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C
laude Stephens likes nothing more than getting a group of people together for rambling con-

versation. It’s a simple act that enhances and creates community, and it was the basis for

starting Louisville’s Professional Porch Sitters Union some12 years ago.

So it’s no surprise that he was in-

trigued by the idea of PechaKucha

Night, a concept that began in Japan and

is growing at an astounding rate interna-

tionally; nearly 500 cities stage events

four or more times each year.

The idea is nearly as simple as porch

sitting. A typical PechaKucha Night — or

PKN — brings together10 to14 people,

each of whom has put together a Power-

Point presentation dedicated to one of his

or her passions; they use 20 slides with 20

seconds of talk devoted to each. That’s

six minutes and 40 seconds in which to

explain yourself and

engage an audi-
ence.

Originally an invention by architects,

PechaKucha Nights still involve them,

urban planners and designers, but they

have grown to incorporate any topic of

interest, from beekeeping to parenting

to sustainability.
“It needs to be an idea or information

that’s extraordinarily interesting, and it

has to conform to the format,” Stephens

said of the ground rules. “And that’s it.”

Stephens, Patrick Piuma, William

Morrow and Chris Bowling make up the

committee that handles PKN Louisville.

They’ve put together six presentations since

2010, all of which have drawn crowds of 200-

By Jeffrey Lee Puckett | jpuckett@courier-journal.com | The Courier-Journal

PECHAKUCHA NIGHT

LOUISVILLE

» When: 8 p.m. Tuesday

» Where: Metro Hall, 527 W. Jefferson St.

» Cost: Free, with cash bar

ONLINE
Go to www.pklouisville.org for more

information and to watch video of

past presentations. You can also

submit an idea for the next Louisville

event.

See NIGHT, Page I2

Last week, much of the talk
coming from Washington was

about budgets —
discussions of
extending the
payroll tax cut and
extra jobless
benefits through
2012, and bicker-
ing over the $3.8
trillion budget
that President
Barack Obama
presented to Con-
gress for the 2013

fiscal year.
Many members of Congress

called the budget proposal dead
on arrival.

Still, some arts advocates were
encouraged by a small increase in
funding proposed for the arts.
Obama’s budget has the National
Endowment for the Arts and
National Endowment for the
Humanities receiving a 5.5 per-
cent increase in their budgets.
There were reductions in the
agencies’ 2012 budgets of nearly
the same percentage. Those cuts
were enacted in December in the
House as part of the bill intended
to prevent a government shut-
down.

We’re not talking about a lot of
money here, when compared to
the federal budget overall. (In
2010, the NEA’s budget was just

0.0048 percent of total federal
government spending.) Under the
president’s proposal, the NEA
would get $154.3 million ($8 mil-
lion more than its current level)
and the NEH would get roughly
the same amount, which includes
a similar increase.

In the past11years, the NEA’s
appropriation from the federal
government has inched upward
after taking horrible hits in the
1990s that reduced its budget
from nearly $176 million in1992 to
a low of $97 million in 2000. Also
in recent years, the Kentucky
Arts Council saw more NEA dol-
lars coming its way — increasing
from $572,800 in 2000 to $864,600
in 2011.

Just after the budget was
announced, NEA Chairman Rocco
Landesman was quick to spotlight

in a statement how the funding
can produce economic benefits.

“A dollar invested directly
through the NEA is matched by $8
of additional investment and
generates $26 of economic activ-
ity in the community,” Landes-
man said. “In short, art works.”

In that last sentence, Landes-
man was boosting the NEA brand,
which since he came on board at
the agency in 2009 has adopted
the motto “Arts Works.”

That motto is actually true for
art, which is frequently also
deemed a public good. According
to economic studies, investment
in the arts brings in more dollars
to a community. A study concern-
ing Louisville was conducted with
Americans for the Arts using data
from 2005, and another was done
in 2007 by the local Arts and Cul-
tural Attractions Council. Both
are now out of date. (It would be
encouraging if a local group took
on another study to better un-
derstand the arts in Louisville.)

Even so, Louisville Mayor
Greg Fischer and leaders at
Greater Louisville Inc. have her-
alded the power of the arts by
pointing out how strong arts or-

Every little bit helps
Even small amounts of public money to
support the arts encourages others to give

NEA Chairman Rocco Landesman
reminds people that money spent
on arts is a good investment. AP

Elizabeth
Kramer
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