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Southern Indiana:
Cloudy, dry today.
Clear tonight. Sunny
tomorrow.
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It was a scene befitting a community that
has struggled to build bridges — crowds gath-
ering at a New Albany Waffle House around
midnight Friday to cheer workers as the Sher-
man Minton Bridge reopened more than a
week ahead of schedule.

The real celebration, however, will come
Monday.

That’s when thousands of commuters will
gleefully test out the Sherman Minton for the
first workday since Sept. 9, potentially elim-
inating the miles of backlogs that almost daily
have jammed up the John F. Kennedy and
Clark Memorial spans across the Ohio River.

“A lot of people have been making sacri-
fices in Louisville and Southern Indiana for
the past four to five months,” Will Wingfield,
an Indiana Department of Transportation
spokesman, said near the Waffle House park-
ing lot shortly after traffic resumed using the

Vehicles enter Southern Indiana on the Sherman Minton Bridge on Saturday. Transportation officials hope its
reopening ends commuting backups that developed after its September shutdown. PHOTOS BY SCOTT UTTERBACK/THE C-J

GIRDING FOR THE
MONDAY COMMUTE

By Marcus Green
magreen@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See BRIDGE, Page A8
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» Other road projects
off the back burner.
» Two TARC bus routes
will resume.
Stories, A8

COMMUTING
NEWS
Check out the latest
commuting news and
stay on top of traffic at
courier-journal.com,
including our special
coverage of Monday’s
drive into work.

“Hometown people stuck
around here a little more,
so it kind of evened it out.
But I really do look
forward to the Louisville
shoppers coming back.”
MICHELLE BYRNE, owner of Creative
Boutique in New Albany

SHERMAN
MINTON REOPENS

With span open, New Albany stores feel quick impact

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Sup-
porters of expanded gam-
bling have said this year’s
legislative session — fresh
off Gov. Steve Beshear’s
landslide re-election win
over Senate President Da-
vid Williams — may offer
their best chance yet for
success.

But is it also their last
chance?

“I don’t think so. Not at
all,” said Beshear, who has
proposed a constitutional
amendment that is expect-
ed to get its first airing on
Wednesday before the
Senate State & Local Gov-
ernment Committee.

Whether the measure
passes this session or not
— and he thinks it can —
Beshear said, “I am excit-
ed that the issue is finally
getting the attention that I
think it deserves, and I
think it will only go on
from here.”

Others, on both sides of
the debate, aren’t so sure.

While the issue likely
wouldn’t go away, they say,
a defeat could seriously
derail political momen-
tum, at least for the push to
allow expanded gaming
through a constitutional
amendment — an ap-
proach that circumscribes
the chance of a court chal-
lenge.

Martin Cothran, a sen-
ior policy analyst for the
Family Foundation of Ken-
tucky, which opposes ex-
panded gambling, said a

A roll of
the dice
on casino
gambling

“... Unless
there’s a
change in
the party
dynamics of
the Senate
... this is
the last
hurrah.”

MARTIN
COTHRAN

“... This
issue’s not
going to go
away until
we address
it or solve it
or put an
end to it.”

GREG
STUMBO

If current push falls short,
will the issue fade away?

By Gregory A. Hall
ghall@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CASINOS, Page A10

NEWARK, N.J. — After all the testi-
monials from relatives and friends,
the songs from legends and pop stars,
the preaching, and even laughter, the
raw emotion of Whitney Houston’s fu-
neral came down to just one element:
the sound of her own voice.

As the strains of her biggest rec-
ord, “I Will Always Love You,” filled

the New Hope Baptist Church at the
end of the nearly four-hour service,
and her silver and gold casket was lift-
ed in the air, the weight of the moment
was too much for mother Cissy Hous-
ton to bear.

As two women held her up, she
wailed, “My baby! My baby!” as she
was led out the church behind her
daughter’s body.

Crowded in the New Jersey streets, fans try to catch a glimpse
of the hearse carrying Whitney Houston’s body. GETTY IMAGES

WHITNEY’S VOICE SOARS
AT HOMETOWN FUNERAL

By Nekesa Mumbi Moody
Associated Press

See WHITNEY, Page A12
Whitney Houston
died Feb. 11 at 48. AP
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