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The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
Resources brought its road
show to Louisville last
week for a town hall meet-
ing with its 3rd District con-
stituents.

The meetings are open
to anyone, but the format is
designed to provide a face-
to-face forum between
wildlife managers and the
folks who pay the bills: the
state’s hunters and an-
glers.

The gathering Wednes-
day evening at E. P. “Tom”
Sawyer State Park attract-
ed about 75 people.
KDFWR commissioner
Jon Gassett, who gave the
opening remarks and an-
swered most of the ques-
tions, said the meetings
provide a critical link be-
tween his agency and the
people it serves.

“It’s always important
to get in front of the public
as much as we can,” he
said. “We had over 100 peo-
ple at each of our (town
hall) meetings last year.
Any time you can talk to a
1,000 sportsmen in two
weeks, that’s good.”

Gassett was naturally
eager to tout some of the
department’s recent suc-
cesses, particularly the ad-
dition of more than 10,000
acres of land into the pub-
lic domain during the past
five years.

“We’re ending up the
fifth year of our five-year
strategic plan,” he said be-
fore the meeting. “We
wanted to increase by
10 percent the amount of
public land we had in the
‘golden triangle.’ We’ve
significantly exceeded
that. We’ve actually put
more than10,000 acres into
public access.”

According to the de-
partment’s public informa-
tion office, since Jan. 1,
2008, the agency has added
14,232 wildlife manage-
ment area and public ac-
cess acres statewide, in-
cluding 8,589 inside that
population-rich “golden
triangle” encompassing
Louisville, Lexington and
the Covington area.

“What we did was draw
a 50-mile radius around
each of those cities,” Gas-
sett said. “(Fifty miles) is
an easily accessible dis-
tance to drive — less than
an hour — and we wanted
to get as much land as pos-
sible in those areas be-
cause we have to get peo-
ple and land together. And
we’ve put a lot of land into
public access that’s really
close to a whole lot of peo-
ple.”

Those include the 2,221-
acre Otter Creek Outdoor
Recreation Area in Meade
County,the1,293-acreMar-
ion County Wildlife Man-
agement Area and State
Forest, the 2,497-acre Vet-
erans Memorial WMA in
Scott County and the 744-
acre Griffith Woods WMA
in Harrison County. Land
also was added to the Yel-
lowbank, John C. Williams,
Clay and Kentucky River
WMAs inside the triangle

zone.
(The Otter Creek ORA

— formerly Otter Creek
Park — is not yet officially
a Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment acquisition as it is
currently being leased by
the agency, but it is open to
the public and has been in-
cluded in the acquisition
numbers.)

When Gassett was re-
minded that the common-
wealth reaches far beyond
the Louisville-Lexington-
Covington triangle, he ac-
knowledged the need for
lands and access else-
where, noting specifically
an ongoing project that ul-
timately will add more
than 6,000 acres of WMA
property along the lower
Tradewater River near
Sturgis, an area that will be
known as the Big Rivers
WMA and State Forest.
The agency recently took
control of 2,546 acres of
the Sturgis property. Addi-
tions also have been made
to several other existing
WMAs outside the triangle
zone.

During Wednesday’s
meeting, questions ranged
from how the agency in-
tends to deal with the inva-
sion of Kentucky waters
by Asian carp to the need
for more conservation of-
ficers. Gassett said the

plan is to add 30 conserva-
tion officers during the
next three years, but he
was less optimistic about
dealing with invasive carp
species.

“We’ve got some work
to do on Asian carp,” he
said. “There’s really no bio-
logical control for them.
They are good tablefare —
they’re good to eat — but
there’s a lot of them, and
until we get a market-
based approach (a way to
make them a sellable com-
modity), frankly, they’re
going to be hard to deal
with.”

Another critter state
game managers would like
to eliminate is the wild hog.
There’s no limit and it’s al-
ways open season on them,
but they’re probably also
here to stay.

“Wild hogs are fun to
hunt and they are good to
eat, but they are very detri-
mental to the habitat,”
Gassett said. “When I
came to Kentucky 13 years
ago, we had hogs in three
or four counties. We now
have hogs in 44 counties.
They’re not as bad as Asian
carp yet, but right now
we’re fighting a losing bat-
tle with hogs.”

He insinuated that wild
hogs are being moved ille-
gally, because state regula-
tions prohibit transporting
them.

Gassett also was ques-
tioned about the agency’s
position on the Alabama
rig, an umbrella-type mul-
tiple-lure rig that has been
both praised and cursed in
bass fishing circles. He
called state fisheries di-
rector Ron Brooks to the
podium to address that.

“The only issue we see
that could crop up (with
the Alabama rig) is when it
gets really hot in July and
August there could be
more fish mortality from
it,” Brooks said. “But we’re
taking a wait-and-see ap-
proach. As of right now we
have no plans to regulate
the Alabama rig. We do
have plans to watch it
closely.”

Brooks said the agency
couldn’t address the issue
of whether the rig could be
used in tournaments.

“We don’t regulate bass
tournaments,” he said.
“You’d have to talk to indi-
vidual tournament direc-
tor about that.”

Gassett also told the
crowd to expect increases
in license fees in 2014.

“That’s when we’ll
probably look at a license
fee adjustment,” he said,
adding that recruitment of
young anglers and hunters
should be a top objective
for everyone in the room.
“Some (fees) will go up;
some will go down. But we
have to move the needle
some about every five
years.”

Solunar Tables
Use Eastern Standard Time

A.M. P.M.
Date Day Minor Major Minor Major
Feb. 19 - Sunday 3:10 9:20 3:30 9:45
Feb. 20 - Monday 4:00 10:05 4:15 10:30
Feb. 21 - Tuesday 4:45 10:45 4:55 11:10
Feb. 22 - Wednesday 5:25 11:35 5:45 11:55
Feb. 23 - Thursday 6:10 6:30 12:20
Feb. 24 - Friday 6:55 12:45 7:25 1:10
Feb. 25 - Saturday 7:45 1:35 8:10 1:55
Feb. 26 - Sunday 8:30 2:20 8:55 2:40

OUTDOORS AND RECREATION

Invasive Asian carp, like this monster hauled out of Lake Barkley by two commercial
fishermen, are probably here to stay, according to fishery officials. PAUL RISTER/KDFWR

State does some hunter
(and angler) gathering
By Gary Garth
Special to The Courier-Journal

TOWN HALL
MEETING
SCHEDULE
March 21: 7th District, at the
Knott County Sportsplex, 450
Kenny Champion Loop in
LeBurn. District counties:
Breathitt, Floyd, Johnson,
Harlan, Knott, Lawrence,
Leslie, Letcher, Magoffin,
Martin, Owsley, Perry and
Pike.
March 22: 9th District, at the
Center for Rural Develop-
ment, 2292 South U.S. 27 in
Somerset. Counties: Bell,
Clay, Clinton, Jackson, Knox,
Laurel, McCreary, Pulaski,
Russell, Wayne and Whitley.
March 26: 1st District, at the
Kentucky Dam Village Con-
vention Center, 113 Admini-
stration Drive in Gilbertsville.
Counties: Ballard, Caldwell,
Calloway, Carlisle, Christian,
Crittenden, Fulton, Graves,
Hickman, Livingston, Lyon,
McCracken, Marshall and
Trigg.
March 27: 2nd District, at the
Merle Travis Music Center,
750 Cleaton Road in Pow-
derly. Counties: Allen, Butler,
Daviess, Hancock, Hender-
son, Hopkins, Logan,
McLean, Muhlenberg, Ohio,
Simpson, Todd, Union, War-
ren and Webster.
March 28: 4th District, at
Campbellsville University’s
Badgett Academic Support
Center banquet hall, 110
University Drive. Counties:
Adair, Barren, Cumberland,
Edmonson, Grayson, Green,
Hardin, Hart, Larue, Marion,
Metcalfe, Monroe, Nelson,
Taylor and Washington.
April 2: 8th District, at the
Perkins Center on Ky. 32,
one-half mile south of I-64 in
Morehead. Counties: Bath,
Bourbon, Boyd, Carter, El-
liott, Fleming, Greenup,
Lewis, Mason, Menifee,
Montgomery, Morgan, Nich-
olas, Rowan and Wolfe.

Kenny Perry shot a 10-
under 62 and set the Cham-
pions Tour’s 36-hole scor-
ing record at 18-under 126
in the second round of the
ACE Group Classic on Sat-
urday.

“That’s amazing,” said
Perry, three shots ahead of
first-round leader Larry
Mize. “So many great play-
ers have played this tour,
and to be able to now say
I’ve had the lowest 36 of all
time is pretty neat. It’s a
neat accomplishment. It’s
just amazing I can make 20
birdies in 36 holes. That’s
just phenomenal.”

Tom Lehman was four
back, and defending cham-
pion Bernhard Langer an-
other stroke behind at 13
under.

“What he’s done the
first two days is spectacu-
lar, but not surprising,”
Lehman said. “Nothing
anybody does out here sur-
prises me, and especially
from him.”

Perry made five birdies
on the front nine on The
TwinEagles Club’s Talon
Course, and six more on
the back.

He bounced back from
a bogey on No. 15, with
birdies on the last three
holes. Perry made a 25-
footer for birdie on No. 1,
and followed that up with a
35-footer on No. 2.

“That really loosened
me up, relaxed me, kind of
really freed my game up,”
he said. “It was off and run-
ning.”

Mize followed his open-
ing 62 with a 67.

Mize and Lehman were
tied for second most of the
day, then Mize birdied the

last two holes to move into
sole possession of second.

Perry broke the record
of 17 under held by six
players. Of those, only Don
Pooley in the 2006 Master-
Card Championship in Ha-
waii failed to win. Tom Kite
(2001 Gold Rush), Jim Ah-
ern (2003 Music City Invi-
tational), Langer (2007 Ad-
ministaff Small Business
Classic), Russ Cochran
(2011 Mitsubishi Electric
Championship), and Fred
Couples (2011 AT&T
Championship) also were
17 under.

Langer set the tourna-
ment scoring record last
year at 20 under, and had
23 birdies. Perry already
has 20 birdies.

Mickelson tied atop
Northern Trust

Phil Mickelson hit one
tree, threaded a shot
through five trees, hit a
drive that wound up in a
spectator’s shorts, and
somehow managed a 1-un-
der 70 to share the lead
with U.S. PGA champion
Keegan Bradley in the
Northern Trust Open on
Saturday.

Bradley, inspired by a
Riviera course that is one
of his favorites, took only
five putts over the final
five holes, including a 10-
footer for par on the last
hole, for a 5-under 66 that
assured him of being in the
final group.

The par was meaning-
ful because he wanted to
play today with Mickelson,
a mentor to him.

There’s no telling what
to expect in the final round.
The phrase “routine par”
was not part of Mickelson’s
vocabulary on a beautiful

afternoon off Sunset Bou-
levard.

Mickelson played one
chip well past the hole on
the par-3 6th so it would
roll off the bank some 25
feet behind the cup and roll
back. He made a 12-footer
for his par.

The only disappoint-
ment was not taking ad-
vantage of enough birdie
chances, twice missing
birdie putts inside 8 feet
and failing to give himself
a good look on the par-5
17th when his wedge rolled
off the front of the green.

Mickelson and Bradley
were at 7-under 206 but a
dozen players were within
four shots of the lead going
into the final round, includ-
ing defending champion
Aaron Baddeley (66), Dus-
tin Johnson (67) and FedEx
Cup champion Bill Haas
(68).

Japan’s Miyazato
leads LPGA Thailand

Ai Miyazato shot a 7-un-
der 65 on Saturday to take a
one-stroke lead over top-
ranked Yani Tseng after
the third round of the
LPGA Thailand.

Miyazato, the Japanese
player who won the 2010
tournament, birdied five
of the first six holes on the
back nine. She had a 14-un-
der 202 total on Siam Coun-
try Club’s Pattaya Old
Course.

Ko, 14, tied for lead
in New Zealand

Fourteen-year-old ama-
teur Lydia Ko shot her sec-
ond straight 3-under 69 on
Saturday for a share of the
second-round lead in the
New Zealand Women’s
Open.

GOLF

Hot Perry breaks
Champions Tour’s
36-hole record
Associated Press

The pack is back. And
so is the Big One.

Kyle Busch edged Tony
Stewart in a thrilling finish
to the first race of 2012, us-
ing a sling-shot pass Satur-
day night on the last lap of
the exhibition Budweiser
Shootout to beat the de-
fending NASCAR champi-
on to the checkered flag at
Daytona.

It gave Busch a victory
in a wild race that included
two incredible saves by the
eventual winner to stay in
contention in the 75-lap
sprint around Daytona In-
ternational Speedway.

“I don’t know how many
times I spun out, but I
didn’t spin out, you know?”
said Busch, who gave
Toyota its first Shootout
victory.

The event was a pre-
view of next weekend’s
season-opening Daytona
500, and showed that NAS-
CAR has successfully bro-
ken up the two-car tandem
racing that dominated re-
strictor-plate racing last
year.

Fans were overwhelm-
ingly opposed to that style
of racing — NASCAR said
earlier this month surveys
showed over 80 percent of
those polled hated the tan-
dem — and the sanctioning
body worked hard through
the offseason to develop a
rules package that would
separate the cars.

“The pack racing is
back, and that gives the
drivers a little more con-
trol and adds a lot of excite-
ment for the fans — and
that’s the biggest thing: the
fans wanted pack racing
back and NASCAR lis-
tened and delivered,” Clint
Bowyer said.

It was obvious at the

start that the new rules
worked as the drivers
were lumped into a big
pack and raced two-and-
three wide for almost the
entire race. Although it led
to two big accidents — in-
cluding an accident that
sent Jeff Gordon skidding
on his roof for what he said
was the first time in his ca-
reer — the drivers were
nearly unanimous in their
approval of the racing.

Johnson crew chief
likely faces penalty

NASCAR will likely pe-
nalize the crew chief for
five-time champion Jim-
mie Johnson for infrac-
tions found during Dayto-
na 500 inspection.

NASCAR president
Mike Helton said Saturday
it’s a “high likelihood”
crew chief Chad Knaus
will be penalized. But, Hel-
ton indicated punishment
would not be doled out un-
til after the Feb. 26 season-
opening Daytona 500 race.

The No. 48 Chevrolet
had illegally modified
sheet metal between the
roof and the side windows
— the area known as the C-
posts — that was found in
Friday’s opening day in-
spection.

NASCAR took the C-
posts from the Hendrick
Motorsports team and
shipped them to its re-
search and development
facility.

Knaus has been sus-
pended twice before by
NASCAR, including be-
fore the 2006 Daytona 500.

Ganassi team signs
standout Larson

Earnhardt Ganassi Rac-
ing has signed 19-year-old
racing standout Kyle Lar-
son to a developmental
contract, putting him on

the path to a potential fu-
ture in the Sprint Cup Se-
ries.

The Elk Grove, Calif.,
native won a total of 22 ma-
jor professional feature
races last season, includ-
ing victories in the World
of Outlaws sprint car se-
ries and all three United
States Auto Club national
divisions. Last fall, he
swept the 4-Crown Nation-
als at Eldora Speedway,
winning in three different
styles of race car — midg-
ets, sprint cars and silver
crown cars — in the same
night.

Gerhart wins ARCA
race at Daytona

Bobby Gerhart raced to
his record eighth ARCA se-
ries victory at Daytona —
and third in a row — Satur-
day after two of the top
cars ran out of gas just a
few hundred feet from the
finish.

“It took one little slip
from the leader,” Gerhart
said. “Unbelievable!”

Gerhart, who spends all
year getting ready for the
annual race that kicks off
Speedweeks, started 42nd
after failing a post-qualify-
ing inspection Friday. He
worked his way toward the
front, taking advantage of
some fuel strategy moves,
and was just behind the
leaders when the green
flag dropped on a two-lap
sprint to the finish.

Brandon McReynolds
was up front, with Chris
Windom close behind,
when their cars started
sputtering.

Drew Charlson also
passed the leaders, and
Sellersburg's Will Kimmel
was third. Borden's Frank
Kimmel was 23rd, and
Henryville's Darrell Bash-
am was 27th.

AUTO RACING

Busch’s late pass wins
Budweiser Shootout
Associated Press
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