
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Officials are seeking one
or more suspects in the van-
dalism of a newly renovated
Little League field at Dean
Watts Park last weekend.

Nelson County Little
League Inc. President Jason
Floyd said tire tracks on
Little League field No. 2
indicate a small truck or
small SUV drove in circles
through the outfield and
infield, pulling up sod and
sod netting and tearing up a
portion of the infield, dam-
aging a sprinkler head. 

“The last time we know
that somebody had been out
there was a league coach
was out there at approxi-
mately 6 or 6:30 p.m.
Saturday night, and he said
everything was copasetic,
and another coach was out
there at about 2 p.m. on
Sunday and said that the
field had been torn up,”
Floyd said. 

Bardstown Police Officer
Jason Ellis was dispatched
to the area at 6:54 p.m.
Sunday, according to Nelson
County Dispatch. The width
of the tire tracks provided
some clues as to the type of
vehicle. 

“It was either a truck or
SUV, obviously, some type
of four-wheel drive vehicle,”
confirmed Ellis, who is also
a Little League coach. Ellis
said there was little other
evidence as to the identity of
the culprit or culprits as of
Sunday afternoon.

Nelson County Sheriff’s
Dep. Reese Riley is con-
ducting the investigation.
According to Floyd, Riley is
also a coach. 

The renovation took place
in November or December.
The cost of the field renova-
tion, including leveling it
and expanding the outfield,
was about $8,000, Floyd
estimated. Once an outfield
fence is installed, the total
renovation will cost
$15,000. 
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Keith Willett, president of
the Nelson County Fair
Board, decided he wanted to
help the tornado victims of
West Liberty.

He began calling people
on the West Liberty Fair
Board and finally reached
Ruford Abner, a member of
the New Beginnings Church
of God in West Liberty. With
a place for donations to go,
Willett went on the West
Liberty City Hall website to
find out what was needed.
Willett then distributed 150
fliers with a list of those
items and spread the word in
Nelson County.

By Friday, he had almost
two trucks packed with
another truck on stand by at
Samuels Hall at the Nelson
County Fairgrounds. Items
included clothing, school
tables, dry goods and toys. 

“I just wanted to help

these people out,” Willett
said. “We are leaving at 5
a.m. (Saturday) and we’ll
deliver the donations to New
Beginnings Church of God
and anything we have left
over will go to the Index
Community Church in
Index.” 

Willett credits everyone at

the Nelson County Fair
Board with helping pack and
wrap the donations, and
credits Darleene Wimsett for
making it happen. 

“I don’t know if I did all
that, but I am just glad we
could do our part,” Wimsett
said. 
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Donated items from Nelson County are packed into one of two trucks Keith Willett took
to West Liberty Saturday morning.

Man allegedly pushes children toward
police officer before fleeting on foot
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A stroller with two small
children inside was alleged-
ly pushed at a police officer
as a man tried to flee the
officer Thursday night. 

The 2-
year-old and
10-month-
old inside
the stroller
were not
injured, and
w e r e
released to
their mother
after David
C. Moran,
27, Bardstown, was arrest-
ed on charges of second-
degree wanton endanger-
ment, parole violation,

first-degree fleeing or
evading police and disor-
derly conduct. 

According to a press
release from the Bardstown
Police Department, about
10:30 p.m., police respond-
ed to a complaint of a disor-
derly man in a white T-shirt
in the area of 803 W.
Broadway Ave. Moran had
allegedly been pushing the
stroller back and forth in
the area, with the children
inside. 

“The complaint was that
he was outside yelling very
loudly on a cell phone,”
Capt. Tom Roby said. 

Officer Patrick Stucker
allegedly encountered
Moran in the area and when
he discovered Moran had
an active arrest warrant for

a parole violation on a
felony offense, Moran
allegedly tried to flee on
foot, pushing the stroller in
Stucker’s direction. The
press release states that
Stucker secured the stroller,
then pursued Moran. 

“He attempted to Tase
him first time, didn’t make
good contact. While he was
chasing him he reloaded his
cartridge,” Roby said. After
Stucker Tased Moran a sec-
ond time, Moran reportedly
resisted no further and was
taken to the Nelson County
Jail.

As of  Friday afternoon,
it was unclear whether the
children were in any way
related to Moran or why
they were with him. 

David C.
Moran

Nelson County donations head to West Liberty

Clockwise, from left, Susie Redmon, Keith Willett, Mark
Young, John Figg and Justin “DD” Ruth pack up collected
donations at Samuels Hall at the Nelson County
Fairgrounds. Willett and another volunteer took two
trucks and delivered them to West Liberty Saturday.

Newly renovated Little League field vandalized

See FIELD, page A10


