
Waged eight-year
battle with brain 
cancer
PETER W.ZUBATY
pzubaty@kystandard.com

Steve Hart dedicated
more than half his life to
Bethlehem High School and
its students, becoming inter-
twined with the school’s
community forever.

“He was Mr. Bethlehem,”
said Tom Hamilton, the

school’s principal.
Hart, 53, died early Friday

after waging an eight-year
battle with brain cancer, out-
living 99 percent of the pop-
ulation diagnosed with such
a tumor, his brother, William
“Bev” Hart said.

“He had great skills with

teaching, whether it be cal-
culus or basketball,” Bev
Hart said. “He just had a
way about him to inspire
kids … to get kids to feel
good about themselves.”

Hart began his career at
the school in 1982 as a
mathematics teacher, and he

quickly became involved
with athletics, serving as
assistant girls’ basketball
coach for a few years before
taking over the program in
1986 in a tenure that lasted
until the 2006-07 season. 

“I don’t remember any-
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Longtime Bethlehem educator, coach dies at 53

Steve Hart, former Bethlehem High School educator and
coach, died Friday after battle cancer.

“
He just had a way about him to inspire
kids … to get kids to feel good about
themselves.

BEV HART, STEVE HART’S BROTHER

See HART, page A17

Tasting Bash

ERIN L. MCCOY/The Kentucky Standard 

Leshia Singer, Bardstown, grabbed some goodies at the booth for Touch of Faith Worship Center, one of the many
local churches and organizations that provided food for the My New Kentucky Home Habitat for Humanity Tasting
Bash Thursday evening. The event is an annual fundraiser for the organization, which builds one home per year rotat-
ing between Nelson, Marion and Washington counties. Seated at the Touch of Faith booth are Carol Parr, New Haven,
and Gladys King, left, for whom the 2011 Habitat home was built in Bardstown. King lives in the home on Adams Court
with her son, Ryan Martin. More than 270 people attended Thursday’s event, raising more than $7,000.

GED changes will
mean tougher tests
Changes taking place in 2014
BRAD BOWMAN
bbowman@lcni.com

As of January 2014, the GED test will undergo a
few changes. The more college- and career-oriented
test will cost twice as much to take and any points
accrued will be lost by 2014. Individuals will also
need to have basic computers skills as the test will be
paperless.

First steps
In order to assess where someone is academically,

the Adult and Community Education Program uses
a TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education). The test
measures proficiency in reading comprehension,
reading vocabulary, mathematics, language and
spelling skills before they can take the GED. There
are versions in Spanish and it is used to measure
basic skills required for various jobs. The TABE
grading system is based on grade levels. Testers
must pass at a 12th grade level in the ninth month.
Belinda Carter, director of Bardstown/Nelson

St.Vincent hosts 
second food donation
drive-through
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

While people generally pick up food at a drive-
through, St. Vincent de Paul is asking Nelson
County citizens to drop food off. 

The local charitable organization, which offers
free or discounted food, clothing and furniture to
Nelson Countians in need, will host its second food
drive where donors can simply drive up to the back
door and have their food unloaded for them.

The drive is 7 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday at the St.
Vincent de Paul facility at 113 N. Fourth St. in
Bardstown. Those wishing to donate are asked to
drive around the rear of the building. 

Any non-perishable food items are welcome.
Peanut butter is a great source of protein, St. Vincent
Director Margaret Mattingly suggested. 

Raises for New Haven city employees debated by council
KENNY FOGLE
SPECIAL TO THE KENTUCKY STANDARD

“All our employees do
good work, but during hard
times we just have to be
careful,” was the summary
statement by New Haven
Mayor Bobby Johnson as
discussion dragged on for
more than 20 minutes relat-
ed to pay raises for the city’s
five employees for next fis-
cal year.

Debating who will get
raises and how much, the
New Haven Board of
Commissioners finally
decided Thursday night to
study the impact of a 3.6
percent raise for the employ-
ees based on the federal cost
of living allowance (COLA)
along with an increase of
$60 per month in flexible
benefit health care
allowances. The increase in
health benefits brings the

health care reimbursement
plan to $500 per month for
each employee. In lieu of
insurance, the city offers its
workers a plan to reimburse
them for actual medical
costs. 

Commissioner Donnie
Cecil said if the city simply
followed its own personnel
handbook, debates such as
the one at this meeting
would be avoided as the
guidelines state that each

employee would receive the
COLA raise annually.
Commissioner Freddy
DeWitt countered that with-
out knowing what the city’s
financial health would be
each year that it was only
within reason to make the
pay raise decision on a year-
to-year basis.

No action was taken other
than to include the proposed
raises in the draft budget for

NEW HAVEN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

See NEW HAVEN, page A17See ST. VINCENT, page A17

See GED, page A10


