
Was the fi rst governor of  Kentucky to die in offi ce, serving only a few weeks 
in 1816. Little is known of  Madison’s early life. He was a member of  the in-
fl uential Madison family of  Virginia, and was a second cousin to President 

James Madison. He served with distinction in three wars – the Revolutionary War, 
Northwest Indian War, and War of  1812. He was twice wounded in the Northwest 
Indian War, and in the War of  1812 he was taken prisoner following the Battle of  
Frenchtown.
   Madison’s political experience before becoming governor consisted solely of  a 
twenty-year tenure as state auditor. Although his military service made him extreme-
ly popular in Kentucky, he sought no higher offi ce until the citizens insisted he run 
for governor in 1816. James Johnson, his only challenger in the race, dropped out 
early due to Madison’s overwhelming popularity, and Madison was elected without 
opposition. A few weeks later, he became the fi rst Kentucky governor to die in offi ce. 
Opponents of  his lieutenant governor, Gabriel Slaughter, mounted a popular but un-
successful challenge to Slaughter’s succeeding Madison in offi ce.
    Madison traveled to Blue Lick Springs for his health soon after the election, but was 
too weak to travel back to Frankfort for the inauguration. A Boubon County justice 
of  the peace administered the oath of  offi ce on September 5, 1816 at the springs. His 
only offi cial act of  offi ce was the appointment of  Colonel Charles S. Todd as secre-
tary of  state. He died on October 14, 1816, just weeks into his term. He is buried in 
Frankfort Cemetery.
    Opponents of  his lieutenant governor, Gabriel Slaughter, immediately challenged 
his ascendancy to the governorship. They claimed that a governor should not be al-
lowed to serve without having been elected to that offi ce by the people. A measure 
calling for a special gubernatorial election easily passed the state House of  Rep-
resentatives, but failed in the senate by a vote of  18–14. Slaughter was allowed to 
exercise the powers of  the governor, but many government offi cials and citizens of  
the state refused to call him by that title, opting for “acting governor” or “lieutenant 
governor” instead.

6th Governor of  Kentucky
August 5, 1816 – October 14, 1816

Born : June 1763

 Augusta County, Virginia

Died :  October 14, 1816 (aged 53)

 Paris, Kentucky

Political Party: Democratic-Republican

Spouse(s): Jane Smith

Profession: Soldier

Religion: Presbyterian

Kentucky is considered to be situated in the Upland South. It is infrequently includ-
ed in the Midwest. A signifi cant portion of  eastern Kentucky is part of  Appalachia.
Kentucky borders seven states, from the Midwest and the Southeast. West Virginia 
lies to the east, Virginia to the southeast, Tennessee to the south, Missouri to the 
west, Illinois and Indiana to the northwest, and Ohio to the north and northeast. 

Only Missouri and Tennessee, both of  which border eight states, touch more states.
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An Environmental Partner 
You Can Count On

April 17, 2012
SOMC Cancer Center, Kinney’s Lane

4 pm - 6 pm | Registration is required

Free clinical breast exams will be provided at the screening. Free 

mammograms will be provided for women who are uninsured or 

underinsured through the Hands of Hope program funded by The

Columbus Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure in cooperation 

with Southern Ohio Medical Center. The mammograms will be 

scheduled at the SOMC Breast Center.

If you are age 40 or older, or younger with a family history of breast

cancer, or have an abnormal finding on a self breast exam you can

register by calling the SOMC volunteer office at 740-356-8234.

To learn more about breast cancer visit www.somc.org

Breast Cancer 
Screening
Free Clinical Breast Exam

Appalachia
Community Cancer Network

A program of the National Cancer Institute

funded by
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