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Morning Briefing
BOXING
Klitschko takes unanimous
decision over Chisora

MUNICH — Vitali Klitschko retained
his WBC heavyweight belt by unani-
mous decision over British challenger
Dereck Chisora on Saturday.

Chisora found very little support
from the sellout crowd of 12,500 after
his slap on Klitschko at the weigh-in on
Friday, and he ensured the ill-feeling
continued when he spat in the 40-year-
old’s face as the champion’s record was
being called out.

Klitschko was clearly incensed, but
it took some time before he could assert
control against the 28-year-old Briton’s
aggressive approach. His greater
reach and experience made the differ-
ence.

The judges scored it 118-110, 118-110
and 119-111.

Klitschko improved his record to
44-2 (40 KOs) with the 10th successful
defense of the title he won from Corrie
Sanders in 2004.

Chisora dropped to 15-3 (9 KOs).

BASEBALL
Royals agree to terms
with Hosmer, Moustakas

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The Royals
agreed to contracts with first baseman
Eric Hosmer, third baseman Mike
Moustakas, outfielder Lorenzo Cain
and right-hander Luis Mendoza two
days before pitchers and catchers are
due to report to spring training.

Hosmer will make $502,500 after
putting together a stellar debut season
in 2011. Moustakas will make $487,250
after also getting his initial big league
call-up last year, while Cain will make
$480,850 and Mendoza $488,925.

All four players have fewer than
three years of service time, which
means their contracts could be set at
the club’s discretion.

The remaining unsigned players on
the Royals’ 40-man roster are right-
handers Louis Coleman, Greg Holland
and Vin Mazzaro, left-hander Danny
Duffy, catcher Salvador Perez and in-
fielders Alcides Escobar and Johnny
Giavotella.

Pitchers and catchers report on
Monday while the rest of the squad re-
ports Friday. The first full-squad work-
out in Surprise, Ariz., is scheduled for
Feb. 25.

Royals owner David Glass told The
Associated Press last month that he’s al-
ready indicated to general manager
Dayton Moore to think about long-term
deals for some of the franchise’s top
young talent, including Hosmer and
Moustakas, considered two of its cor-
nerstones.

TENNIS
Federer advances to final

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands — Top-
seeded Roger Federer reached the
ABN Amro World Tennis final with a
4-6, 6-3, 6-4 victory over Nikolay Davy-
denko.

Federer, playing in Rotterdam for
the first time since capturing the 2005
title, will play for the championship to-
day against Juan Martin del Potro. The
third-seeded Argentine downed sec-
ond-seeded Tomas Berdych 6-3, 6-1 in
the other semifinal.

Azarenka to meet Stosur
in Qatar Open final

DOHA, Qatar — Top-ranked Victoria
Azarenka hobbled around the court
with an ankle injury, adjusting her
game and persevering to defeat Age-
nieszka Radwanska 6-2, 6-4 and reach
the Qatar Open final. Azarenka expects
to be OK when she plays for the title to-
day against Sam Stosur. The U.S. Open
champion advanced from her semifinal
after Marion Bartoli retired with a
right calf injury after losing the first
set 6-3.

Azarenka has won 16 matches in a
row, the most to start a WTA season in
four years.

» Other news: Serena Williams has
pulled out of the upcoming Monterrey
Open because of an ankle injury. Tour-
nament organizers said they were told
of the withdrawal by the WTA. They
said Williams turned down a wild-card
invitation because she hurt her ankle
during a recent practice.

FOOTBALL
Gators secure commitment
from son of Fred Taylor

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — The son of re-
tired NFL running back Fred Taylor de-
cided to attend Florida, a potentially
significant recruiting boost for the Ga-
tors.

Kelvin Taylor, who broke Emmitt
Smith’s state high school rushing rec-
ord as a junior last season, announced
his nonbinding commitment at Flori-
da’s “Junior Day” in Gainesville. He
chose Florida over Alabama.

Taylor started playing high school
football as an eighth-grader and has
9,698 yards rushing in four years at
Glades Day High in Belle Glade, Fla.
ESPN ranks him as a five-star recruit.

Fred Taylor was an All-American at
Florida and then played 13 years in the
NFL. He ranks 15th on the NFL’s all-
time rushing list, with 11,695 yards.

DIGEST
FROM WIRE DISPATCHES

Louisville Kentucky Indiana Turfway

SUN

19

Baseball
vs. Mich. State
at St. Pete,
Fla., 10 a.m.

W-lacrosse
at Ohio State,
1

Baseball
vs. USC
Upstate
at Spartan-
burg. S.C.
3 p.m.

W-bkb
Michigan
Noon

M-bkb
at Iowa
6 p.m.
Big Ten

First race
1:10 p.m.

MON

20

W-bkb
Notre Dame
2 p.m.
ESPN

W-bkb
Vanderbilt
9 p.m.
ESPN2

First race
1:10 p.m.

TUE

21

M-bkb
at Miss. State,
9
ESPN

WED

22

Baseball
E. Kentucky
3 p.m.

M-bkb
N.C. Central
7 p.m.

THU

23

M-bkb
at Cincy, 9
ESPN/ESPN2

W-bkb
S. Carolina
7 p.m.

W-bkb
Wisconsin
7 p.m.

FRI

24

Softball
Creighton
2 p.m.

Baseball
Oakland
3 p.m.

Track
SEC Champi-
onships
2:30 p.m.

Baseball
Buffalo, 4

Baseball
at Tulane
7:30 p.m.

First race
5:30 p.m.

SAT

25

W-bkb
DePaul
Noon

Softball
Creighton
Noon (DH)

Baseball
Oakland
1 p.m.

M-bkb
Vanderbilt
Noon
CBS-32

Baseball
Buffalo
1 p.m.

Baseball
at Tulane
3 p.m.

First race
1:10 p.m.

TODAY ON TV
Golf
9 a.m. Avantha Masters Golf
1 p.m. PGA: Northern Trust Open Golf
3 p.m. Honda LPGA Thailand Golf
3 p.m. PGA: Northern Trust Open CBS-32
7 p.m. Champions Tour: ACE Group Classic Golf

Men’s college basketball
Noon The John Calipari Show Fox South
1 p.m. Michigan State at Purdue CBS-32
1 p.m. Syracuse at Rutgers ESPN
1 p.m. Vanderbilt at Georgia Fox South
4 p.m. Penn State at Wisconsin Big Ten
6 p.m. Indiana at Iowa Big Ten
6 p.m. Duke at Boston College ESPNU
7 p.m. South Florida at Pittsburgh ESPN2
11 p.m. The John Calipari Show WDRB-41

Women’s college basketball
Noon Michigan at Indiana Big Ten
Noon Maryland Baltimore County at Hartford CBS SN
12:30 p.m. The Matthew Mitchell Show Fox South
1 p.m. Rice at SMU Fox Ohio
1:30 p.m. North Carolina State at North Carolina ESPNU
2 p.m. Tennessee at Mississippi Insight-431
2 p.m. Wisconsin at Nebraska Big Ten
3 p.m. Duke at Maryland ESPN2
3 p.m. UCLA at Southern California Fox Ohio
3 p.m. South Carolina at Alabama Fox South
3:30 p.m. Georgia at Florida ESPNU
5 p.m. Purdue at Michigan State ESPN2

Pro hockey
12:30 p.m. San Jose at Detroit NBC-3
3 p.m. Boston at Minnesota NBC-3
6 p.m. New Jersey at Montreal NBC SN
7 p.m. Nashville at Dallas Fox South
8 p.m. Columbus at New York Rangers Fox Ohio

Auto/drag racing
1 p.m. Sprint Cup qualifying Fox-41
9 p.m. NHRA final eliminations ESPN2

Pro basketball
1 p.m. Dallas at New York ABC-11
3:30 p.m. Orlando at Miami ABC-11
8 p.m. Denver at Oklahoma City ESPN

TODAY ON RADIO
Boys’ high school basketball
3 p.m. Indiana sectional pairings show WNDA-1570

Men’s college basketball
1 p.m. Michigan State at Purdue WSLM-1220
6 p.m. Indiana at Iowa WNDA-1570, WSLM-97.9

MONDAY ON TV
Women’s college basketball
2 p.m. Notre Dame at Louisville ESPN
7 p.m. Ohio State at Penn State ESPN2
7:30 p.m. Northwestern at Illinois Big Ten
9 p.m. Vanderbilt at Kentucky ESPN2

Pro basketball
4 p.m. Atlanta at Chicago ESPN
8 p.m. Boston at Dallas TNT
10:30 p.m. Portland at Los Angeles Lakers TNT

Horse racing
5:30 p.m. Southwest Stakes TVG

Men’s college basketball
7 p.m. Connecticut at Villanova ESPN
7 p.m. Texas Southern at MVSU ESPNU
9 p.m. Baylor at Texas ESPN
9 p.m. DePaul at St. John’s ESPNU

Pro hockey
7:30 p.m. Washington at Carolina NBC SN

SEVEN-DAY PLANNER

KENTUCKY

Televised practice a ratings hit
So how did UK’s nationally televised practice go? Judging by ESPN’s

unofficial ratings, quite well.
Mike Humes, a spokesman for the company, said he was told Wednes-

day’s practice was the second-highest rated program of the day on ESP-
NU, the channel that broadcast UK’s workout live from 3-5 p.m. Only an
actual game between Notre Dame and Rutgers rated higher — apparent-
ly, although Humes said they don’t track official ratings for ESPNU pro-
gramming.

“They were really surprised at how strong it rated,” UK coach John
Calipari said. “You’re talking
about three o’clock in the after-
noon, and it rated stronger than
anything they have in there (at
that time). And it rated as high as
some basketball games they’ve
had in prime time.”

Humes confirmed it’s true, in
fact, that UK’s practice surpassed
the viewership of at least some
nighttime games broadcast on
ESPN’s family of networks, al-
thoughhecouldn’tsaywhichones.

“That’s kind of crazy,” Calipari
said. “It makes you laugh. It
makes you like, ‘You’ve got to be
kidding me.’ ”

And what did recruits across
the country think of being able to
see him coach and the Cats prac-
tice on live TV?

“I haven’t talked to any
recruits,”hesaid.“I’vebeendoing
this stuff here, so I have not talked
to any of them. But it was hard, be-
cause they were all in school or at
practice. Then if you’re talking
out West, it’s noon. So I don’t know. It wasn’t done for that. It was done for
our team, and it was done to change up a week.”

Top recruit visits UK
Whether Wednesday’s televised practice was meant to impress

recruits or not, Calipari certainly has talked with at least one prospect
since then. Nerlens Noel, a 6-foot-10 center and the top-rated recruit in the
Class of 2012, made his official visit to UK over the weekend. He attended
Friday’s practice and watched Kentucky beat Mississippi 77-62 on Satur-
day. Noel got a good look at the guy he’s being recruited to replace: Wild-
cats freshman Anthony Davis, who leads the nation in blocked shots.
Many national recruiting gurus contend that Noel is an even more domi-
nant shot blocker than Davis.

Several times during Saturday’s game, UK fans chanted, “We want
Nerlens!” In fact, the student section fired up that chant twice in the first
two minutes.

Noel, who plays at the Tilton School in New Hampshire, visited Syra-
cuse earlier in the week and also is considering North Carolina, Florida,
Georgetown, Connecticut and Providence.

LOUISVILLE

Pitino wants Cards’ defense to crescendo
Last week’s 52-51 loss to Syracuse gave U of L’s players a taste of the

type of game most championship teams encounter in the NCAA Tourna-
ment. The Cardinals didn’t get the transition they were used to — scoring
just three fast break points. They didn’t generate much off turnovers ei-
ther — managing just eight points. And they shot just 34 percent and
scored a season-low 51 points.

“In every NCAA Tournament, if you’re going to make a run, there’s the
one game where your offense is not clicking — like the Syracuse game for
both teams,” U of L coach Rick Pitino said. “And you have to overcome it
with defense.”

The Cards rank second nationally in field-goal defense at 37.1percent.
And Pitino said he’s emphasized to his team the importance of playing de-
fense in the postseason.

“That’s what we’re trying to illustrate to our guys,” he said. “… Go into
the Big East Tournament playing your best basketball, especially on the
defensive end.”

Behanan making strides on defense
Pitino pointed out the Cards’ youth outside of seniors Kyle Kuric and

Chris Smith and junior Peyton Siva, adding that defensive schemes are
the hardest part of the system for freshmen to pick up quickly. That’s why
Wayne Blackshear played only six minutes against Syracuse and why
Chane Behanan found himself out of position several times in the second
half.

“It’sascoutingthingasmuchasit isanything,”PitinosaidofBehanan’s
confusion in learning U of L’s system. “So he’s made terrific strides this
season, but he struggles.”

Pitino said Behanan, like most high school players, thought playing
good defense simply meant staying out of foul trouble.

“So now he comes into a system that’s a hybrid,” Pitino said. “That de-
pending on where the ball goes, depending on where the cutters go. It’s
very difficult for a freshman not only to play in it, but to pick it up. So in his
defense,he’smaderemarkablestridesdefensively,buthestillstruggles.”

MOREHEAD STATE WOMEN

Harris has ‘the will to rebound’
Great rebounders come in different sizes. No one exemplifies this

more than the Eagles’ 5-foot-11 Ashar Harris, who is third in the nation
with 12.2 per game.

This isn’t new for Harris, who was third in NCAA Division I in re-
bounds at 12.4 per game last season and ranked third with 22 double-dou-
bles. Her most impressive effort this season might have come when she
snared 20 rebounds (nine offensive) in a 96-60 season-opening home loss
to then No. 15 UK.

Harris has been able to go and get the basketball since grade school.
“It’s the will to rebound,” said the junior from Columbus, Ohio. “I have

a knack for knowing when the ball is going to come off the rim and where
it’s going to go. In the eighth grade I perfected it, because at first I would
mistime the jump. The ball would hit the rim when I was jumping. Over
time it became a rhythm thing and I would be able to rebound consis-
tently.”

Harris came to Morehead partly because her AAU teammate Chynna
Bozeman also signed with the Eagles. The coach who recruited her, Mi-
chael Bradbury, left for Wright State in April 2010, but his replacement,
Tom Hodges, was grateful to have Harris. In the two seasons under
Hodges, the forward has blossomed into one of the best rebounders in the
country.

“We were proud to inherit her,” Hodges said. “In women’s basketball,
rebounding is dominated by the 6-3s, the 6-4s post players at BCS confer-
ences. It’s a great testimony to how hard she works and how much she gets
out of her body.”

Harris has 972 career rebounds, and the women’s school record is
1,442, set by Donna Murphy from 1976-80.

Contributing C-J writers this week: Kyle Tucker, C.L. Brown and Michael Grant.

THE C-J’S SUNDAY
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

NOTEBOOK

Coach John Calipari said it’s ‘kind of
crazy’ that UK’s practice Wednesday
drew higher TV ratings than some
games did. MARK ZEROF/US PRESSWIRE

The Branham Corporation team broke the record
for the best five-man series ever rolled in Kentucky
with a 3,814 series on Feb. 2 at Dixie Bowl.

Jason Branham (821 series), David Howlett (802),
Guy Kiernan (753), Jeremy Coulter (749) and Robert
Capito (689) also have the highest five-man series in
the nation for the winter season.

The best single-game score of the 15 games was
Branham’s 278 and the lowest was Capito’s 214.

The previous Kentucky record was 3,812 set in 2006
by Ogle Lawn & Landscape. Howlett was also on that
team.

Louisville five-man team
sets state bowling record
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