful,” she said.

The organization not only
provides free food to those
who need it — it also oper-
ates a store with discounted
food and supplies, such as
toiletries and adult diapers,

and a thrift store next door
brings in revenue for the
food bank.

Addressing concerns 
In September 2011,

Feeding America,
Kentucky’s Heartland, sus-
pended the food bank from
purchasing its food for a six-
month period. 

Cecil acknowledged in a
meeting with United Way in
November that volunteers
had stocked the food store,
rather than the food bank,
with some Feeding America
food items that were not sup-
posed to be sold. She also
acknowledged a donation
box was in clear sight in the
food pantry, where a volun-
teer also reportedly asked
clients to make donations.
This was against Feeding
America policy, and Cecil
said in November she had
asked the volunteer not to
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Nick Egrow stocks the shelves at the New Hope Food Bank Monday. Egrow has volunteered at the food bank since
2009, and many of his family members have volunteered there.

Food bank continues to help needy after controversy

“
We’re still open. We’re still trying to help people. That was
our goal from day one. It’s a struggle, but we will survive.

CARMEL CECIL, NEW HOPE FOOD BANK DIRECTOR
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New Hope Food Bank Director Carmel Cecil is pictured in
the food pantry, where needy patrons are not asked to
pay for their food. Another section of the facility has a
food store, where food and supplies are sold at discount-
ed prices.

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED: One man’s journey to fight for veterans who fall through the cracks
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

As a former soldier, Dan
Lyons has experienced first-
hand the troubles his fellow
veterans face when they
return home.

According to Lyons,
many with whom he served
in the Vietnam War are the
ones who are discarded and

aren’t provided as many ben-
efits as they should receive.
In turn, some of those veter-
ans fell upon hard times and
became homeless. 

In order to provide a voice
for his fellow servicemen,
Lyons, of Reno, Nev., has
taken it upon himself to
stand up for those who often
times are forgotten, fall
through the cracks and end

up destitute. 
To truly understand what

they go through, Lyons
decided to walk from Reno,
Nev., to Washington D.C., to
personally meet with legisla-
tors to try to get something
accomplished on the issue of
homeless veterans, pro-
grams and opportunities
provided to them. 

He left Reno Jan. 3 and is

set to make it to Washington
D.C. by June 7. Once in
Washington, Lyons has
appointments to meet with
U.S. Sen. Dean Heller,
Congressman Mark Amodei
and U.S. Sen. Harry Reed

“Sometimes you just have
to walk the walk and talk the
talk,” Lyons said. “That’s the
only way, I felt, I could actu-
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Paco D. Taco, a male pit bull who attacked a
woman and killed her dog Tuesday afternoon in
downtown Bardstown, peeks through the fence in
an enclosure at Nelson County Animal Control,
where he will be kept for 10 days. The future of the
dog is uncertain.

Pit bull attacks
woman, kills
her dog
Attack rekindles debate concerning 
danger of pit bull breed
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

A woman’s screams drew neighbors to a downtown
Bardstown alley Tuesday afternoon as a pit bull bru-
tally attacked her and her dog.  

Blood was everywhere when Bardstown Police
Chief Rick McCubbin arrived on the scene. By that
time, Denise Oliver, 58, had made it back to her
condo at the end of the alley, and the pit bull’s owner
had shut it in a garage —
but Oliver’s dog, reported-
ly a small hound, was
dead. 

“A veterinarian did
show up on the scene, but
it was far too late,”
McCubbin said.

The attack happened
shortly before 5 p.m.
Tuesday in an alley con-
necting Broadway and
Flaget Avenue behind McCubbin’s house. He said he
had often seen Oliver walk her dog down that alley. 

“I heard the screams in my home and I thought at
first … it was neighborhood kids,” he said.
“Neighbors started banging on my front door saying
a pit bull was loose and had attacked a woman, and I
grabbed my gun and my radio.”

Maj. Ray Lewis was on scene, along with a crowd
of neighbors. 

See NEW HOPE, page A4

See WALKER, page A4

See ATTACK, page A2

Woman
reportedly bit
pit bull’s ear
to get it to
release her.
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Dan Lyons sorts
through some of
the appointments
he has with
Washington, D.C.
legislators. Lyons
has been walking
from Reno, Nev.,
since Jan. 3 and
is set to make it
in Washington by
June 7.


