
by Staff Sgt. Craig Cantrell
4th Infantry Division 

FORT CARSON, Colo. – Endur-
ing rain, snow, high winds and the 
blazing high plains sun, the Sol-
diers of 1st Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, trained in 
the mountains of Fort Carson to 
prepare for an upcoming deploy-
ment to Afghanistan.

The 1st Battalion, 327th Infan-
try Regiment, traveled from Fort 
Campbell, to train at Fort Carson 
for the fi rst time in a high altitude 
climate similar to the terrain of 
Afghanistan. 

The 1st BCT is scheduled to 
rotate all of its’ maneuver units 
through the mountain training 
by mid-April before completing 
a rotation at the Joint Readiness 
Training Center, Fort Polk, La.

“I’m hoping that being set in this 
environment and doing mission 
after mission, [the troops] under-
stand what the tempo could be,” 
said 2nd Lt. Patrick Scott, fi re sup-
port offi cer, Company D, 1st Bn., 
327th Inf. Regt.

Soldiers trudged through the 
mud and snow to reach the objec-
tives, where a variety of scenarios 
presented situations unique to 
their upcoming mission in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

“You can do the basic battle drills 
anywhere, but coming out to a 
place like this that mimics the ter-
rain of Afghanistan, this is better for 
us,” said Scott.

The Bastogne Brigade ran four 
scenario based lanes incorporating 
a company-size air assault at one of 

the training sites, coordinating with 
the101st Combat Aviation Brigade, 
currently conducting High Altitude 
Mountain Environmental Train-
ing in the Rocky Mountains west of 
Fort Carson. 

“It’s a lot of movement to con-
tact, Key Leader Engagements, 
movements to positions of inter-
est, gathering information, and 
neutralizing homemade explosive 
sites,” said Scott. 

Infantry Soldiers practiced battle 
drills and movement techniques 
while on patrol, interacting with 
role-players posing as Afghan 
National Army.

“The training enhanced our 
movement techniques and 
strengthened the relationship 
between our unit and the ANA,” 
said Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Rudo, 
platoon sergeant, Company D.

The Bastogne Brigade assembled 
a 14-person Female Engagement 
Team with the mission to interact 
with local Afghan women a month 
prior to training at Fort Carson,  
explained Sgt. Nazia Samat, health 
care specialist, 1st BCT FET. 

Since male Soldiers are not 
allowed to have contact with 
Afghan women FET’s are used to 
gain the Afghan female perspec-
tive, she said.

“The FET objective is to talk to 

the local Afghan women and ask 
them general questions about how 
they feel about their government, 
their way of living, crops and any 
diffi culties they are experiencing,” 
said Samat.

The FETs, ANA role-players and 
infantry soldiers worked together 
during the scenarios in the diffi cult 
environment to accomplish their 
mission. 

“Fort Carson provided us some 
great land to train, and terrain 

that is diffi cult, but defi nitely good
training,” said Rudo.

While visiting his troops at Fort
Carson, Maj. Gen. James McCon-
ville, commanding general, 101st
Airborne Division, expressed
approval of the training.

“The level of realistic training
the Bastogne Brigade experienced
during the exercise will leave [some
of the Soldiers] underwhelmed
during their rotation to JRTC,” said
McConville.
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Bastogne Brigade trains for high altitude

Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth Rudo,
platoon sergeant

The training 
enhanced our 
movement 
techniques and 
strengthened 
the relationship 
between our 
unit and the 
ANA.

by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON – The 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff has ordered the 
directors of joint military 
education institutions and 
combatant commanders 
to examine the scope and 
content of training and edu-
cation courses dealing with 
Islamic extremism to ensure 
they are appropriate and 
in keeping with U.S. values 

and principles.
Pentagon spokesman 

Navy Capt. John Kirby 
said Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey sent the letter 
after students at the Armed 
Forces Staff College in Nor-
folk, Va., raised concerns 
about the content of a class 
entitled “Perspectives on 
Islam and Islamic Radical-
ism.” Dempsey ordered 
the course closed until the 
study is complete.

“Our concern is there are 

some unprofessional things 
being taught to students in 
professional military educa-
tion curriculum,” Kirby said 
during a press availability 
Tuesday.

Defense Secretary Leon 
E. Panetta is aware of 
Dempsey’s order and he 
shares the general’s con-
cern, the captain said. “He 
also completely endorses 
the chairman’s intention to 
look at joint professional 
military education across 

the board to make sure we 
have done an adequate 
scrub on the content of this 
type of curriculum,” Kirby 
said.

Some of the material in 
the course was not simply 
objectionable but infl am-
mable, Kirby said. A student 
who fi nished the course 
last month brought it to the 
chairman’s attention.

One example of the 
objectionable material was 
a Power Point slide high-

lighting infl ammatory state-
ments. On the slide was the 
assertion “that the United 
States is at war with Islam 
and we ought to just rec-
ognize that we are at war,” 
Kirby said. “That’s not at 
all what we believe to be 
the case: We’re at war with 
terrorism, specifi cally al-
Qaida, who has a warped 
view of the Islamic faith. 
That’s just one example.

“These assertions are not 
in keeping with our princi-

ples or ideas,” he continued. 
“We believe the right thing 
to do was to suspend the 
course due to some of the 
things that were presented 
in the course.”

Dempsey has also ordered 
an inquiry into this particu-
lar course to determine how 
this material got into the 
course, and what is needed 
to improve it moving for-
ward. The course has been 
taught at the staff college 
since 2004.

Dempsey orders review of courses dealing with Islam
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Captain Andrew Reichard, commander, Company C, 1st Battalion, 327th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne
Division, identifies the route that he wants his Soldiers to take during a training exercise, held at Camp Red Devil, April 2. The training 
exercise provided Soldiers with an opportunity to hone their skills for an upcoming deployment to Afghanistan in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 
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As we look back
on all those who

served and
continue to serve
in our military
worldwide, we

look to our nation
for support. Join
us as we honor
our servicemen

and women, those
now and those in
the past. We want
to say thanks to

you and your
families for all

you do to 
protect us.
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