
BY NITA JOHNSON

Staff  writer

An accidental shooting at a resi-
dence in eastern Laurel County took 
the life of  a second man.

According to Laurel County Sher-
iff’s offi cials, 22-year-old Eric Partain 
of  Williamsburg, died at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. Thursday evening at 
the University of  Kentucky Medical 
Center in Lexington.

Partain was at the home of  Kevin 
McElrath on Sally’s Branch Road 

around 2 a.m. Thursday with a group 
gathered in the kitchen area. McEl-
rath allegedly removed the clip from 
a .45 caliber pistol and it discharged, 
striking him in the head. Partain, 
who was nearby, was then hit in the 
head by the same bullet.

McElrath was pronounced dead at 
the scene by Laurel County Coroner 

Doug Bowling. Partain was taken to 
the London-Corbin Airport and fl own 
to the Lexington hospital where he 
later died from the gunshot wound.

Deputy and Public Affairs Offi cer 
Gilbert Acciardo said the two deaths 
were the result of  a tragic event.

“The Laurel County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
would like to remind people to always 

treat a gun as if  it were loaded, even
if  you know it isn’t,” Acciardo said.
“There may be a bullet in the cham-
ber you are not aware of, thinking 
that you’ve used all of  them. Research
done across the United States says 
the majority of  accidental shooting 
deaths occur when someone thought 
a gun was empty, and it wasn’t. You
should always handle a gun with re-
spect and care.”
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Looking for a Physician?

Need a primary care 
or specialty physician, 
DIAL OUR PHYSICIAN 
REFERRAL SERVICE 
and our experts will provide 
you with a local physician and 
their contact information.  

CALL 859.313.2255 or 
1.888.645.0013 
Visit us online at 
SaintJosephConnection.org
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Second man dies from accidental shooting
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A police offi cer and a se-
curity guard were both as-
saulted by a Corbin man
early Friday morning.

Laurel County Sheriff’s
Deputy Kirk Mays answered
the call of  a disturbance
at Corbin Manor Apart-
ments, 12 
miles south 
of  London 
around 2:21 
a.m. On ar-
riving at the 
scene, Mays 
discovered 
2 1 - y e a r -
old Jeremy 
Brock of  
Hidden Val-
ley Road in 
Corbin had assaulted a se-
curity guard at the Corbin
Manor Apartments, then
ran and hid inside an apart-
ment there. 

A search for Brock was
launched by Mays, Depu-
ty Milton Storm and U.S.
Forest Service Agent Bob
O’Neal. The security guard
was transported to Baptist
Regional Medical Center in
Corbin for treatment of  his
injuries.

Brock fi nally came outside
of  his hideaway and, while
deputies tried to question
him, he attempted to run
away. The deputies pursued
Brock and he was taken into
custody. Mays received pos-
sible injuries during the pur-
suit and apprehension and
destroyed his uniform.

Brock was charged with

Police, 
security 
officers 
assaulted
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Flames overtook a structure 
on Waterworks Road Thurs-
day evening, costing a Laurel  
woman her life.

According to a press release 
from the Kentucky State Police 
Post 11 in London, the Laurel 
County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a call of  a 
structure fi re at 486 Water-
works Road around 10:30 p.m. 

Inside the home, they found 
Teresa A. White, who just cel-
ebrated her 50th birthday less 
than fi ve weeks ago. She was 
pronounced dead at the scene 
by offi cials with the Laurel 
County Coroner’s Offi ce.

KSP Detective Billy Correll 
is conducting the investigation 
into the fi re and White’s death. 
Assisting at the scene were of-
fi cials with the Kentucky State 
Police Post 11 in London, the 
Laurel County Coroner’s Of-
fi ce, the Laurel County Volun-
teer Fire Department and the 
State Fire Marshall’s Offi ce.
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Woman 
dies in 
house fi re

“You should always handle a gun with respect and 
care.”

DEP. GILBERT ACCIARDO, LAUREL COUNTY SHERIFF PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER

INBRIEF
County hosts Free 
Dumping Week

The annual PRIDE Cleanup 
week kicks off  Monday, April 
2 and continues through 
April 6. Residents can take 
advantage of  free dumping at 
the Laurel Landfi ll on Ky. 552 
in the Lily community from 
9 a.m. until 3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday this week.

Items not accepted include 
tires, liquids, batteries and 
any hazardous materials.

Jeremy Brock


